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TURNING THE OTHER (HEEK

In the sermon on the mount, Jesus
said, "Ye have heard that it hath been
said. An eye for an eye, and a tooth
for a tooth: But I say unto you, That ye
resist not evil: but whosoe~er shall
smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to
him the other also." (Matt. 5:38, 39)'

It seems that there is something about
man that makes him want to go back,
to seek revenge, to retaliate for any
hurt, losses, or damages that he may
have received. But the Lord combats
such an attitude not only by condemn
ing it, but also by aSking the one who
has been offended to turn the other
cheek.

No doubt about it, this is one of the
real tests of Christianity. Can we turn
the other cheek? Will we turn it? Christ
says that we must if we are going to
follow Him. But what is the purpose of
it? To make the offender ashamed of
himself and thus seek forgiveness.

Jesus said again, "Love your enemies,
bless them that curse you, do good to
them that hate you, and pray for them
which despitefully use you, and perse
cute you." (Matt. 5:44). And Paul said,
"Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed
him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in
so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire
on his head. Be not overcome of evil
but overcome evil with good." (Rom.
12:20, 21).

So the next time someone says some
thing bad about you, say a good word
about him. If a friend refuses to speak

to you, be sure to speak to him. If he
refuses to help you, go ahead and help
him. If he is not thankful for what you
have done for him, thank him for what
he has done for you. If he asks forgive
ness be willing to forgive him. For re
member, the Lord warned, "For if ye
forgive men their trespasses. your heav
enly Father will also forgive you: But if
ye forgive not men their trespasses, nei
ther will your Father forgive your tres
passes." (Matt. 6:14-15)'

Christ Himself is our great example
in all of this. He was reviled but He
reviled not. He was beaten, mocked, and
crucified, but instead of being bitter, He
accepted the torture, and then looked
down on those who were responsible
and said, "Father, forgive them for they
know not what they do."

Do you have the spirit of Christ? Are
you wilIing to turn the other cheek?
Are you a big enough person to return
good for bad? Do you forgive those who
seek your forgiveness? If you are a
Christian, you wilI and yea, you do.

-J. C. Choate in "THE NORTHERN

WATCHMAN," July 3, 1960.
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Editorial ...

Children of Hell
In Matt. 23:15 the Lord denounced

the Scribes and Pharisees by saying:
"Woe, unto you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land
to make one proselyte, and when he is
made, ye make him twofold more THE
CHILD OF HELL THAN YOUR
SELVES." Since Jesus said that one
proselyted by these religious hypocrites
was "twofold more the child of hell
than" they were, this necessarily im
plies that they, too, were CHILDREN
OF HELL. The thought is that they and
those proselyted by them were such as
were lost and would not escape the
damnation of eternal torment.

SOME CHARACTERISTICS

1. POSITIVE IN WORDS, BUT NEG
ATIVE IN ACTION. In Matt. 23:3 Jesus
said concerning those who were child
ren of hell "... but do not ye after their
works: for they say, and do not." From
the beginning of man on earth God has
expected man to show respect for him
and DO HIS WILL. Adam and Eve
were expelled from the Garden of Eden
because they failed to DO AS God com
manded. Only those who were DOERS
of God's will were pleasing to Him dur
ing the Mosiac dispensation. Now, in
the gospel age, God expects us to rev
erence him and obey his command
ments. In Matt. 7:21 Jesus said that the
person who DOES the will of the Father

which is in heaven is the one who will
enter into the kingdom of heaven.
James 1:22 tells us to "be doers of the
word, and not hearers only, deceiving
your own selves." Titus 1:16 describes
some who "profess that they know God:
but in works they deny Him, being
abominable and disobedient, and unto
every good work reprobate." We may
say the right things, but in order to be
saved eternally, we must DO them!

2. IMPROPER MOTIVES. We learn
from Matt. 23:5 that "all their works
they do for to be seen of men ... " Al
though they are negative toward many
of their duties, they do other works, but
do them in order for men to see them
that they might receive the praises of
men. Some today will only do things if
others see them or will learn of what
they do. In fact, often times, they make
it a point to "broadcast" what they do.
Dear reader, please turn to and read
Matt. 6:1-6 and you will see that Jesus
very plainly condemned those who do
"alms before men, to be seen of them."
He says: "Therefore when thou doest
thine alms, do not sound a trumpet be
fore thee, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and in the streets, that they
may have glory of men. Verily I say
unto you, They have their reward."

An unholy desire to be exalted by
men will cause some to act in such a
way as to manifest pride and arrogancy
and to court the favor of people.

In order to please God with our ac
tions, our motives must be pure.

3. HYPOCRITICAL. We learn from
Matt. 23:14 that some would "devour
widows' houses, and for a pretense
make long prayer." Jesus said they
would therefore "receive the greater
damnation." Ungodly acts cannot be
properly covered by a hypocritical pray
er. In Matt. 6:5 Jesus said hypocrites
love to pray in public places that they
may be seen of men. Jesus did not con
demn fasting but He did condemn peo
ple fasting for the purpose of impress-

(Continued on page 3)
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CHILDREN OF HELL

ing men and thus receive glory from
them.

Solomon said in Provo 11:9 that "an
hypocrite with his mouth destroyeth
his neighbor ... " A hypocrite is often
double-tongued. He speaks well of a
man to his face but speaks behind his
back in such a way as to destroy him.
He may appear as a close friend, yet
seek to destroy one's influence. He ob
viously thinks that he can exalt himself
by destroying another. All of us should
earnestly strive to be free from hypo
crisy.

4. UNGODLY ZEAL. In Matt. 23:15

Jesus shows that children of hell may
be so zealous that they will "<"ompass
sea and land to make one proselyte." In
other words, they will spend whatever
time, effort and means are necessary
in order to accomplish this. They mani
fest great zeal, but again they have
base motives. In reality, no good but
much evil is produced by their fervent
efforts.

Every Christian out of a pure heart
should zealously engage in every good

work as ability and opportunity allows.
Zeal must be directed by proper know
ledge. Saul, before his conversion, was
very zealous in persecuting the church.
This was sinful! Later, however, he fer
vently preached and practiced the faith
that he once destroyed!

5. INCONSISTENT. In Matt. 23: 16-26

J·esus shows the inconsistency of those

to whom he was speaking. They said,
"whosoever shall swear by the temple,
it is nothing; but whosoever shall swear
by the gold of the temple, he is a debt
or!" They also said, "whosoever shall
swear by the altar, it is nothing; but

whosoever sweareth by the gift that is
upon it, he is guilty." Jesus showed also

that they would pay tithes of the very
smallest matters. but would omit
weightier matters of the law such as

judgment. mercy and faith. They would
strain at a gnat and swallow a camel.

Today, many people are just as incon
sistent in their reasoning concerning
spiritual things as were those mention
ed in Matt. 23 who were children of

hell. For example, a person may insist
that all denominations are wrong, and
yet he may be a member of one. Or a
person may say, "the Bible teaches

there is only one true church, but I
believe that there are saved people in
all churches and that one church is just
as good as another." A person may be
inconsistent by not practicing what he

teaches. He may "condemn" others for
"condemning" others. Or one may insist
that it is wrong to argue, but he may
even "fight as well as fuss" with his
wife!

We need to sincerely endeavor to be
consistent in life and in teaching.

6. MAY APPEAR BEAUTIFUL. Jesus

said: "Woe unto you, scribes and Phari
sees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto
whited sepulchres, which indeed appear
beautiful outward, but within are full
of dead men's bones, and of all un

cleaness. Even so ye also outwardly ap
pear righteous unto men, but within ye
are full of hypocrisy and iniquity."
(Matt. 23:27-28), No doubt, many who
appear pious and sweet are low and

mean. Outward beauty does not always
indicate inward purity!

Are you a child of hell? A careful
examination in the light of divine truth
is of great value. (CRS)



"WHO: CAUSED THE DIVISION!"

Sometimes churches become divided. It can be caused by the wayward lives
of non-disciplined members, innovations in worship or church orgamzation, and
a host of other things. There is always the question, "Who caused the division?"
There are nearly always charges and counter charges in regard to this question.
How, then, may we correctly determine the answer to it?

In the Corinthian church we find division. (1 Cor. 1:10-16). There were
four groups-Paulicans, Apollonians, Cephians, and Christians. Who caused this
division? Was it those who called themselves after Paul? after Peter? after Apol
los? or after Christ? It certainly was not those who called themselves after
Christ! They had AUTHORITY for their action. (Acts 4: 12, 11:26; 26:28; 1
Pet. 4; 16). But what authority did those have who called themselves after Paul,
Peter, and Appollos? (1 Cor. 1:13). Now, think again on this question, "Who
caused Corinth's division; those who had authority, or those who had no author
ity?" The obvious answer is, "Those who had no authority - the Pau1icans,
Apollonians, and Cephians."

So it is today. Those who have authority - a "Thus saith the Lord" - estab
lished by direct command, approved example, or necessary inference are not
guilty. The guilty parties are always those who cannot establish such authority
for their teaching or practice.

-James L. Denison, in FIRM FOUNDATION

Sentence Sermons
The trouble with blowing one's own horn is that it seldom leaves any wind for climb
ing.

One never properly respects the authority of the Word of God so long as he fails to
respect the silence of that Word.

If thou wouldst live long, live well; for folly and wickedness shorten life.-Franklin

To live happily: See no slights,accept no insults, cherish no jealousies, and indulge in
no hatreds.

Exclude religion from education and you have no foundation upon whIch to build moral
character.-Elliot
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