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GOD'S WORD IS POWERFUL

Frequently the statement is made
that the Bible is a dead letter. In an
effort to prove this statement 2 Corin
thians 3;6 is sometimes quoted: " , , ,
the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth
life." Even a casual look at this pass
age reveals that nothing is said about
the word being a dead letter, but rath
er that "the letter kilIeth." The first
part of the same verse says the New
Testament is not of the letter, but of
the spirit. "Who hath madle us able
ministers of the new testament; not
of the letter, but of the spirit: for the
lettler kiIIeth, but the spirit giveth life."
Further identifying "the letter" which
kills it is caIIed the "ministration of
death" in verse 7. "But if the ministra
tion of death written and engraven in
stones, was glorious, so that the chil
dren of Israel could not stedfastly be·
hold the face of Moses for the glory
of his countenance; which glory was
done away: How shall not the ministra
tion of the spirit be rather glorious?"
(2 Cor. 3:7-8), The letter that kills is,
then, the law of Moses based On the
ten commandments that were ''written
and engraven in stones." (Exo. 31:18;
32:15, 16, 19; 34:1, 4, 29.l

We do not belieVle that any of the
BibIte is a "dead letter," especially the
"ministration of the spirit." Of course
"the letter which killeth," the Old
Testament law, has been done away

(Co!. 2:14), but it still is not a "dead
letter."

"For the word of God is quick and
powerful, and sharper than any two
edged sword, piercing even to the di
viding asunder of soul and spirit, and
of joints and marrow, and is a discern
er of the thoughts and intents of the
h:!art." (Heb. 4:12).

"For I am not ashamed of the gospel
of Christ: for it is the power of God
unto salvation to everyone that be
lieveth; to the Jew first. and also to
the Greek." (Rom. 1:16>'

GOD'S WORD DIRECT

God's word has always been power
ful. "In the beginning God created thl2
heaven and the earth. And the e'arth
was wIthout form, and void; and dark
ness was upon the face of the deep.
And the Spirit of God moved upon the
face of the waters. And God said, Let
there be light: and there was light."
(Gen. 1:1-3>' God merely said, "Let
there be light," and light came into
existence. From the rest of the account
of creation it is clear that everything
was created merely by the word of
God." Through faith we understand
that the worlds were framed by the

(Continued on page 3)
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Approximately forty men wrote the
Bible over a period of some fifteen
hundred (1500) years; yet when com
piled, their writings make a complete
and harmonious book. A marvel in
deed!

The Bible claims to have been writ
ten by inspiration of God. Its claim has
never been sucClessfulIy refuted. The
apostle Paul said: "All Scripture is
given by inspiration of God, and is pro
fitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteous
ness: That thte man of God may be
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all
good works." (2 Timothy 3:16-17L
David of long ago, said: "The Spirit
of the Lord spake by me, and His
word was in my tongue." (2 Samuel
23:2). The apostle Paul assertled in
Acts 1:16 that "this Scripture must
needs have been fulfilled, which the
Holy Ghost spake befone concerning
Judas ... " We further learn that "no
prophecy of the Scripture is of any
private interpretation. For the prohecy
camle not in old time by the will of
man: but Holy men of God spake as
THEY WERE MOVED BY THE HOLY
GHOST." (2 Peter 1:20-21) The Psalm
ist said: "The Lord gave the word:
great was the company of those that
published it." (Psalms 68:11).

The fruit produced by the Bible is
good and therefore the tree must be
good. Jesus said: "Ye shall know them
by their fruits. Do men gather grapes
of thorns or figs of thistles? Even so
every good tree bringeth forth good
fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth
evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring
forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt
tree bring forth good fruit." (Matthew
7:16-18),

For centuries atheists, skeptics and
others have tried in vain to dlestroy
the Bible. It continues to stand. It will
never pass away. (CRS)

The writJer of the Bible wrote pro
phecies of the future as accurately,
and in some cases, much more so, as
historians record the past.

•••Editorial

The Bible is here. It can be traced
back for hundreds of years. The New
Testament can be traced back 1900

years and the Old Testament several
hundred ytears before that. From
whence came this wonderful Book? It
is here. It did not produce itself. Who
wrote it? Satan would have not writ
ten it if he could, and could not have
writben it if he would. The message
of the Bible very emphatically con
demns Satan, the old Serpent, the Dev
il. He would not have so condemned
himself.

Atheists did not write the Bible.
First of all, they could not have writ
ten it and secondly, they would not
have written it if they could have done
so. They certainly would not have
called themselves "fools" as Psalms
14:1 declares them to be. Neither
would they have consigned themselves
to everlasting torment because of their
unbelief as the writer of Revelation
21:8 mentions.

Deceivers nor those deceived wrote
the Bible. They could not have done
so, nor would they have written it if
they could have. The Bible shows that
both the deceivers 'and the deceived
will be lost. (See Matthew 15:14; James
1:22; Revelation 20:10).
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word of God." (Heb. 11:3>' It was in
deed a powerful word that could bring
into being this world with all that is
in it.

THROUGH MOSES
But God did not always speak His

word directly. Many times He spoke
through Moses and the prophets. The
book of Exodus is filled with examples
of His word being spoken by Moses.
It was God's word spoken by Moses
that brought the terrible plagues upon
the Egyptians. It was God's word spo
ken by Moses that caused the Red Sea
to divide and let the Israelites escape
from the army of Pharoah, and then
brought the rea together again to de
stroy the Egyptians. God's word was
still powerful when delivered by Moses
and other prophets.

JESUS THE WORD

"In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and tlue Word
was God. The same was in the be
ginning with God. All things were
made by him; and without him was
not anything made that was made."
"And the word was madle flesh, and
dwelt among us, (and we beheld his
glory, the glory as of the only begot
ten of the Father,) full of grace and
truth."" ... grace and truth came by
Jesus Christ." (John 1:1-3, 14,17'>

From these verses \VIecan clearly see
that Jesus was the "Word made flesh."
Did the word of God in this form have
power? Many incidents in the life of
Christ show emphatically that it had
not lost its power. The Word who in
the beginning had made the sea was
able after being "made flesh" to calm
the storm tossed sea and still tbe
winds. "And he arose, and rebuked the
wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be
still. And the wind ceased, and there
was a great calm." (Mk. 4:39). The
demons were also subject to this power
ful Word. In Luke 8:26-36 we have the
story of the Gadarene demoniac out
of whom Jesus cast the Legion of un
clean spirits. They meekly obeyed His

command and departed into a herd of
swine. The man in whom thtey had
been was found "sitting at the feet of
Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind."
The "Word made flesh" even had
enough power to raise Lazarus after he
had! been dead four days. Jesus mere
ly said, Lazarus, come forth." (John
11:43).

APOSTLES AND DISCIPLES

But the Word did not remain flesh
long. Only 33 or 34 years did Jesus
live hlere on earth. Did God's word
cease to have power when Jesus as
cended back to God? In prayer to God
n~ar the end of His earth life Jesus
said concerning His disciples: "I have
given them thy word:' (John 17:14."
In Lk. 10:17 the power in this word
lllIentioned. "And the seventy returned
which the disciples had been given is
again with joy, saying, Lord, even the
devils are subject unto us through thy
name." Another of the many examples
of the power that was in the word of
God as spoken by the apostles i!'
found in Acts 3:1-8. As Peter and John
started into the temple a beggar asked
an alms of them. "Then Peter said,
Silver and gold have I none; but such
as J have give I thee: In the name of
Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and
walk. And he took him by the right
hand, and lifted him up: and immedi
ately his feet and ankle bones receiv
ed strength. And he leaping up stood,
and walked, and entered with them in
to the temple, walking, and leaping,
and praising God."

THE WRITTEN WORD

Pteter has well expressed the atti
tude of the apostles while they were
alive here on earth. "Whel'lefore I will
not be negligent to put you always in
remembrance of these things, though
ye know them, and be established in
the present truth ... Moreover I will
endeavor that ye may be able after
my deceare to have these things al
ways in remembrance." (2 Pet. 1:12-15),
He further said: "This second espistle,
belovea, I now write unto you; in both

(Continued on pagie 4)
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which I stir up your pure minds by
way of remembrance." (2 Pet. 3:1),
The apostle Paul said: "If any man
think himself to be a prophet, or spir
itual, l'zt him acknowledge that the
things that I write unto you are the
commandments of the Lord."
(1 Cor. 14:37). From these Scriptures
it is clear that the apostles and other
inspired men who wrotJe the New
Testament were delivering the same
word of God which they delivered oral
ly whir.z they were alive.

Has God's word lost its power since
it is in written form? Does a man's
word lose its power when written
down? Which is more binding: an oral
agreement or a written agreement?
When Jesus was here on earth and
was tempted of Satan in the wilderness
even though He was the Word made
flesh He answered every temptation
with, ''It is written ... " (Matt. 4:1-11;

Lk. 4:1-13), If the written word loses
its power why did Jesus use it, and
why was the devil repelled by it?

The passage quoted at the beginning
of this article (Heb. 4:12) asserts that
the word is "quick and powerful." The
American Rizvised Version says, "liv
ing and active." Since the Bible is the
word of God (2 Pet. 1:12-15;3:1; 1 Cor.
14:37), then it is by no means a dead
letter.

Another passage quot/zd at the first
of this article is Romans 1:16.Here the
gospel is described as "the power of
God unto salvation." The Greek word
from which "pov\7er" is translated is
the same word from which our word
"dynamite" is derived. Since the gospel
is the New Testament message, \VIe see
again that God's written word is very
powerful. No, the word of God did not
lose its power when it was written.
It is now God's pOWlzrto save- the
only power He uses to save men's souls.

-Elam B, Kuykendall in
GOSPEL DIGEST

Sentence Sermons
Greatmzssdepends on who controls us, not on who we control.

The more you strain trying to.be natural, the more unnatural you are.

Some people mzver let ideas interrupt the easy flow of their conversations.

The bigger a man's head becomes, the easier it is to fill his shoes.

When opportunity knocks, too many pleoplecomplain about the noise.
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