
TH E , N ST Rue TOR

"All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable fOT doctrine, for

reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness." 2 Timothy 3: 16
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"THEY ARE NOT OF THE WORLD" (John 17:16)
A Christian is the resu~t of conver·

sion. But not just any conversion makes
one a Ohristian. We cannot be convert·
ed just to anyone or anything but to
the contrary, the Christian is converted
to a certain ONE; that is Christ. We
must remember that Jesus Christ is not
on this earth (Col. 2:1), and therefore is
not the preacher for some Cliurch or
congregation. Hence, the Christian is
not 'converted to anyone on earth, to
no preacher, whoever he might be. <But
many people, even members, are.) Yes,
many are converted to and committed
to certain men who preach. Their be·
lief and practice is accepted as though
he were the Saviour himself. TO WHOM
ARE YOU CONVERTED?

To be converted to Christ is to be
turned to Christ in all "that perta'ns to
life and godliness." The Christian is
not of the world because Christ is the
author of his BELIEF and PRACTICE,
and his manner of life is therefore
transformed to that of Christ. (Rom.
12:1·3; 1 Peter 2:21).

Christians are not of the world, be
cause Christ SANCTIFIED them by the
WORD in the same action that made
them Christians. We are then submis
sive to Christ for he is our HEAD. (Col.
1:18>' Thus, we are not going to run
head long to do whatever desire may
arise for we are committed to CHRIST.
Then, we are not of the world,because
our deeds are not those of the world.

They are not prompted nor patterned
by the world. We are not of the world
because the wisdom of the world is not

the wisdom we possess. Our wisdom is
from God. (James 1:5), Therefore we do

not place emphasis and meaning upon
those things for which we can find no
authority in the WORD of GOD. Christ
ians do not and will not let the wisdom
of the world take over to rule the

Church of the Living God. But because
some members are doing this, we have
division.

Not only the world, but likewise the
church, need to be converted to Christ.

We must "have this mind in you which
was also in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 2:5) and

"walk in His steps" (1 Pet. 2:21), and
"Hold the pattern of sound words." (2
Tim. 1:13),

Christians 'speak as the oracles of
God." (1 Pet. 4:11). They do not teach
nor practice that which is not of God.

-Leo B. Phyler in
"Opening the Scriptures"

PROVERBS 4: 13-"Take fast hold of
'nstruction; iet her not go; keep her;
for she is thy life."
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EdUorial ...
~T A FAITHFUL MAN,

WHO CAN FIND?"
Some people think that nearly all men

are faithful, while others think that no
one is faithful. One thing that contri
butes to such a contrast in the thinking
of people is the difference in their con
ception of what constitutes a faithful
man. Let us consider what God has re
vealed in His Word on this question:
"But a faithful man, who can find?"
(Prov. 20:6),

SOME TRAITS OF A
FAITHFUL MAN

1. GENUINE FAITH. The apostle
Paul classified Abraham with the faith
ful when he said: "So then they which
be of faith are blessed with faithful
Abraham." (Gal. 3:9). Without fa'th, one
cannot please God. We must have faith
in God and in Jesus Christ as being
God's Son. (See Heb. 11:6; John 20:30
31). This faith comes by hearing the
Word of God. (Rom. 10:17), You have no
respect for God and Christ IF you have
no respect for God's Word.

2. REVERENCE AND RESPECT.
Hananiah "was a faithful man and
"FEARED God above many." (Neh. 7:2),
We have the duty to "fear God and
keep His commandments." Jesus Christ
our Saviour said: 'Fear God." Let us
therefore have grace whereby we may
serve God acceptably with reverence
and Godly fear."

3. WISDOM. Moses was "faithful" in
God's house. He "refused to be called
the son of Pharoah'(> daughter; CHOOS-

ING rather to suffer affliction with the
people of God, than to enjoy the p'ea
sures of sin for a season; esteeming the
reproach of Christ greater riches than
the treasures in Egypt; for he had re
spect unto the recompence of the re

ward." (Heb. 11:24-26), Indeed, Moses
made a WISE choice. God's people
should be as "wise as serpents, and
harmless as doves." (See Matt. 10:'6),
God's wisdom is from above. Even the
"foolishness of God"s is wiser than men.
Let us follow GOD'S WISDOM.

4. PROMPT OBEDIENCE. When God
commands, it is ours to obey. Those
who have genuine faith respond to
God's instructions in prompt obedience
When God speaks, we should not try to
"get around" what he says, but simply
let faith act in obedience. Abraho.m did
not hesitate to follow God's instruct'ons
although they may have seemed ad
verse. When God said "gO," Abraham
went. When he was -commanded to "of
fer" his son he promptly moved to obey.

5. PRAYERFUL. Daniel of old, was
classified as a faithful man in D3niel
6:4. He was a man of prayer. Men ought
always to pray, and not to faint. We
should be thankful that we are God's
children and thus have the privile:;e and
can enjoy the blessings of prayer. Of
course, we must always pray according
to God's will.

OTHER TRAITS
6. TRUTHFULNESS. Provo 14:5-"A

FAITHFUL witness will not lie, but a
false witness will utter lies." Consider
Col. 3:9.

7. FAITHFULNESS IN SMALL
THINGS. Lk. 16:10-"He that is faith'ul
in that which is least is faithful also in
much: and he that is unjust in the least
is unjust also in much."

8. WILL ABOUND WITH BLESS
INGS. Provo 28:20-"A faithful man
shall abound with blessings; but ;he that
maketh haste to be rich shall not be
innocent."

CONCLUSION
Truly, faithful men are few in num

ber. In order to be saved eternally, we
must 'be faithful. (See 1 Cor. 4:2 and

(Continued on page 4)



Are You Just Religious,
Or A Christian?

There are many who would contend
that those who are religious are Ohrist
ians. This would, no doubt, be the con
tention of the denominational world.
Even Webster's Dictionary (which gives
the meaning to words as they are com
monly use), give as, one meaning, "one
who believes or professes or is assumed
to believe, in Jesus Christ ... " Thus it
is seen that the word is defined so as
to embrace most all religious people.
(At least in this country-CRS) How
ever, neither the dictionary nor the be
lief of men establishes the will of God
and it is by God's Word that man will
be saved. (Matt. 7:21).

Let us not accept what we read or
hear unless it is in accord with the Bi
ble. The Bible is the "perfect law";
(James 1:25), therefore we cannot rely
on any source of information which dis
regards or contradicts God's Word.

As we than examine the Word of God,
let us see if we are a Christian or but
a religious person.

First, Christ did not come to call
upon man to become religious, but to
obey. You will recall that Saul 6f Tarsus
and Cornelius were very reliO'ious, as
were the Athenians. (Acts 17:22). Yet,
Christ provided a special arrangement
in which a gospel preacner preached
the gospel to these religious peop'e.
Thus, Saul and Cornelius, though al
ready religious, obeyed the truth
which made them a Christian.

No one can be a Christian (like Christ
wants ,him to be) who does not obey the
,commands of Christ. Christ was obe
dient. (Heb. 5:8-9), Christ commands us
to BELIEVE his Word, that we must
REPENT and BE BAPTIZED for the
remission of sins. (Acts 2:38'). We are
thus born into the family of God and
become a Christian. ARE YOU A
CHRISTIAN, OR JUST RELIGIOUS?

-Leo B. Phyler in "Opening The Scrip
tures".

DIOTREPHEISM

"I wrote somewhat unto the church;
but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the
pre-eminence among them receiveth us
not. Therefore, if I come, I wi'! bring to
remembrance his works which he doeth,
prating against us with wicked words:
and not content therewith, neither doth
he himself receive the brethren, and
them that would he forbiddeth and
casteth them out of the church." (3 John
9-10),

Loving and seeking pre-eminence is
"Diotrepheism." Not all who seek to be
over others have advanced as far as
Diotrephes had: yet it is the direction
which leads to the same. Even before
the church had been established, this
disease existed. The mother of the sons
of Zebedee desired that her sons be
given pre-eminence over others in the
church. "Grant that these my two sons
may sit the one on thy right hand, and
the other on the left in thy KinJdom."
(Matt. 2;21). Was God in favor of this
thing? NO!

There is no place in the church for
Diotrepheism. Hear Jesus: "Not so
shall it be among you; but whosoever
would become great among you shall be
your servant;" (Matt. 20:26-27), The love
for pre-eminence is born of the wrong
motive and does not result in good.
Many difficulties and hurtful problems
arise from this evil desire.

Standing in the kingdom of God is
not attained by Diotrepheism, but rather
by humble SERVICE. Diotrepheism
came from the Devil and leads one to
the Devil. Let us keep it out of the
church.

-Leo B. Phyler in "Opening the Scrip
tures".

PROVERBS 8:17-"1 love them that
love me; and those that seek me
early shall find me."



Is it possible for a saved person to
fall from grace? One of the several clear
Bible answers to thIs question is to be
found in 1 Cor. 10:1-12. Verses 1-5 refer
to the deliverance of Israel at the Red
Sea and amply demonstrates the truth
of Christ's statement that "no one is
able to snatch them out of the Father's
hand." (John 10:29).

The occasion of God's delivering the
people of Israel from Egyptian bondage
under the leadership of Moses is Scrip
turally referred to as, "the day that I
tooK them by the hand to lead the,m
forth out of the .land of Egypt." (Heb.
8:9, quoting froin Jer. 31:31-32; see also
Deut 5:15>'

Exodus 14:23-31 informs us that Pha
roah and his powerful army were un
able to take them out of God's hand.
1 Cor. 10:6-19 reminds us that many of
them fell after becoming disciples of
Moses and after having eaten "spiritual
food" and having drunk "spiritual
drink" (vv. 1-4>' No power in earth or
heaven or hell could "snatch them
out of the Father's hand," but they
could let go of His hand-and many of

them did.
Verses 6 and 11 declare that God in

tended the experiences of Israel to
serve as examples (types) for us. How
and why, if a saVed person cannot fall
as the Israelites did? Verse 12 empha
tically warns: "Wherefore let him that
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he
fall."
-Taken from "THE COMPASS' ,

(Continued from page 2)
"BUT A FAITHFUL MAN,

WHO CAN FIND?"
Rev. 2:10>' ARE yOU FAITHFUL? Do
you have GENUINE FAITH and true
REVERENCE and RESPECT for God
and His Word? Do your deCIsions re
flect WISDOM? Are you prompt in
complying with God's instructions? Is
PRAYER a part of your life as a child
of God? Are you characterized by
TRUTHFULNESS? Do you earnestly
strive to please God and thus BE
FAITHFUL EVEN IN SMALL
THINGS? If you can answer the above
questions affirmatively, YOU SHALL
ABOUND WITH BLESSINGS.

(CRS)

Sentence Sermons
Let us not move UNLESS we move in the RIGHT direction.

The largest room in the world is the room for improvement.

You probably wouldn't worry about what people think of you if you knew how seldom
they really do.

,It is much better to be despised for the right than praised for the wrong.

You can't change the past, but you can ruin a perfectly good present by worrying about
the future.
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