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Some who wear the name of Christ suffer
no persecution because they are so weak in
devotion that no one takes any notice of
them. But those who are zealous and
devoted will suffer persecution. Peter says,
"Beloved, think it not strange concerning
the fiery trial which is to try you as though
some strange thing happened unto you." (1
Peter 4:12). I don't know how some have
reached the conclusion that if one has a
great trial in living the Christian life, it is
because there is something wrong with him.
Rather we should conclude that if one has no
trials in the Christian life, it is because there
is something wrong with him. Paul says,
"Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ
Jesus shall suffer persecution." (2 Timothy
3:12).

When Paul was persecuted he did not
attribute it to some fault in his life, but
esteemed himself as suffering with Christ. It
was no strange thing in Paul's mind that he
should be put in prison and be beaten with
rods. He gloried in such adversities, because
in them he was a partaker of Christ's
sufferings.

Conceming his own converts and the
converts of other apostles and evangelists,
Paul says, "Every man's work shall be made
manifest: for the day shall declare it,
because it shall be revealed by fire; and the
fire shall try every man's work of what sort
it is." (1 Cor. 3:13). Some converts are like

wood, hay and stubble. Probably every
preacher builds some ofthis kind of material
on the foundation of Christ. This material
will not stand the fiery test. It is destroyed
when the ordeal comes. Concerning this
class of weak people Jesus says, "Those on
the rock are they, which, when they hear,
receive the word with joy; and these have no
root, which for a while believe, and in the
time of temptation fall away." (Luke 8:13).
This teaching is hard on the ill-advised
theory of "the perserverance of the saints."
but it is in the Bible and we can not
repudiate it. We have a great number like
this in the church. They apparently do well
while the sailing is smooth. As long as they
meet with no obstacles, they go along with
the crowd. But when the way gets hard and
rough, they take out and quit the service of
Christ. Jesus says in time of temptation
they fall away. They can not stand fiery
trials.

GLORIFY GOD IN THE FIRE

Isaiah said to Israel in time of distress,
"Wherefore glorify ye the Lord in the fires."
(Isaiah 24:15).When King Nebuchadnezzar
set up a great golden image in the plain of
Dura, and commanded the people to fall
down and worship it, certain of the Jews
who were in captivity refused to obey the
king. Shadrack, Meshach and Abednego
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Editorial- - -

WALKING BY FAITH
The apostle Paul said: "For we walk by

faith, not by sight." (2 Cor. 5:7).
Many who claim to be walking by faith are

not so walking. It may be because they do
not know what is involved in walking by faith
or they may know, but are not willing to so
walk.

Walking by faith involves action. One can
not walk without action. Neither can on walk
by faith without action. Although walking by
faith demands action, mere action is not
enough. There must be proper action. There
must be action directed by God through His
word. One who is wholly passive can not
walk by faith. He must be active. Proper
action is doing God's will. It is obeying His
word. (See Matthew 7:21-23;James 1:22-25;
2:12; Hebrews 5:8-9 & Rev. 22:14).

Walking by faith involves trust. One may
walk "religiously" without trust, but one
can not walk by faith without it. One must
have trust in the Lord. One must rely upon
Jesus Christ for salvation and firmly believe
that the promises of God as revealed in His
word are sure and will be fulfilled and
accompished. The preacher said: "The fear
of man bringeth a snare: but whose putteth
his trust in the Lord shall be safe." (Prov.

29:25). The good man's " ... heart is fixed,
trusting in the Lord." (Psalms 112:7). The
Psalmist said: "0 Lord of hosts, blessed is
the man that trusteth in thee." (Psalms 84:12).
We learn from 1 Peter 3:5 that "in the old
time the holy women also, who trusted in
God, adorned themselves, being in
subjection unto their own husbands." If
your trust is in the Lord, you do believe what
His word teaches and you are willing to obey
it.

Walking by faith involves the Word of God.
Man can not walk by faith unless he knows
what God's will for him is and he believes it.
God's will has been revealed and is
contained in the Scriptures. Man must be
willing to "give diligence" in order to rightly
divide the word of truth and thus
understand it. (See 2 Timothy 2:15). The
entrance of God's word gives light. It gives
understanding to the simple. If we will truly
"consider" what Paul (and other inspired
men) taught, the Lord will give us
understanding in all things. (See 2 Timothy
2:7).God, in His wisdom, so designed things
to keep man of his own wisdom from
knowing God. (See 1Cor. 1:21).God's word is
"quick and powerful" and is "able to save
your souls." (See Hebrews 4:12 & James
1:21)

Faith that enables us to walk properly
comes by hearing God's word. Paul said: "So
then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by
the word of God." (Romans 10:17).

Walking by faith involves doing what God
says with the proper motive. Nothing is
taught more clearly in God's word than this.
In Matthew 6:1-18Jesus teaches that doing
alms, praying and fasting must be done to
please God. They must not be done in order
to impress men and to receive praise from
men. We must not seek to please men, but
God, who trieth our hearts.

Walking by faith involves doing things
because God said do them. Faith does not act
in the realm of human will, reason and
pleasure, but it acts according to divine
revelation.

If you are an alien sinner, you must
believe, repent of your sins, confess your faith
in Jesus Christ and be baptized in order to be
saved from past sins. (See John 20:30-31;
Acts 17:30; Romans 10:9-10;Mark 16:16 &
Acts 2:38).If you are unfaithful as a child of
God, you must repent, confess your sins and
pray in order to be forgiven. (See Acts 8:22 &
James 5:16). ARE YOU WALKING BY
FAITH?
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HUMILITY
Humility to a great extent has become a

forgotten virtue, and yet this quality which
played so important a part in the life of
Christ must not be over looked. The goal of
every Christian is to constantly become
more like Christ, yet "if any man have not
the spirit of Christ he is none of His." (Rom.
8:9). When we think of the Christ of the
upper room who acted in the capacity of a
most menial servant, it helps us to realize
how thoroughly He was cloaked in the
garment of humility. (John 13:1-17). The
fact that He chose His last night on earth
and the setting of the sacred supper to
impress this lesson should be an indication
to us of its importance.

THE NATURE OF HUMILITY

In regard to one's self, humility calls for
meekness and lowliness. This is an attitude
which is best expressed on our part by the
willingness to render service to others.
Because Christ was humble He served; and
being like Him, we shall serve too. All who
have ever been Christlike ha ve been lowly in
mind. The great Apostle Paul said of himself
that his service for the Lord was rendered
with "all lowliness of mind," and he
counsels us "not to think of ourselves more
highly than we ourght to think." (Acts 20:19
& Romans 12:3).It is also said of Moses that
the man "was very meek, above all the men
that were on the face of the earth."
(Numbers 12:3). When we are tempted to
forget these things, it will be made easier for
us to become humble by recalling our own
weaknesses and infirmities. A full
realization of our utter dependence upon
God will also encourage the culitivation of
humility within ourselves.

Humility also has an aspect that regards
others. In this regard it becomes necessary
for us to cultivate a habit of consideration
and sympathy in behalf of others. The
humble person is one who is able to offer a
deep expression of love in a demonstratable
form. He must be able to love as Christ
loved; for He, Himself, is the best portrayal
ofhumility. He was humble in life, in that He
emptied Himself of all glories of heaven; and
as Creator, Hetook upon Himself the form of
a mere creature. (Phil. 2:5-7).From a throne
on high to the miseries of the earth was the
measure of his humility. His entire life was a
living demonstration of humility, but
especially was it seen in His willingness to

even wash the feet of His disciples who
considered themselves too exalted to
perform such a lowly office. And, above all,
it was witnessed in His willingness to
undergo the death ofthe cross as though He
were a despised felon. The gulf that
separates between the Christ in heaven,
existing in the form of God, on an equality
with God and the despised Man nailed to
Calvary's cross could be bridged only by
supreme humility. Because our salvation
can not be made possible save by the
exercise of this virtue, it is necessary that it
be made thoroughly a part of our own lives.
---Malcom P. Hinckley in CHRISTIAN

LEADER September, 1949

COULD THIS BE YOU?
Sometimes when you're feeling
important,

Sometimes when your ego's in bloom,
Sometimes when you take it for granted,

You're the best qualified in the room;
Sometimes when you feel that your

going,
Would leave an unfillable hole;

Just follow this simple instruction,
And see how it humbles your soul.

Take a bucket and fill it with water;
Put your hands in it up to your wrists;

Pull it out and the hole that remains,
Is a measure of how you'll be missed.

You may splash all you please when you
enter,

You may stir up the water galore;
But stop and you'll find in a minute,

That it looks just the same as before.
The moral is this is quite simple;

Do just the best you can,
Be proud of yourself, but remember

THERE IS NO INDISPENSABLE
MAN!

---Taken from THE OBSERVER, Vol. 9,
No. 41, 10/26/69, Author unknown.

THE PATIENT'S ATTITUDE

"I didn't come to be told I'm burning the
candle at both ends," said the patient to his
doctor. "I came for more wax."

Hummmmmmmmmmmmm!
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were outspoken on the subject. They did not
fear the penalty of being cast into a fiery
furnace, but said to the king, "0
Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to
answer thee in this matter. It if be so, our
God whom we serve is able to deliver us from
the burning fiery furnace, and he will
deliver us out of thine hand, 0 King. But if
not, be it known unto thee, 0 King, that we
will not serve thy gods, nor worship the
golden image which thou hast set up." (Dan.
3:16-18). They were cast into the fire, but the
Lord delivered them.

The Lord's people must be determined to
serve him, whatever may be the cost. These
three devoted Hebrews had unbounded trust
in God's protection and providence. Wesing,
"Be not dismayed whatever betides, God
will take care of you." Do we really believe
this? We frequently meet tests where we
must decide between pleasing God and men.
Paul said if he pleased men, he could not be
th servant of Christ. Some times public
opinion stands--up before men like the great
image of Nebuchadnezzer. Many fall dow.)1
and worship it. Instead of doing what is
right, the big question is, "What will the
people say?" It is safer to be in trouble with

(Continued in right column)

THE Hill-SUTTON DEBATE

The HILL-SUTTON DEBATE has not

been re-scheduled yet. For some reason or
reasons, it has been more than two years
since we have gotten any word whatever
from either Albert Hill or the "elders" of
the West Hobbs Street Church in Athens.
A telegram sent to Albert Hill more than
three months ago stating that it is urgent
that he contact us at once, has prompted
no reply whatever!

Is it possible that neither Hill nor the
"elders" have any intention of having the
debate AS THEY AGREED more than
two years ago TO DO?

Is it possible that neither Hill nor the
"elders" have any intention of acting like
gentlemen, to say nothing of acting like
Christians, in this matter? If this is the
case, it will be more evident as time
passes.
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the favor of God, than itis to be out oftrouble
without the favor of God. Job said, "though
he slay me, yet will I trust him"
---W.M. Davis In GOSPEL DIGEST, 1949.

Sentence Sermons
If you hold you religion lightly, you are sure to let it slip.

Faith is never surprised at success.

Beware of the rubber conscience and the concrete heart.

The trouble with little sins is they don't stay little.

If you want to get to the top, you must get to the bottom of things.
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