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One of the greatest dangers confront
ing the Christian is that he will fail to
cultivate the proper attitude toward ma
terial possessions. This danger is em
phasized by the large propor,tion of Bi
ble teaching devoted to this matter.
Some one has estimated that nearly
one half of Jesus' sayings have to do
with the getting and spending of wealth.
Did Jesus pay too much attention to it?
Surely not! If the Lord's church is to
survive and grow in the world, covet
ousness and devotion to Christ can no
more exist together than fire and water.

Jesus and the apostles frequently
warned of the danger of covetousness.
Jesus said, "Take heed, and beware of
covetousness: for a man's life consist
eth not in the abundance of the things
which he possesseth." (Luke 12:15).Paul
said, "But they that will be rich fall into
temptation and a snare, and into many
foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown
men in destruction and perdition. For
the love of money is the root of all evil."
(1 Timothy 6:9-10).Paul plainly teaches
that the covetous man is an idolater,
and that he has no "inheritance in the
kingdom of Christ and of God." (Col.
3:5; Eph. 5:5).

In view of such pointed Bible teaching,

each of us needs to make frequent and
searching examinations. We dare not
permit covetousness to rob us of a heav
enly home. But, what is covetousness?
Webster's Collegiate Dictionary defines
"covet" ,to mean: "To desire, to long
for; to crave, esp. something belonging
to another person." Thayer defines "co
vetousness" as a "greedy desire to have
more." A desire for material things is
not, necessarily, covetousness. Nor is it
the mere possession of wealth. One who
does not have possessions may, never
theless, be covetous. Covetousness is an
unlawful, avaricious desire for posses
sions. It is "to desire for oneself."

Covetousness manifests itself, not
merely in an improper desire to obtain,
but also, in the improper 'use of that
which is obtained. One does not have to
acquire his wealth dishonestly, not spend
it viciously, to be covetous. The Christ
ian who has an all-consuming desire to
"get" is covetous. So is the one who,
having "gotten," declines to give gener
ously to the work of the Lord. He who

(Continued on page 3)
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Editorial .....

liThe Wiles 01 the
Devi/,l (No.4)

Satan, who is the god of this world,
will have an advantage over us if we are
"ignoran<tof his devices." To be fore
warned is to be forearmed. We should
know what Satan's devices are and arm
ourselves so as to be able "to stand
against the WILES OF THE DEVIL."

In our past stu4ies WORLDLYWIS
DOM, THE LOVE OF MONEY, FALSE
DOCTRINES, LYING, FLATTERY and
IGNORANCE have been shown to be
"wiles" used by the Devil in an effort to
curse people and, thus cause people to
be lost. Let us now consider another
"WILE" used by Satan.

HYPOCRISY.In his CONCORDANCE,
Mr. Cruden defines "hypocrisy" as
"a false assumption of virtue; canting
pretence of goodness or religion." He
further states that "the word is fre
quently used in the Bible with the mean·
ing of godlessness." WEBSTER says it
means "a feigning to be what one is not
or to believe what one does not; esp.:
the false assumption of an appearance
of virtue or religion." (WEBSTER'S SE
VENTH NEW COLLEGIATEDICTION
ARY). A b.ypocrite is a "pretender." He
is not genuine. He is insincere. H~ is not
what he appears to be. Ungodly motives

prompt his hypocritical actions. Satan
uses the WILE of HYPOCRISYto cause
many people to be used for ungodly pur
poses and to be lost eternally.

Some of the Scribes and Pharisees of
the first century were hypocrites. Jesus
said to them: "Even so ye also outward
ly appear righteoos unto men, but with
in ye are fuUof hypocriSYand iniquity."
(Matt. 23:28). On one occasion "certain
of the Pharisees, and of the Herodians"
were sent unto Jesus in an effort "to
catcl\ him in his words." They compli
mented Jesus and then asked him a
,question about giving tribute unto Cae
sar. However, they were insincere and
had ulterior motives. They were guilty
of "hypocrisy." (See Mark 12:13-17;
Matt. 16:15-22).

Jesus warned his diciples to "beware
of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the
Sadducees." (Matt. 16:6). Later the dis
ciplesunderstood "bow he bade them
Inot beware of the leaven of bread, but
of tl\e doctrine of the Pharisees and of
the Sadducees:' (See I,VIatt.16:11-12). In
Luke 12:1 Jesus warned his disciples to
"Beware ••• of the leaven of the Phari
sees, which is HYPOCRISY." A number
of "woes" were pronounced upon and a
number of scathing rebukes were given
to some of the religionists ("scribes and
Pharisees") who lived during the per
sonal ministry of Jesus Christ on earth.
(See Matt. 23).

Paul warned that some "in the latter
times" would "depart from th,e faith,
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doc
trines of devils; Speaking lies in hypocri
sy ••• " (See 1 Tim. 4:1-2).

Hypocrites appear righteous, but "are
full of hypocriSy and iniquity." (See
Matt. 23:28). A man who appears right~
eous and then destroys his neighbor
"with h,is mouth" is a hypocrite. (See
Provo 11:9).

Men are hypocrites who "devour wi
dows houses, and for a pretense make
long prayer." (See Matt. 23:14).

A man is a hypocrite who gives alms
that he may be seen of men. (See Matt.
6:1-4).

Men who fast in such a way as to ap
(Continued on page 3)
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pear unto men to fast are hypocrites.
(See Matt. 6:16-18).

It is quite possible for a person to
preach Christ Iii pretence ratner than in
truth. Hypocrisy is evident when one
preaches Christ "of envy and strife."
Contention and insincerity may cause
one to preach "in pretense." Hypocrites
use "feigned words" to make "mer
chandise" of others. (See 2 Peter 2:1-3).
Love will cause one to preach "in truth."

What is the hope of the hypocrite?
"the joy of the hypocrite is but for a
moment." (See Job 20:5). It is "woe"
to the hypocrite! Hypocrites are "child
ren of hell" and will "receive the great
er damnation." (See Matt. 23:14-15).
They will have their "portion" because
they cannot "escape the damnation of
hell!" (See Matt. 23:33).

Satan is very deceitful. He uses every
available "wile" to bring about the
downfall of as many people as possible.
HypocriSyis truly a "wile of the Devil."

"Wisdom that is from above is first
PURE, then peaceable, gentle, and easy
to be entreated, full of mercy and good
fruits, without partiality, and without
HYPOCRISY." (James 3:17).

(CRS)
(To be continued)
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puts -the acquiring of riches before his
service to God is guilty. So is he who de
sires to keep his possessions for his own
selfish uses. He who is stingy and penur
ious in his giving is covetous - for even
the bestowing of gifts may betray this
sin in the giver. (2 Cor. 9:5). The Christ
ian's conception of life needs to be bas
ed on the idea of stewardship. He must
not think of holding property with a
sense of absolute and irresponsible pro
prietorship, but should regard his bless
ings as entrusted to him to be used for
the honor of God and the extension of
His kingdom. He needs to recognize God
as the giver of every good and perfect
gift and count himself a privileged co
worker with Him to accomplish His will.

Jesus and the apostles condemned cov-

(Continuedin right column)

etousness more frequently, and more
severely, than any other sin. Perhaps,
there is no sin which offers greater dan
ger to the Christian. First, covetousness
extends its blight over the whole life.
Other sins spoil different aspects of life;
this one chills it at the center. The covet
ous person is more unlike Jesus Christ
than any other sinner. The habitual
drunKar<lmay orten be characteruoo uy
a good bit of goodness and generosIty.
Even one who, in a fit of paSSIOn,takes
the lite of another, may sometimes have
good qualities. But, the covetous man is
more unlike Christ than either of these.
Christ gave up the glories of heaven,
came to earth and gave up all that men
consider good here, and gave His lite,
for the benefit of others (2 Cor. 8:l}),but
the covetous man wants everything for
himself!

Secondly, the danger of covetousness
is seen in that no sin is harder to detect.
There is a sharp warning in the state
ment of a Catholicpriest that he had had
every conceivable sin confessed to him
except the sin of covetousness. One
knows when he has been drunk, com
mitted murder, or been guilty of forni
cation; but finds it difficult to detect
when he is covetous. Men cloak this sin
under other names, and thus, make it
appear virtuous. Under the guise of
"thrift," "diligence," or "prudence," it
is warmly welcomed and applauded, ra
ther than shunned and condemned. As it
coils tightly about the heart to stran
gle the ideals of unselfish service, sacri
fice and generosity, it is difficult to re
cognize. Enmeshed in its coils are many
who do not realize it. Many who think
themselves to be "thrifty" and "care
ful" are, in reality, covetous.

Since "covetousness ... is idolatry,"
and "no .... covetous man .... hath
any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ
and of God," then every Christian must
make it his business to detect and elim
inate this sin from his life. To eliminate
covetousness: "Seek ye first the king
dom of God, and his rightousness" (Mat
thew_6:33), "and be content with such
things as ye have; for he hath said, I
will never leave thee, nor forsake thee."

-Paul C. Keller



following Instructions
God instructed Israel to gather manna

daily, except on the Sabbath; not to
leave it till the morning, except the sixth
day. Some looked in vain for it on the
Sabbath; others found what they had
left spoiled. There was a disappointment
every time they deviated from the in
struction. Men are disappoinetd whpu
they disregard God's laws regulating so
ciety. The bandit usually lands in prison.
It is not uncommon for the immoral to
suffer violence or disease. "He that is
greedy of gain troubleth his own house."
(Proverbs 15:27).

God, through the Scriptures has in
structed that one believe what the Bible
established about Jesus Christ, repent of
sins, confess the Lord with the mouth
before men, be buried in baptism with
the Lord for the remission of sins, ob
serve the Lord's Supper on the first day
of the week, discerning the Lord's body,
give regularly and voluntarily as one has
been prospered, and live soberly, right
eously, and godly .

Israel's experience with the manna is
,too pointed and suggestive for one to
turn aside from the commandments.

-John W. Pigg

Sentence

::::::m::m:::::m::::mumm:m+.:m:::::::mI The Sutton-Hill i
r. Debate h
n The date for the Sutton-Hill Debate~

:fi:has not been re-scheduled yet. The d• Eastside church in Athens and Car-it

rol Sutton (and no doubt manygothers) are anxiously waiting for the"

West H Jbs St. church in Athens and·IAlbert 1ill to set the date for the dis-·
cussion as they pomised at the time

of the postponement that they wouldiido. As soon as the date is set, we willa

spread the news! I
IUU::UI::IIII::IIIII::111111 UllllUllllllUllllllllll

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
• SOMEONE HAS SAID: :· . •
: The difference between a wise man •
: and a fool is in their hides-the fool:
• can be skinned more than once. :• •
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Sermons
Anger is the wind that blows out the light of reason.

No power on earth or under the earth can make a man do wrong without his consent.

Circumstances don't make a man; they serve him.

We may not know what a day holds, but we know who holds the day.

You are truly poor if you have more dollars than sense.
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