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"THROUGH FAITH WE UNDERSTAND"

"Through faith we understand that the
worlds were framed by the word of God, so
that what is seen hath not been made out of
things which appear." (Heb. 11:3 ASV).

When I was in grammar school, one
question that appeared on every English
test was, "What is a noun?" Usually the
second part was, "Give examples." The
second part was for the purpose of seeing if
we really knew what a noun was, or if we
had just memorized the definition.

God uses this same system of teaching in
the eleventh chapter of Hebrews on the
subject of "Faith." First He gives the
definitions of faith: "Faith is the substance
(that which stands under, foundation) of
things hoped for, (desired and expected), the
evidence (conviction) of things not seen."
(v.1). Then the rest of the chapter is
composed of examples of faith. Notice: "By
faith" Abel obtained witness that he was
righteous, when he "offered unto God a more
excellent sacrifice than did Cain" (verse 4);
"By faith" Noah and his family were saved
and became heirs of righteousness when
they "moved with fear, prepared an ark"
(verse 7); "By faith the walls of Jericho fell
down, AFTER they were compassed about
seven days." (verse 30).Thus we can see, (1)
the faith that saves is the faith that obeys:
(2) God's gift of Jericho to the Israelites was
received by them "after they did what God
told them to do. (Joshua 6:1-20); (3) The

(Continued in right column)

expression "by faith" does not mean "by
faith only," but includes obedience to God's
instructions.

It is "by faith" that one may know when
his sins have been forgiven. Jesus said,
"Go ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature. He that believeth
AND is baptized shall be saved; but he that
believeth not shall be damned." (Mark
16:15-16). Do you believe it? "By faith we
understand ..."

It is "by faith" that we know we have been
washed in the blood of the Lamb. The Spirit
through Paul said, "IN Christ we have
redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of sins ..." (Eph. 1:7). He also
says that for one to contact that blood he
must be "baptized INTO Christ." (Rom. 6:3
4).

It is "by faith," not feelings, that we
understand that all repentant, baptized
believers have received "the gift of the Holy
Ghost." The Spirit, through Peter, told
believing, convicted, inquiring sinners to
"Repent, and be baptized everyone of you in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission

(forgiveness) of sins, and ye shall receive the
gift of the Holy Ghost." (Acts 2:36-38).

It is "by faith" that we know that the
blood of Christ keeps the faithful clean. The
Spirit, through John, says, "IF we walk in
the light, as he is in the light, we have
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Editorial- - -

STUDY THE WORD OF
GOD

It is evident that many people do not know
God's will for man. There is not much
knowledge of God in the land. This
ignorance of God's will is prevalent because
most people do not "study" (i.e., "give
diligence to") the word of God. Here are some
reasons why you should study God's word:

1. BECAUSE OF ITS CLAIMS. You
should examine very candidly the Bible
because it claims to be inspired of God. Paul
said: "All Scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: That the man of God may be
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good
works." (2 Tim. 3:16-17).Ifit is truly inspired
of God, it is God's revelation to man.
Hebrews 1:1-2 tells us that "God, who at
sundry times and in divers manners spake
in time past unto the fathers by the
prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto
us by His Son, ... " If it is inspired of God and is
truly God's revelation to man, it is able to
save us as James 1:21 says and it will be the
standard of judgment as taught therein.
Jesus said: "He that rejecteth me, and
receiveth not my words, hath one that
judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the
same shall judge him in the last day." (John
12:48).James 2:12says: "So speak ye, and so
do, as they that shall be judged by the law of

liberty." In picturing the resurrection and
judgement, John said: "And I saw the dead,
small and great, stand before God; and the
books were opened: and another book was
opened, which is the book of life: and the

dead were judged out of the things which
were written in the books, according to their
works," (Revelation 20:12). Yes, you should
study the word of God because of its claims.
If its claims are false, you do not need it. If,
however its claims are true, you can not be
saved without it.

2.IN ORDER TO DIVIDE THE WORD
ARIGHT. In writing to Timothy, Paul
exhorted him to "Study (i.e., give diligence)
to show thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth." (2 Tim.
2:15). Much confusion exists bf'cause many
people will not "give diligence" to rightly
divide the word of truth. Truth perverted is
not truth, but it is error. Some people are ever
learning but are never able to come to a
knowledge of the truth. Some who claim to
be "teachers" have taken away the "key of
knowledge." A proper division of God's
word is absolutely essential if a person is to
understand God's will for man today.

3. IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH AND
INCREASE YOUR FAITH. We are told in
Hebrews 11:6 that " ... without faith it is

impossible to please Him: for he that cometh
to God must believe that He is, and that He
is a rewarder of them that diligently seek
Him." The apostle Paul informs us in
Romans 10:17that "faith cometh by hearing,
and hearing by the word of God." There is no
way you can have genuine faith unless you
hear the word of God. Some of the "signs"
which Jesus did are recorded in the book of
John and we are told that "these are written,

that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the son of God; and that believing ye might
have life through his name." (John 20:30-31).
In Corinth Paul preached Christ, "and
many of the Corinthians hearing, believed,
and were baptized." (Acts 18:8). Unless you
"study" the word of God, your faith will not
be a strong faith! .

4. IN ORDER TO DISCERN BETWEEN
TRUTH AND ERROR. Jesus warned of
"false prophets" who may come to us in
"sheep's clothing," but inwardly they are
cruel, greedy, rapacious or destructive men,
(See Matthew 7:15).Jesus also warned that
worship to God is vain when we teach "for
doctrines the commandments of men," and
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STUDY THE WORD OF GOD
that "if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall
into the ditch." (See Matthews 15:7-9;15:14).
Paul foretold of an apostasy and gave
warning. (See Acts 20:28-31; 1 Tim. 4:1-4).
We learn from 1John 4:1 that we should not
believe every spirit, but we should "try the
spirits whether they be of God: because many
false prophets are gone out into the world."
Those who will hear God's word as revealed
by inspired men (and written in God's Book)
manifest "the spirit of truth," but those who
will not hear it manifest "the spirit of error."
Yes, we should "give diligence" in orderto be
able to discern between truth and error,
between good and bad, between the unclean
and the clean, and between the righteous
and the wicked.

5. TO BE ABLE TO GIVE A REASON
FOR YOUR HOPE. Peter exhorts
Christians to "sanctify the Lord in your
hearts: and be ready always to give an answer
to every man that asketh you a reason of the
hope that is in you with meekness and fear."
(1 Peter 3:15). Welearn from Col. 4:6 that we
should let our speech be always with grace,
seasoned with salt that we may know "how"
we "ought to answer every man." Your hope
is not based on your feelings, opinions or
human philosophy, but it is based on the
'word of God. "The heart of the righteous
studieth to answer: but the mouth of the
wicked poureth out evil things." (Prov.
15:28). In order to have hope and to be able to
give an answer to those who ask you to give
a reason for your hope, you must give
diligence!

6. TO BE ABLE TO TEACH OTHERS. In
writing to Timothy, Paul said: "And the
things that thou hast heard of me among
many witnesses, the same commit thou to
faithful men, who shall be able to teach
others also." (2 Tim. 2:2). You can not teach
others the truth unless you know the truth.
You can not know the truth unles you "give
diligence" to learn the truth. Truth purifies,
(1 Pet. 1:22), sanctifies, (John 17:17), and
saves. (James 1:21). Unless others learn the
truth they can not be purified, sanctified,
and saved. If you are truly interested in the
salvation of others, you will study God's
Word in order to be able to teach it to others!

7. TO BE A GOOD EXAMPLE. Paul
exhorted Timothy to "be thou an example of
the believers, in word, in conversation, in
charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity." (1

Timothy 4:12). In writing to Titus Paul said;
"In all things showing thyself a pattern of
good works: in doctrine showing
uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, Sound
speech, that can not be condemned ... " (Titus
2:7-8). One must study in order to be able to
exemplify the truth in his life. Unless one
knows what God expects of believers, he can
not be "an example of the believer."

8. BECAUSE GOD COMMANDED IT.
Through Paul, God directly commanded
Timothy (and indirectly commands us) to
study. He said: "Study to show thyself
approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of truth." (2 Tim. 2:15). In 1 Tim.
4:13-16 Paul urged Timothy to "give
attendance to reading, to exhortation, to
doctrine" and to "take heed" unto "the
doctrine." There is no way we can show
proper respect and reverence for God unless
we study His word!

Dear reader, we have shown several
reasons why you should study the word of
God. Can you think of one real reason why
you should not study His word? Have you
been studying it as you should? If not, don't
you think it is time to begin? Weurge you to
"give diligence" to enter into that eternal rest
that awaits the faithful.

(CRS)
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"THROUGH FAITH WE
UNDERSTAND"

fellowship one with another, and the blood
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth (present
tense -continues to cleanse) us from all
sin,"

It is "by faith" that faithful Christians
know that Christ assembles with them,
(Matt. 18:20), and continues to abide with
them. (John 14:23-24). Blessed assurance!
"By faith we know ... "
- - - A.C. Moore in THE BULLETIN

SOLOMON SAID:
"Give instruction to a wise man, and he
will be yet wiser: teach a just man, and he
will increase in learning."
- - -Proverbs 9:9.



He Answered

Discreetly
"And we have known and believed the

love that God hath to us. God is love; and he
that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and
God in him." (1 John 4:16).

Jesus said to one ofthe scribes, "Which is
the greatest commandment of all?" To this
he replied, "To love God with all the heart,
understanding, soul, and strength," How
great the question is, "Do you really love
God?" Once a student in a Christian college
(?-CRS) approached the question and with
thoughtful meditation came up with these
expressions:

First, he said, "I believe and love God for I
have seen Him, not face to face, of course,
but through my parents." What a picture!
Secondly, he said, "I believe and love God
because I have read His letters." How
wonderful! Surely when one reads
thoughtfully and with faith the letters and
writings of the 13ible, God can be seen and
His love understood. Thirdly, he said, "I
believe and love God because I have talked
to Him." He had come to know that prayer
was real. What a blessing!

This student had anchored himself with
some fundamental beliefs which enabled
him to turn to God with a love that embodied
his entire being. Thus, as did the man in
Mark 12 this student "answered discreetly"
(wisely, prudently) the great question
concerning the fulness of his love toward

The Hill-Sutton Debate
It will soon be two years since the

HILL-SUTTON DEBATE was
postponed due to an injury suffered by
Carrol R. Sutton in an auto accident.

Although Albert Hill and the West
Hobbs Street "elders" agreed to re
schedule the debate within a short time,
they have not yet done so. We are still
waiting for them to "honor" their
agreement.

As soon as we receive word from them
as to the date for the debate, we will pass
the information on along to our readers.

In the meantime, if you know of any
way that you can "prod" the "elders" at
West Hobbs Street, please start
"prodding." It looks like they can use a
little help in mustering up enough
courage to go through with the debate as
they agreed!

AGURSAID
"Two things have I required of thee:

deny me them not before I die: remove far
from me vanity and lies; give me neither
poverty nor riches; feed me with food
convenient for me lest I be full, and deny
thee, and say, Who is the Lord? or lest I be
poor, and steal, and take the name of my
God in vain." (Prov. 30:7-9).

God. Will you also examine the fulness of
your love?
- - -Lucien Palmer in Power for Today
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Sentence Sermons
Every minute you are angry, you lose sixty seconds of happiness.

As a man grows older and wiser, he talks less and says more.

A good listener is not only popular; after a while he knows more.

Others may ruin your reputation, but only you can ruin you character.

Most men who complain that others do not understand them, ought to be glad of it.
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