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THE DEVIL IS A DECEIVER!

Are you aware of the potential
problems that you may have because
of Satan, the Devil? Did you know that
the aim or purpose is to so influence
you to cause you be in hell with him
and all the wicked ones?

Satan influenced Eve to eat of

the forbidden fruit in the garden of
Eden. (Cf. Gen. 3:1-13). In verse 13
the woman (Eve) said: "The serpent
beguiled me, and I did eat." Paul
said: " ...the woman being deceived
was in the transgression." (1 Tim.
2: 14). It is said of Satan that he
" ...deceiveth the whole world." (Rev.
12:9; cf. 20: 10). The Devil (Satan)
desires to deceive you and he is trying
to deceive you.

Satan has devices or wiles that

he uses in his attempts to deceive us.
He is crafty! He is subtle! He used his
subtlety to beguile Eve. Warning saints
Paul said: "But I fear, lest by any
means, as the serpent beguiled Eve
through his subtilty, so your minds
should be corrupted from the
simplicity that is in Christ." (2 Cor.
11:3).

To resist and oppose the Devil
successfully, we must not be ignorant
of his devices. Paul warned saints in

2 Cor. 2: 11 when he said: "Lest Satan

should get an advantage of us: for we
are not ignorant of his devices." To
be informed of the devices (wiles,
deceits) we must stay alert and give
diligence in our study of God's Word.

Here are some things the
Devil may use in efforts to deceive us.

1. FALSE TEACHERS! Jesus,
Paul, John, etc. warned of such! (See
Mt. 7:15-16; Titus 1:9-11; lJohn 4:1)
Don't be deceived by one who may
dress in the latest fashion, be
extremely nice, kind, smooth, speak
eloquently and speak of his love of
God and his concern for you. Many
are hypocrites! Even Satan is
transformed into an angel of light and
his ministers appear as ministers of
righteousness. (Cf. 2 Cor. 11:13-15).
Be on guard! Keep your eyes open!

2. RICHES! Jesus and Paul
warned of the deceitfulness of riches.

(See Mt. 13:22; Luke 12:15; 1 Tim.
6:9-19). "Riches profit not in the day
of wrath: but righteousness
delivereth from death." (Prov. 11:4).

3. SIN! Although sin is often
beautifully packaged, attractive and
very alluring, it is destructive! It will

(Continued on page 4)
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Editorial ...
MUST WE KEEP THE

SABBATH TODAY? (No.3)
In our past studies we

considered six questions in light of the
Scriptures. They were: I. What day is
the sabbath? II. Who gave the
sabbath? III. To whom what the

sabbath given? IV. Why was the
sabbath command given? V. When
was the sabbath command given? VI.
What did sabbath keeping require?
Let us continue our study of the
sabbath question.

VII. WHA T WAS THE
PENALTY FOR VIOLATING THE
SABBATH COMMAND TO DO
NO WORK? The Lord told Moses to
speak to the Israelites saying, "Ye
shall keep the sabbath therefore; for
it is holy unto you: everyone that
defIleth it shall surely be put to
death: for whosoever doeth any
work therein, that soul shall be cut
off from among the people. Six days
may work be done; but in the
seventh is the sabbath of rest, holy
to the Lord: whosoever doeth any
work in the sabbath day, he shall
surely be put to death." (Exodus
31:14-15). In Exodus 35:1-2 we read

that "Moses gathered all the
congregation of the children of
Israel together, and said unto them,
these are the words which the Lord
hath commanded, that ye should do
them. Six days shall work be done,
but on the seventh day there shall be
tp you an holy day, a sabbath of rest
to the Lord: whosoever doeth work
therein shall be put to death." We
learn from the above text that working
on the sabbath defiled the sabbath and
that the penalty was death! NOTE: For
any person that worked on the sabbath
the penalty was death! Rather severe,
wasn't it?

In Numbers 15:32-36 we read
that " ...While the children of Israel
were in the wilderness, they found a
man that had gathered sticks upon
the sabbath day. And they that
found him brought him unto Moses
and Aaron, and unto all the
congregation. And they put him in
ward, because it was not declared
what should be done to him. And
the Lord said unto Moses, The man
shall be surely put to death: all the
congregation shall stone him with
stones without the camp. And all the
congregation brought him without
the camp, and stoned him with
stones, and he died; as the Lord
commanded Moses." NOTE: Here is
an example of a man being put to
death because he had violated the
sabbath law! What had he done? He

gathered sticks upon the sabbath day!
If the sabbath law is binding

on us today, it would necessarily
follow that the penalty for violating it
should be inflicted. If not, why not?
Or could one violate the sabbath law

and thus defile the sabbath with
impunity? (Continued on page 3)
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The first seven

commandments (including the sabbath
command) of the ten commandment
law had death as the penalty for
violating them. The last three could
result in death or could lead to other

violations and result in death. (Cf. Dt.
13:6-17; Exodus 22:20; Lev. 24:10
16; Exodus 21:15; 21:12-14; Lev.
20:10; Exodus 22:1-14; 21:16; Deut.
19:16-21; Joshua 7; etc.) In fact the
law (or covenant) that contained the
ten commandments as given to the
children of Israel was one of death! It

also made provisions for death to be
the penalty for a false prophet, witch,
stubborn son, negligent owner of a
goring ox, etc. (Cf. Deut. 13:5;
Exodus 22:18; Deut. 21:18-21;
Exodus 21:29; Numbers 1:51; etc.)

Not only did God give the
children of Israel the covenant (or
law) that contained certain
commandments (and regulations) but
He also gave them certain penalties
that they were to administer for certain
sins. If the covenant (or law) that
contained the ten commandments that

God gave to the Israelites are to be
kept today, it would necessarily follow
that the penalties for violating that
law (or covenant) should be
administered today! If not, why not?

. The law that God gave to the
children of Israel not only contained
the things mentioned above but it also
required circumcision (Lev. 12:3;
Joshua 5:2-9; John 7:22-23), keeping
the Passover (Lev. 9:1-5; Deut. 16:1
8), the feast of tabernacles (Lev. 23:
33-36), the feast of weeks (or
Pentecost) (Deut. 16:9-11), etc.

The children of Israel were

under the above requirements and
regulations. These requirements and
regulations were never intended to
govern Christians. If Christians today
are under one of the above

requirements because they were given
to the children of Israel, they are
under all of them on the same basis!
In Ga1.3:10-12 Paul said, "For as
many as are of the works of the law
are under the curse: for it is written,
Cursed is everyone that continueth
not in all things which are written in
the book of the law to do them. But

that no man is justified by the law in
the sight of God, it is evident: for,
The just shall live by faith. And the
law is not of faith: but, The man
that doeth them shall live in them."

In Gal. 5:2-3 Paul said, "Behold, I
Paul say unto you, that if ye be
circumcised, Christ shall profit you
nothing. For I testify again to every
man that is circumcised, that he is a
debtor to do the whole law." NOTE:
It is clear from these verses that we

have no right to "pick and choose" as
we please from the covenant (or law)
that God gave through Moses to the
children of Israel about 3500 years
ago. If we take circumcision or the
sabbath we are debtors to do the
whole law! Paul also declared that
"Christ is become of no effect unto

you, whosoever of you are justified
by the law; ye are fallen from
grace." (Gal. 5:4). If a Christian tries
to justify the practice of binding
circumcision or sabbath keeping today
by the law he has fallen from grace!

Do not allow those who are
debtors to do the whole law deceive

you into thinking that we must keep
the sabbath today! (To be continued)
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destroy much good, love and one's
conscience! (Cf. Eccl. 9:18; Mt. 24:12;
1 Tim. 4:2). Sin will laden, hold and
enslave! (Cf. 2 Tim. 3:6; Provo 5:22;
John 8:34). Sin will mark, consume,
bring reproach and shame! (Cf. Job
10:14; Provo 14:34; Hosea 4:7). Sin
(if not forgiven) brings spiritual
death! (Cf. Rom. 6:23; Rev. 21:8).

4. EVIL COMPANIONSHIP!

Paul admonished saints, saying, "Be
not deceived: evil communications

corrupt good manners." (1 Cor.
15:33). Cf. Gal. 5:9 & 1 Thess. 5:22).
We must be careful about our

companionship! "He that walketh with
wise men shall be wise: but a

companion of fools shall be
destroyed." (Prov. 13:20).

5. OUR THINKING THAT
WE HAVE PLENTY OF TIME LEFT
TO DO GOD'S WILL LATER! We

have no promise of tomorrow. We
must work while it is day! The night
cometh when no man can work! (Cf.
Rom. 13:11-14; James 4:14-16; John
9:4).

In view of Satan's efforts to
deceive us. Lets each of us heed
Peter's advice in 1 Pet. 5:8-9. He said:

"Be sober, be vigilant; because your
adversary the devil, as a roaring
lion, walketh about, seeking whom
he may devour: Whom resist
stedfast in the faith ..." (CRS)

GOSPEL MEETINGS

Beulah, Athens, AL Sept. 7-12, 1997.
Beattyville, KY October 5-10,1997.

- SENTENCE SERMONS -

Blaming your faults on others does not remove your responsibility for your actions.* * * * * *

Sowing the seeds of courtesy, kindness and love will bring a good harvest.* * * * * *

Those who preach the gospel of Christ have beautiful feet, even with corns, calluses, etc.
* * * * * *

If you are big enough to handle a compliment, you need not fear the critic.* * * * * *

Flattery is soft soap, and soft soap is ninety per cent lye.
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