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THE RELATION OF CHRIST TO THE CHURCH
All that we know about Christ

and His relationship to the church is
what is revealed in the Scripture. It
instructs in what is right. (See 2 Tim.
3: 16-17).

1. CHRIST IS THE BUILDER
OF TIlE CHURCH! In Mt. 16:18
Jesus declared to Peter who had
confessed that He was the Son of

the living God, " ...upon this rock I
will build my church; and the gates
of hell shall not prevail against it."

2. CHRIST IS THE FOUN
DATION OF THE CHURCH! The

apostle Paul said: "For other foun
dation can no man lay than that is
laid, which is Jesus Christ." (1 Cor.
3: 11; also see Eph. 2:20). Other
churches have other foundations.

3. CHRIST IS TIlE PUR

CHASER OF THE CHURCH! (See
Acts 20:28.) His blood did not pur
chase any human denominational
body.
4. CHRIST IS THE BRIDE

GROOM! Read John 3:29-30; (Cf.
Rev. 21:2, 9; 22:17). No human
denominational church qualifies to
be the bride. Only the Lord's church
qualifies to be the bride of Christ.

5. CHRIST IS THE KING O
VER THE KINGDOM WHICH IS
HIS CHURCH! In Mt. 16:18-19 Je

sus used the expressions "my
church" and "the kingdom of hea
ven" interchangeably. In Col. 1:13
we learn that the saints at Colosse

were in "the kingdom of his dear
Son" No denominational church is

ever referred to in the Scriptures as
the kingdom of his dear Son.

6. CHRIST IS A LOVER OF

TIlE CHURCH! Eph. 5:25 says:
"Husbands, love your wives, even as
Christ also loved the church, and
gave himself for it." There is
absolutely no evidence in the
Sciptures that He loves denominat
ional churches. If so, where is it?

7. CHRIST IS THE HEAD OF

THE CHURCH! Referring to Jesus
Christ Paul said: "For the husband is
the head of the wife, even as Christ is
the head of the church ..." (Eph. 5:23).
Also see Col. 1:18; 4:15; Eph. 1:22-23.

8. CHRIST IS THE SAVIOUR

OF THE CHURCH! Eph. 5:23 says:
" ..•and he is the saviour of the body."

Denominational plants are de
stined to be rooted up! (See Psa.
127:1; Mt. 15:13). (CRS)
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E dito rial ...
SOME SINS OFTEN

OVERLOOKED (NO.3)
Even those who claim to be

Christians often overlook many
sins. It may be because of ignorance
due to a lack of study of the
Scriptures or it may be because the
seriousness of such is not realized.
Let us continue our study of some
sins often overlooked.

XI. THE SIN OF INCONTI
NENCY IS OFTEN OVERLOOK
ED! The word translated "inconti
nent" "denotes powerless, impotent;
in a moral sense, umestrained, 'without
self-control (RV)" acc. to VINE'S EX
POSITORY DICT. OF NT WORDS.

In 2 Tim. 3:1-5 Paul declared:
"For this know also, that in the last
days perilous times shall come. For
men shall be lovers of their own
selves, covetous, boasters, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient, to parents,
unthankful, unholy, Without natural
affection, trucebreakers, false ac
cusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers
of those that are good, Traitors,
heady, high-minded, lovers of plea-

ELDERS

Lionel Gary
Rex Henson
Carrol R. Sutton

DEACONS
Mike Pack
Jerry Tucker
Gerald White

sures more than lovers of God; Hav
ing a form of godliness, but denying
the power thereof: from such turn
away." NOTE: Being incontinent is
one of the causes of perilous times
in the last days.

The Lord expects us to control
ourselves. This includes our

thoughts, words and actions. Evil
originates in the heart of men. All
manner of sin including evil
thoughts, blasphemy, lascivious
ness, pride, adulteries, fornications
and murders come forth from
within and defile men. (See Mk.
7:20-23). In James 2:12 we read: "So
speak ye, and so do, as they that shall
be judged by the law of liberty." We
learn from Mt. 12:37 that our words

can either justify us or condemn us.
We are told to add to our

"knowledge temperance". (See 2 Pet.
1:6). In Acts 24:25 we read: "And as
he (Paul-CRS) reasoned of right
eousness, temperance, and judgment
to come, Felix trembled, and
answered, Go thy way for this time;
when I have a convenient season, I
will call for thee." Temperance, i.e.,
self control (which is continency) is
a part of preaching "all the counsel
of God."

To keep ourselves pure and
holy before God, we must practice
continency, i.e., self-control.

XII. THE SIN OF LASCIV
10usNEss IS OFTEN OVER
LOOKED! The word translated
"lasciviousness" "denotes excess, li
centiousness, absence of restraint, in
decency, wantonness...shameless con
duct..." acc. to VINE'S EXPOSITORY
DICT. OF NT WORDS. The same
word (in plur. form) is translated
"wanton (acts or) manners, as filthy
words, indecent bodily movements, un
chaste handling of males and females,
etc." in Rom. 13:13 acc. to THAYER'S

LEXICON (p.79). Being lascivious is
being lewd or lustful. Things that
produce or tend to produce lewd or
lustful thoughts, emotions or desires



are lascivious. Such things should
be avoided. Peter tells us to "...ab
stain from fleshly lusts, which war a
gainst the soul." (1 Pet. 2:11).

Without question, such things
as filthy speech, immodest dress,
petting, and indecent bodily move
ments (such as is involved in the
modern dance, the "gyrations" of
"cheer leaders" and the suggestive
movements that accompany most (if
not all) of the rock music, hard rock
and rap, as well as much of the
country music shown on videos to
day are lascivious in nature. Most
people of the world would not deny
that this is so.

In 1 Pet. 4:3 "lasciviousness" is

listed along with such sins as "excess
of wine" and "abominable idola
tries. " In 2 Pet. 2:18 we read of those
who" ...allure through the lusts of the
flesh, through much wantonness ..."
others. In Eph. 4:19 Paul mentions
some "Who being past feeling have
given themselves over unto lasciv
iousness, to work all uncleanness with
greediness. "

Lasciviousness is listed in Gal.
5:19-21 as one of the works of the
flesh. Paul then tells us "...that they
which do such things shall not inherit
the kingdom of God." NOTE: This is
a very serious consequence!

All of us must constantly be on
guard against the sin of lascivious
ness. We dare not overlook it!

XIII. THE SIN OF BEING EF
FEMINATE IS OFTEN OVER
LOOKED! Thayer's Lexicon (p. 387)
defines the word translated "effemi
nate " as "soft, soft to the
touch ...metaph. and in a bad sense:
effeminate, of a catamite, a male who
submits his body to unnatural lewdness,
1 Cor. 6:9..." Arndt and Gingrich says:
"of persons soft, effeminate, especially
of catamites, men and boys who allow
themselves to be misused homosexual
ly" (p. 489). NOTE: W.E. Vine com
ments: "...not simply ofa male who

practices forms of lewdness, but
persons in general, who are guilty of
addictions of the flesh, voluptuous."
The idea of being voluptuous is that of
giving pleasure to the senses.

In 1 Cor. 6:9-10 Paul said:
"Know ye not that the unrighteous
shall not inherit the kingdom of God?
Be not deceived: neither fornicators,
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
effeminate, nor abusers of themselves
with mankind, Nor thieves, nor
covetous, nor drunkards, nor revi
lers, nor extortioners, shall inherit
the kingdom of God. NOTE: Those
who are effeminate shall not inherit the
kingdom of God! FURTHER NOTE:
The NKJV says "effeminate
homosexuals" and the footnote in the
NASV says "effeminate, by perver
sion. "

We should endeavor to teach

our boys (even while young) to be
mannish in their dress as well as in

their mannerisms and speech. They
should be taught not act feminine
nor to wear "feminine clothes".
Likewise our girls (even while
young) should be taught to be
feminine in their dress as well as in

their mannerisms and speech. They
should be taught not to act mannish
nor wear "men's clothes".

This sin of being effeminate
must not be overlooked because it

will cause people to be lost in hell!
XIV. THE SIN OF SEDIT

IONS IS OFTEN OVERLOOKED!
The sin of seditions is listed in Gal.

5:19-21 as a work of the flesh. The
word translated seditions means "lit.,
a standing apart" ace. to W.E. Vine. It
is defined by Thayer's Lexicon as
"dissension, division; plur.: Ro. 16:17;
1 Cor. 3:3...Gal. 5:20" (p. 158).

In Rom. 16:17 the word is ren
dered "divisions". It is also rendered
"divisions" in 1 Cor. 3:3, but the
footnote says "factions". The idea of
a standing apart can be seen in
seditions, dissensions, divisions and

(Cont'd on p. 4)



(continued from page 3)

factions. When we cause divisions
(factions, seditions, and dissensions)
we are guilty of sin. There are many
preachers, it seems, who do not take
seriously the sin that is involved in a
person causing division. They will
uphold both the faction and the per
son (or persons) who cause it.
NOTE: If a person teaches the truth
and conducts himself properly and
division comes that person is not
guilty of sin. Cf. Luke 12:51 & Mt.
10:34-37; Also see Gal. 1:6-8; 5:12).

Overlooking the sin of sedit
ions is a serious offence!

XV. THE SIN OF FOOLISH

TALK IS OVERLOOKED! In Eph.
5:3-7 foolish talking is listed with a
number of other things which are
not "befitting." In fact, because of
"these things" the wrath of God will
come upon the children of diso
bedience. Referring to the word that
is translated ''foolish talking" W.E.
Vine says: "...foolish, dull, stupid...it
denotes more than mere idle talk."

To get a clearer understanding
of what is suggested by ''foolish''
here are some synonyms: senseless,
crazy, irrational, brainless, idiotic,
stupid and nonsensical.

We should be very careful a
bout our speech. Jesus said: " ...for
out of the abundance of the heart the

mouth speaketh." (Mt. 12:34). In
verse 36 He said: "For by thy words
thou shalt be justified, and by thy
words thou shalt be condemned."

Overlooking the sin of foolish
talking is a serious problem.

(To be continued)
NOTICE TO ALL WHO RECEIVED THE
LAST BOUND VOLUMES OF THE IN
STRUCTOR: There was a mistake made by the
printers. They reprinted ""Must We Keep The
Sabbath Today? (No.12) instead of (No. 15) in
the August 1998 issue. The rest of that issue is
correct. We are making copies of the August,
1998 issue of The Instructor available to all who
desire a copy to enable you to have the complete
series on "Must We Keep The Sabbath
Today?"

GOSPEL MEETINGS
JENNINGS, Florida - September 2-7, 2001.
EAST ALBERTVILLE, Albertville, Al - Septem
ber 16-21,2001 - Steve Klein preaching.
NEW LEBANON, Ohio - October 7-12,2001.

SENTENCE SERMONS
It is better to be despised and hated for doing right than to be praised for doing wrong.

* * * * *

Some people seem to be more concerned about where they will spend their two weeks' vacation
than where they will spend eternity. What a shame!

* * * * *
He who has no inclination to learn more will be very apt to think that he knows enough.* * * * *

The man who sings his own praises will invariably get the tune too high.
* * * * *

When a person robs another person of virtue he loses his own.
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