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"The Most Reverend Paul, the apos
tle of Tarsus, has recently arrived here
in Athens. Dr. Paul received his educa
tion from Gamaliel and later became a
member of the Jewish Sanhedrin. He has
since associated himself with the Christ
ian movement. This movement has been
one of the fastest growing groups of our
day. His work has resulted in wide-spread
travels throughout the civilized world
and many disciples to Christianity have
been won because of his labors. Today
Reverend Paul will be appearing on Mars
Hill discussing for the religious leaders
of our community the timely subject,
"I Declare Unto You ,theUnknownGod."

The above might have been an arti
cle appearing in the Athens, Greece news
paper 1900years ago when Paul entered
the city to tell them about Jehovah, judg
ing from news writers of our day on reli
giousaffairs. Even among our own bre
thren, sometimes, by the time they get
through elevating the speaker so highly
you wonder if they don't believe the pow
er is in the Preacher instead of in the
Gospel. The record, by inspired wrtters,
in Acts 17 does not follow this pattern.
In fact, the New Testament is void of
any elevating religious title for first cen
tury Christians. Paul, the apostle, was
probably one of the most highly educated

men of his day, and yet he held no high
er position in the church than did some
men who were simple fishermen. The
apostle Paul was spoken of simply as
"our beloved brother Paul," (2 Pet. 3:15)
never as "Reverend." The title "Rever
end" is found but once in the entire Bible,
(KJV~CRS) and there it refers only to
God! (Psalms 111:9). If we follow the
teachings of Christ we will direct all
honor to God. Titles of distinction have
no place in Christianity. Jesus taught
against their use and said, "all ye are
brethren."

In Matthew 23 we read the Biblical
pattern for not elevating men with fan
cy titles. "But all their works they do
to be seen of men: they make broad
their phylacteries, and enlarge the bor
ders of their garments, and love the up
permolst rooms at feasts, and the chief
seats in the synagogues, and greetings
in the markets, and ,tobe called of men,
Rabbi, RabbLBut be not ye called Rab
bi: for one is your Master, even Christ;
and all ye are brethren. And call no man
your Father upon earth; for one is your
Father, which is in heaven. Neither be
ye called masters; for one is your Mast
er, even Christ. But he that is greatest
among you shall be your servant. And

(Continuedon page 3)
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Editorial .....

Dost Not Thou
Fear God?

While Jesus was on the cross, one
of the malefactors which were hanged,
railed on Jesus saying, "If thou be the
Christ, save thyself and us." But the oth
er malefactor rebuked him saying, "Dost
not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the
same condemnation? And we indeed just
ly; for we receive the due reward of our
deeds: but this man hath done nothing
amiss." (See Luke 23:39-41). There is no
fear of God before the eyes of many peo
ple ,today. Their mouth is full of cursing
and bitterness. Destruction and misery
are in their ways, and they have not
known the way of peace. The question
asked by the malefactor is very timely
now. "DQST NQT THQU FEAR GQD?"
Let each of us examine ourselves in the
light of God's Word and answer this ques
tion in our hearts.

WHAT IS THE FEAR OF THE LORD?
If we are willing to listen to God's

Word, we will learn what constitutes the
fear of the Lord. Let us consider the fol
lowing facts.

1. "THE FEAR QF THE LQRD IS
TO' HATE EVIL .... " (Prov. 8:13). Wis
dom haites pride, arrogancy, the evil way,
and the froward mouth. God hates "a
proud look, a lying tongue, and hands
that shed innocent blood, an heart that
deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that

witneS'il that speaketh lies, and he that
be swift in running to mischief, a false
soweth discord among brethren." (Prov.
6:16-19). God commanded Israel of old to
"hate the evil, and love the gOOd." (A
mos 5:15). Solomon said: "A wise man
feareth and departeth from evil." (Prov.
14:16). DQST NQT THQU FEAR GQD?
If so, you will "hate evil" and "depart
from evil."

2. "THE FEAR QF THE LQRD IS
THE BEGINNING OF KNQWLEDGE .. "
(Prov. 1:7). Qne cannot have true know
ledge unless he fears the Lord. In order
to have true knowledge, one must "hun
ger and thirst after righteousness," (See
Matt. 5:6, and be willing to "give dili
gence" to the Word of God. DOST NQT
llHQU FEAR GOD? If so, you will be
willing to "study" that you might "right
ly divide the Word of truth." (See 2
Tim. 2:15).

3. "THE FEAR QF THE LQRD TEN
DETH TO' LIFE" AND "IS A FQUN
TAIN QF LIFE." (See Provo 19:23; 14:
27). Qne who truly fears the Lord will
seek life. He recognizes that only from
"the fear of the Lord" he can receive
life. Qne who does not fear the Lord is
not interested in life and has no foun
tain from which life flows. DQST NQT
THQU FEAR GQD? If so, you will be in
terested in and strive for life that comes
from God.

4. "THE FEAR QF THE LQRD IS
THE BEGINNING QF WISDQM" AND
"IS THE INSTRUCTIQN QF WISDQM."
(See Psalms 111:10; Provo 9:10, 15:33;
Job 28:28). The fear of the Lord will
cause one to desire wisdom because
"wisdom strengtheneth the wise" and
"giveth life to them that have it." (See
Ecc!' 7:19; 7:12). It is better "to get
wisdom than gold." (Provo 16:16). Christ
ians are to "be filled with wisdom" and
"walk in wisdom toward them that are
without." (See Co1. 1:28; 4:5). The Lord
"giveth" wisdom <toChristians who "ask
of God." (See Provo 2:6; Jas. 1:5-6). The
"wisdom that is from above is first pure,
then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be
entreated, full of mercy and good fruits,
without partiality, and without hyPocri
sy." (James 3:17). DQST NQT THQU
FEAR GQD? If so, you will desire and
ask God for wisdom.

(Continued on page 3)
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DOST NOT THOU FEAR GOD?

SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF THOSE
WHO FEAR THE LORD

1. Those who fear the Lord are
"STRONG IN FAITH" as was Abraham.
(See Gen. 22:1-18; Rom. 4:16-22; Heb.
11:17-19; James 2:21-24). They give glory
to God, and are fully persuaded that what
God has promised, He is able also to per
form.

2. Those who fear the Lord will heed
God's warnings and "MOVE WITH
FEAR" in obedience as did Noah. (See
Gen. 6:5-22; Heb.11:7).

3. Those who fear the Lord "WALK
ETH IN HIS UPRIGHTNESS." (See
Provo 14:2).

4. Those who fear the Lord will be
PATIENT and "ESCHEW EVIL" as did
Job. (See Job 1:8; James 5:10-11).

5. Those who fear the liard will SPEAK
"often one to another" and will THINK
"upon His name." (See Mal. 3:16-18).

6. Those who fear the Lord will
"CLEANSE" themselves "from all fil
thiness of the flesh and spirit," and PER
FECT "holiness in the fear of God." (See
2 Cor. 7:1).

7. Those who fear the Lord will PRO
VIDE FOR THE SERVANTS OF THE
LORD as Obadiah provided for the pro
phets of the Lord. (See 1 Kings 18:3-4).

8. Those who fear the Lord will have
"STRONG CONFIDENCE." (SeeProv.
14:26). In Christ "we have boldness and
access with confidence by the faith of
him." (Eph. 3:12).

Solomon said: "FEAR GOD, AND
KEEP HIS COMMANDMENTS: FOR
THIS IS THE WHOLE DUTY OF MAN."
(Ecd. 12:13). The Hebrew writer said:
"Let us have grace, whereby we may
serve God acceptably with reverence
and godly fear: For our God is a con
suming fire." (Heb. 12:28-29).

DOST NOT THOU FEAR GOD? Your
attitude and actions are true indicators
as to whether or not you fear God. True
fear of God will prompt sincere obedi
ence.

(CRS)

The Paralysis of Sin
1. Sin paralyzes the eye that it

cannot see. (Jno. 3:3; 2 Pet. 1:9)
2. It paralyzes the ear that it can

not hear. (Jno. 8:43).
3. It paralyzes the mouth that it

cannot speak. (psa. 32:3).
4. It paralyzes the hand that it can

not work. (Lk. 16:13).
5. It paralyzes the feet ,that they

cannot go. (Jno. 8:21).
6. It paralyzestJhe heart that it can

not love. (Heb. 3:12).
7. It paralyzes the whole man that

he cannot please God. (Rom.
8:8).

NOTE: The blood of Christ is the
remedy for sin and can be applied
only if one has an obedient faith!
(See Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:37-41;
Romans 6:1-5; Gal. 3:26-27).
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whosoever shall exalt himself shall be
abased; and he that shall humble him
self shall be exalted." (Matt. 23:5-12).

We must avoid the attitude, "I am
holier than thou." Christ condemned this
attitude in ·the parable he spoke "to cer
tain persons who trusted in themselves
that they were righteous, and despised
others." (Lk. 18:9-14).

Not he who commends himself is
approved. He who :says he is humble is
not humble. We must make sure not to
forget that we are responsible to God,
to glorify Him and to please Him. "He
who glories, let him glory in the Lord.
For not he who commends himself is ap
proved, but he who the Lord commends."
(2 Gar. 10:17). This fact must be one of
the guidelines for what we say and do,
in both our relationship with God and our
fellowmen. "I say - ... to everyone a
mong you; not to think of himself more
highly than he ought to think; but to
think with sober judgment ..... " When
we feel self-righteous, we are thinking
more highly of ourselves than we ought
to think.

-DON MaWHORTER
in EAST GADSDEN BULLETIN



THERE IS A DIFFERENCE

There is a difference in salvation by
faith (Eph. 2:8) and salvation by faitb
only. (Jas. 2:24). There is a difference
in conversion (Matt. 18:3). and convul
sion - getting religion at the mourner's
bench. There is a difference in being
"poor in spirit" (Matt. 5:3) and being
poor spirited. There is a difference in
"contending for the faith" (Jude 3) and
being contentious. Paul prayed ,that the
Philippians might "distinguish the things
that differ" - marginal rendering in the
American Standard Version. Soldiers
trained to react violently to every ag
gressive move on the part of the enemy
must not carry his training into civilian
life when separated from the armed ser
vices. He must learn to "distinguish
things that differ." It is extremely easy
for a contender to become contentious.
It is virtuous to be a contender, for truth
is his goal. On the other hand, the con
tentious person contends for the sake of
contention. A combative disposition is
not necessarily praise-worthy. The con
tender fights only when vital truth is

assailed. The contentious person manu
factures occasions for controversy. The
Wise Man wrote: "A continual dropping
in a very rainy day and a contentious
woman are alike." (Prov. 27:15). It is
our judgment that a oontentious man in
the kingdom of God is quite as bore
some and irritating.

-James W.Adams

l1he Atheist told a child how eons
ago the prehistoric sea

Beat upon the shores of sand
throughout eternity.

How out of this, quite without plan,
Appeared a cell, which was the
beginningof man.

The child grew thoughtful, then
said he,

"Sir, you've told about the cell,
but who made the sand and
sea?"

-Author unknown.

Sentence Sermons
God put the church in the world, but it is Satan who puts the world in the church.

Speed will not get you there - unless )"ou are going in the right direction.

Many people are lonelybecause they build walls and not bridges.

Somepeople feel "dog tired" at night because they growled all day.

Blaming your faults on your nature does not change the nature of your faults.

Ahandful of common sense is worth a bushel of learning.

Your temper may get )"ou into trouble, but it is your pride that keeps you there.
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