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WHAT ADVANTAGE HAS THE CHURCH OF CHRIST?

Does the church of Christ have any
advantages over the denominational bod
ies?

1. It has no advantage socially. Some
of her members are sociable; others al t
not. This is what you find in denomina
tions. It avoids many social practices of
the denominations.

2. It has no financial advantage. It
has some wealth in it; most of its mem
bers are of the middle class and a good
many are poor.

3. It does not have an intellectual or
cultural advantage. Its members are a
bout average in this respect. Many pre
achers have college training; many do
not.

4. Does it have a moral advantage?
I cannot make the claim. Many have
high moral standards. Each one is ac
countable personally.

WHAT THEN IS ITS ADVANTAGE?
Broadly, the answer is this: It has

been satisfied with the Lord's plan as
revealed in the New Testament. It has
rejected the innovations brought in by
men. (EDITOR'S NOTE: When men in

the church do bring unauthorized pras
the church do bring in unauthorized prac
oppose such).

1. It is satisfied with the divine con
ditions of salvation. Mk. 16:16; Rom. 10:
9-10; Acts 2:38; Rom. 6:3-5.

2. It is satisfied with divinely given
names. Acts 4:10-12; 11:26; 1 Pet. 4:15
16; Rom. 16:16; Eph. 3:14-15.

3. It is satisfied with divine acts of
worship, refusing to add to them or to
take from them. Acts 2:42; 20:7; Heb.
2:12; 13:15; 1 Cor. 16:1-2; 11:23-29.

4. It is satisfied with the Word of
God as its rule of faith and pr,actice,
having no creed made by uninspired men
1 Pet. 4:11; 2 Tim. 3:16-17.

5. It is satisfied with :the New Testa
ment form of government. Christ is the
head. (Col. 1:18). Elders or bishops to ad"
minister. (Tit. 1:5-7). They feed. (Acts
20:28; 1 Pet. 5:1-5). Each church had a
plurality of them. (Acts 14:23). They
also had deacons who were servants of
the church. (1 Tim. 3:8-13; Phil. 1:1).

-Gardner Hall in CEDAR HILL NEWS,
Dec. 31, 1950.
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In Defense of The Truth
(NUMBER 3)

The editor of the bulletin of the North
Broad Church in Albertville wrote art
icles in their weekly bulletin from Dec.
3, 1969 through July 14, 1970 for the ex
press purpose of acquainting "those who
are concerned about these matters (relat
ing to what he termed anti-ism-CRS)
with the nature of the problem," (Vol.
3, No. 40), "to examine the objections
the 'anti-orphan home' people offer to
the homes, ,and in so doing set forth the
affirmative, or Scriptural right of God's
people to care for indigent and orphan
children in a home." (Vol. 3, No. 22),
and to "give hope to those long held in
the grip of anti-ism." (Vol. 3, No. 20).

Although the N.B. editor was granted
permission by the elders to publish artic
les weekly for 8 months in which he made
many PREJUDICIAL STATEMENTS,
UNPROVEN CHARGES, UNPROVEN
STATEMENTS, AND FALLACIOUS AR
GUMENTS, they would NOT allow him to
engage in a series of oral public discus
sions with us concerning this question:
IS IT SCRIPTURAL FOR CHURCHES
OF CHRIST TO CONTRIBUTE OUT
OF THEIR TREASURIES TO HUMAN
ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS CHRISTIAN
HOME AND BIBLE SCHOOL of Mt. Dora
Fla., CHILDHAVEN, INC. and THE

HERALD OF TRUTH?" Yet the N.B.
Church contributes to these human soc
ities! It looks as though they, along with
all the denominations in this ,area, are
NOT willing to publicly defend their
teaching and practice! They certainly
have NO RIGHT ,to CLAIM that they
"earnestly contend for the faith which
was once delivered unto the saints."
(Jude 3). They are NOT following the
example of the apostle Paul in Acts 15:1
2 and Gal. 2:4-5, 11-14.

Since the N.B. editor did NOT see
fit to clearly set forth the real issues
between us relative to some of the mat
ters which divide us, let us now cons:der
what the basic issues between us ,are in
the area of benevolence.

WHAT IS THE ISSUE?

Back in the 1800's when the question
and problem of missionary societies a
rose among churches of Christ, many
sincere brethren failed to understand
the truth because they did NOT KNOW
what the issue (or question of difference)
really was. THE ISSUE BACK THEN
WAS NOT:

1. Should the gospel be preached?
As far as I know, they all agreed that
the gospel should be preached.

2. Was the church obligated to preach
the gospel? Indeed it was, and they ,a
greed on this.

3. Could a "place" be maintained
where the gospel could be preached?
Certainly it could. No one could d:spute
this.

4. Systematic arrangement. No one
opposed the preaching being done in an
orderly fashion.

5. A matter of "HOW"! With re
spect to "means or methods", no one,
as far as I know, tried to bind a parti
cular "method" of preaching the gospel.

THE ISSUE BACK THEN WAS: "Could
churches Scripturally build and/or main
tain missionary societies thru which they
could do their work of evangelism?

(Continued on page 3)
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IN DEFENSE OF THE TRUTH (No.3)

Today, there is the question and
problem of -benevolent societies among
churches e" Christ. Many sincere breth
ren do NOT understand the truth be
cause they do NOT KNOW what e:e
issue (or question of difference) really
is! THE ISSUE NOW IS NOT:

l.Should the needy be cared for?
We all agree that God is pleased when
any deserving ind:gent person is relievel.

2.ls the church obligated in the field
of relief? Indeed it is, and we all agree
on this. Such passages as 1 Tim. 5:16;
Rom. 15:25-31; 1 Cor 16:1-3 and 2 Cor.
8-9 points out this obligation.

3. Can a "home" be maintained?
Certainly a "home" (that is, ,a dwellin s
place) can be provided in which the
needy may be relieved. The command to
'relieve" the widow indeed, (1 Tim. 5:16)
would authorize providing her a place if
she is in need of a place to live.

4. Systematic arrangement. No one
objects, as far as I know, to the work of
relief being done in an orderly way.

5. A matter of "HOW"! With respect
to "means or methods", I know of no one
today who tries to bind a particular
"method" of relieving the destitute. Nei
ther do I know of anyone who binds a
particular "place" where the needy must
be cared for! THE ISSUE TODAY IS:
"Can churches Scripturally build and/or
maintain benevolent societies thm which
they can do their work of relief?

WHY DIDN'T THE EDITOR TELL US?

Although the editor wrote extensive
ly on these matters, he did NOT tell us
what is the real issue between us! Why?
Why didn't he tell us? Ask him to tell you
why? Ask him if he did not know what
the question of difference really is! If
he didn't know, ask him why he didn't
find out. If he says he did know, ask hip<
why he didn't tell us in his articles!

WHAT HE SHOULD DO

Since the N.B. Church contributes out
of its treasury to human organi ations
such as CHRISTIAN HOME and BIBLE
SCHOOL of Mt. Dora, Fla. and CHILD
HAVEN, INC., and since the editor can·
curs with the church in its practice, and
since he teaches that such is Scriptural,
he is logically, and I believe Scriptumllv,
obligated to produce authority from the
Scriptures for their teaching and prac
tice! Peter said: "If any man speak, l:t
him speak ,as the oracles of God..." (1
Pet. 4:11). In view of his obligation, I
am challenging him to cite the passage
of Scripture that authorizes his teaching
and practice either by (1) PRECEPT
(command or statement), (2) AN AP
PROVED EXAMPLE, or (3) NECESS
ARY IMPLICATION. In other words, I
am challenging him to find divine author'
ty for their teaching and practice. I am
NOT asking for a passage that authorize,
the church to relieve the needy. Neither
am I ,asking for a passage that auth')riz"s
the church to provide a "home" (or
dwelling place) for the destitute. I AM
ASKING FOR THE SCRIPTURE THAT
AUTHORIZES CHURCHES TO CONTRI
BUTE TO HUMAN SOCIETIES FOR
THE CARE OF THE NEEDY!

WHAT WILL THEY DO?

What will ,the N.B. Church and the;r

preacher do? Will they find divine author
ity for their teaching and practice and
let us hear from them? Or will they ig
nore these challenges and remain silent?
Remember the editor said: "Concern
ed Christians will not remain silent Wh?n

the way of truth is under attack." (Vol.
3, No. 42.).

It isn't too late for them to cease

their unscriptural teaching and practice,
renounce their error and take a stand

with us on the authority of Christ as re
vealed in the New Testament. We would

rejoice if such would be the case. Our
prayers will be to this end.

(CRS)



Questionable Indulgences
\

"I think a Christian can go any
where," said ,a young woman, who was
defending her continued attendance at a
very doubtful place of amusement.

"Certainly she can," rejoined her
friend, "but I am reminded of a little
incident that happened last summer when
I went with a group of friends to ex
plore a coal mine. One of the young lad
ies appeared dressed in a dainty white
gown.

"Can't I wear a white dress down
into the mind?" she asked petulantly.

"Yes'm," returned the old miner
who was to lead the party. "There's
nothing to keep you from wearin' a white
frock down into the mine, but there'll be
considerable to keep you from wearin'
one back."

"Nuff said?" "Nuff said."

-THE VISITOR, Toledo, Ohio

Seven Minds
1. MIND YOUR TONGUE: Do not

let it speak hasty, cruel, unkind or wick
ed words.

2. MIND YOUR EYES. Do not per
mit them to look on wicked books, pic
tures or objects.

3. MIND YOUR EARS: Do not suf
fer them to listen to wicked speeches,
songs or words.

4. MIND YOUR LIPS: Do not let
tobacco foul them; do not let strong t'lrink
pass them.

5. MIND YOUR FEET: Do not let
them walk in the steps of the wicked.

6. MIND YOUR HANDS: Do not let
them steal; fight or write any evil words.

7. MIND YOUR HEART: Do not let
the love of sin dwell in it. Do not give
it to Satan, but ask Christ to make it
His throne.

-Selected from GOSPEL DIGEST

SENTENCE SERMONS
Beware of a half truth because you may have gotten hold of the wrong half.

Be sure to hold your temper because no one else wants it.

Make the Word of God your daily bread; not cake for special occasions.

Bad habits are first cobwebs, then strong cables.

You can not walk by faith unless you are directed by the word of God.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Route 3, Highway 431 So.
Albertville, Ala. 35950


