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HOW IMPORTANT IS BAPTISM?

Number 8

Wisdom demands that we attach no more
importance to a Bible subject than is
attached by the Bible. On the other hand,
it is equally wise to attach as much im
portance as is attached by the Bible. Tim
othy was admonished to study so that he
might rightly divide the word of truth.
(2 Tim. 2:15). Failure to study leads to an
incorrect divisIon (or handling) of the
word of truth. Since we walk by faith (2
Cor. 5:7), and since faith is produced by
the word of God (Rom. 10:17), let us see
what the word has 110 say concerning the
subject of baptism.

1. Baptism is into Christ. (Gal. 3:27).
Man does not believe into Christ; neither
does he repent into Ghrist. All spiritual
blessings are in Christ (Eph. 1:3); but
man must be in Christ to enjoy these
blessings. Being a new creature is a
spiritua'l blessIng, but to be a new crea
ture man must be an Ghrist. (2 Cor. 5:17)
Since entrance into Christ is gained by
baptism, just how important do you con
sider it?

2. Baptism is into one body. (1 Oar.
12:13). Ghrist is the head of the body.
(Col. 1:18; Eph. 1:22-23). Christ is the
Saviour of the body. (Eph. 5:23). Since
man can not believe into one body, nor
can he repent into the body, how can he

enter the body (that which Jesus saves)?
The Bible answer is baptism. Is it impor
tant?

3. Baptism is commanded. (Matt. 28:
19; Acts 10:48). Jesus is the author of
salvation unto all who obey him. (Heb.
5:9). Can one ignore the commands of
Jesus and be saved? (Matt. 7:21; 2
Thess. 1:7-9).

-J. B. Hudson in THE LIGHT 5-28-52
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Editorial.q ...

In Defense of The Truth
(NO.7)

In Vol. III, No. 21 issue of the bull
etin published by the North Broad Chur
ch, dated Jan. 5, 1970, editor R. W. Gray
tried to parallel our opposition to church
es supporting human institutions and ar
rangements such as "The Herald of
Troth" to the opposition of some breth
ren to "Bible classes", uninspired litera
ture and "a salaried located preacher."
If the editor could produce SORIPTURAL
AUTHORITY for his human projects, he
would have done so. It would not have
been necessary for him to try to parallel
our opposition to church supported hu
man organizations to the opposition to
"Bible classes", uninspired literature and
"a salaried located preacher" by some
brethren.

If editor Gray can not do any better
in showing SCRIPTURAL AUTHORITY
for "Bible classes", using uninspired lit
erature and having "located preachers"
than he has done in trying to show
SCRIPTURAL AUTHORITY for his hu
man projects, it would be sad to see him
try to defend the truth on these matters
with those who oppose them.

"THE ANTI CLASS BRETHREN"

Those who oppose "Bible classes"

obviously think that they oonstitute a
human organization. But such is not the
case. "Bible classes" are not organiza
tions, but simplymethods of doing what
God authorizes. God authorizes teaching
The church is the "pillar and ground of
the truth." (1 Tim. 3: 14-15). The church
is the organization that employs or uses
"Bible classes" which are methods. They
are not organizations! If they were, they
would be additions, and hence sinful!
But according to editor Gray's position,
he is logically forced to go along with
having Sunday Schools which are organi
zations with their officers, treasury, etc.
If the authority £or the church to "re
lieve" (1 Tim. 5:16), authorizes churches
to build and maintain benevolent organi
zations which in turn uses various meth
ods of relieving, then the authority for
churches to "teach" and "edify" (1 Tim.
3: 14-15); Eph. 4: 12) authorizes churches
to build and maintain Sunday School or
ganizations with their own officers, trea
sury, etc. that they in turn may use the
methods they choose in teaching. Is the
editor ready to accept this inescapable
conclusion? Is he? His position will not
allow him to successfully oppose the de-
nominational Sunday School organiza
tions. If he has the right to "justify'
benevolent organizations under the com
mand to "relieve", then denominational

ists can "justify" Sunday School organi
zations under the command to "teach."

It is regrettable that the editor would
not be able to really "meet head on" the
denominationalists on the Sunday School
organizations and be oonsistent. Bro.
Gray, please accept the truth on these
matters.

The editor can not consistently op
pose what he calls "the anti class posi
tion" either. Here is why. He reasons (?)
that when the church provides a place,
necessaries and personnel in its work of
relief, that that constitutes another or
ganization, the "HOME." He doesn't
prove his conclusion, he merely asserts
it. Those who oppose "Bible classes"

(Continued on page 3)
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IN DEFENSE OF THE TRUTH (No.7)
make the same argument in principle.
They reason that when 1lhe church pro
vides a place, necessaries and personnel
in the work of teaching, that that oonsti
tutes another organization, the SCHOOL.
If you are right, sor are they. If they
could see that "BIBLE classes" are NOT
"organizations", but methods" used by
God's divine organization, they could NOT
object to them on the basis that they are
additional organizations, hence unauthor
ized. When the church uses "Bible class
es" in teaching God's Word, it is doing
what God authorized. God authorizes
teaching. The church is the organization
and "Bible classes' are simply an ar
rangement, manner or method that the
church uses to do what God has charged
it to do. God said for the church to teach
and that is exactly what the church is
doing when it has "Bible classes." There
is no organization involved but the church
God's divine organization. The same prin
ciple is involved in church relief. When
the church provides a place, necessaries
and personnel for relJef work, and the
worl, is done under the oversight of the
c:turch, God's will is being carried out.
God said for the church to relieve. That
is exactly what the church is doing.
There is no organization involved but
the church, God's divine organization!
Since editor Gray tries to "justify" a
human society in the field of relief, he
can not consistently condemn a human
society such as the denominational type
Sunday School, in the field of teaching or
edification.

It indeed comes with "poor grace"
for the editor to even attempt to parallel
our opposition to his "pet projects" to
the opposition of those who oppose "Bi
ble classes."

UNINSPIRED LITERATURE

The matter of using literature writ
ten by men obviously falls in the same
catagory as using oral comments made
by men. God said "teach." When we use
either oral comments or written com
ments of men in an effort to impart in
formation concerning God's Word, we

are doing nothing more than or less than
what God said. He said "teach." That is
exactly what we are doing-teaching!
So instead of disobeying God, we are
obeying him. When the church uses only
inspired literature (the Scriptures) it is
doing what God said do. It is teaching.
When it uses uninspired literature it is
doing what God said do. God said teach,
and it is teaching. The uninspired litera
ture, like Bible classes, would merely aid
the church in doing what God cDmmand
ed.

Since editor Gray says the church
may support a human society in the
field of relief, in orer to be consistent,
he would have to say that the church
may not only use uninspired literature,
but that it has the dght to make contri
butions to a human society that it in turn
may use uninspired literature in teaching
Is he really going to be consistent?

"A SALARIED LOCATED PREACHER"

It seems superfluous for one to need
to argue this point. Paul shows very
plainly that "they which preach the gos
pel should live of the gospel." (1 Cor.
9: 14). He also shows in the same chapter
that he had the right to "forbear work
ing" and to receive support from the
Corinthians to whom he preached, but
he did not exercise this right but he re
ceived wages from other churches to do
them service. (1 Cor. 9; 2 Cor. 11:8; 12:
13). We learn from Acts 20 that Paul
spent three years at Ephesus. He "be
sought" Timothy to "abide still at Ephe
sus" when he went into Macedonia. (1
Tim. 1:3).

Consistency demands L~at the editor
say it is right for the church not only
to pay a preacher but that it has the
right to contribute to a human society
that it in turn may pay preachers since
he accepts this principle in benevolence.

It is evident that editor Gray tried
to throw up a "smoke screen" in order
to "cloud" your minds. It is no wonder
that the "elders" tied his hands.

(CRS)



OBEDIENT FAITH

"By faith Abraham, when he was
called, obeyed to ,go out unto a place
which he was to receive for an inheri
tance; and he went out, not knowing
whither he went." (Heb. 11:8).

The above text refers to an event
recorded in Gen. 12:1-4. In the first
verse there is the command to "get thee
out of thy country." In verses two and
three is the promise of blessing if Abra
ham wHIobey. The complete story of his
obedient faith is found in the first three
words of the fourth verse: "So Abram
departed." Abraham did not argue, he
did not quibble, he did not make excuses,
he did not philosophize. He obeyed.

Heb. 11:6 tells us that "without faith
it is impossij)Ie to please God." Rom.
5:1 says that we are "justified by faith."

Question: What kind of faith justi
fies us? James 2:17 says, "Even so faith,
af it hath not works, is dead, being a
lone." A dead faith can not justify any
one. In 1 Cor. 15:2 Paul mentions a vain

faith which cannot save. Conclusion: The
faith that saves is ;the faith that obeys.

Just to give "mental assent" to tlhe
fact that Jesus is the Son of God and
that He died for our sins is not enough.
He is the author of eternal salvation to
all those that obey Him. (Heb. 5:9). Cer
tainly we must believe, but our faith
must lead us in the pathway IOfobedience
if we are to be saved.

Our faith must constrain us to repent
(Luke 13:3), confess Him as God's Son
(Matt. 10:32), and to be baptized. (I Pet.
3.21). Then we must give diligence to
make our calling and election sure. (2
Pet. 1:10).

-M. F. McKnightin THE STAR
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SENTENCE SERMONS
Someso-called open minds should be closed for repairs •..

If you think twice before you speak, you'n probally not get into many conversations.

Sincerity gives a simplicity and power to both word and deed ..

He who neglects the present moment throws away ALLthe time he HAS.

If you do not have every thing you want, just be thankful for the things you do not
have that you did not want.---------------
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