
THE INSTRUCTOR

«All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,

for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness." 2 Timothy 3: 16

Volume 20 DECEMBER, 1983 Number 12

ARE YOU WITHOUT CHRIST?

Prior to the coming of Jesus Christ
into the world, Gentiles, as a class of
people, were "aliens from the com
monwealth of Israel, strangers from
the covenants of promise, having no
hope, and without God in the world."
After Christ came, in Christ those who
"were afar off are made nigh by the
blood of Christ." Christ "is our
peace" and He hath made both the
Israelites and the Gentiles one. He
"abolished" the law of commandments
in order to make in Him one new man
"that He might reconcile both unto
God in one body by the cross, having
slain the enmity thereby." See Ephes
ians 2:8-22).

Today, bothJew and Gentile can have
God and have hope in Christ! God is
no respecter of persons. In every nation
he (any he) that "feareth God and
worketh righteousness is accepted of
Him." (See Acts 10:34-35).

Prior to their faith and obedience to
the gospel of Christ, the saints (who
were Gentiles) at Ephesus "were with
out Christ, ... having no hope, and
without God in the world." (See
Ephesians 2:12). They were lost, but
God's grace saved them! When they

heard the gospel preached by the apostle
Paul, "they were baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ." (See Acts
19:1-5). They believed the gospel and
were baptized "into Christ." They
were washed in the blood of Christ!
Thus they were saved by grace through
faith! Jesus had said: "He that believ
eth and is baptized shall be saved,
... " (Mark 16:16). Their salvation
was not of themselves! It was a gift of
God! It was not "of works, lest any
man should boast." God, who is rich
in mercy, provided their salvation! (See
Ephesians 2:1-10).

Those who had been aliens, strang
ers and foreigners were now "fellow
citizens with the saints, and of the
household of God! They were "build
ed together (with others) for an habita
tion of God through the Spirit." (See
Ephesians 2:22).

Have you believed the gospel and
been baptized? If not, you are yet in
your sins! You have not been saved by
grace through faith! You are without
Christ! You are without God in the
world! You are lost! You have no hope!
Are you without Christ? You need
not be!

- (CRS)
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Editorial - - -
WHA T HAPPENS TO

THE WICKED?

Have you ever wondered about the
curses of the wicked? Do you ever think
about what will happen to those who are
wicked? Of course, we have reference
to those who do not repent of their wick
edness. God's Word tells us what will
happen to the wicked.

In spite of the fact that the wickedmay
have material possessions and earthly
treasures, it does not pay to practice
wickedness because "the treasures of
wickedness profit nothing: but right
eousness delivereth from death."
(Proverbs 10:2). We learn from Pro
verbs 10: 11 that " ... violence cover
eth the mouth of the wicked." Weare
told in Proverbs 10:30 that" ... the
wicked shall not inherit the earth"
and from Proverbs 10:3 we learn that
the Lord "casteth away the substance
of the wicked."

Let us now consider some things that
are in store for the wicked.

1. HIS LAMP SHALL BE PUT
OUT. We learn from Proverbs 13:9
that "The light of the righteous re
joiceth: but the lamp of the wicked
shall be put out." In other words,
the light of those who are righteous will
shine brightly but the lamp of those
who practice wickedness will be snuffed
out! Also see Job 18:5 and 21:17.

2. THE WICKED IS SNARED IN
THE WORK OF HIS OWN HAND.
The Psalmist tells us that "the Lord is
known by the judgment which he exe
cuteth: the wicked is snared in the
work of his own hands." (Psalms
9:16). Solomon tells us that "His own
iniquities shall take the wicked him
self, and he shall be holden with the
cords of his sins." (Proverbs 5:22).

3. HE SHALL FALL BY HIS OWN
WICKEDNESS. The wise man said:
" ... the wicked shall fall by his own
wickedness." (Proverbs 11:5).

4. THE LORD IS FAR FROM THE
WICKED AND IS ANGRY WITH
THE WICKED EVERY DAY. Solo
mon said: "The Lord is far from the
wicked: but He heareth the prayer of
the righteous." (Prov. 15:29). The
Psalmist tells us that "God judgeth the
righteous, and God is angry with the
wicked every day." (Psalms 7:11). If
you are wicked, God is angry with you!

5. THE YEARS OF THE WICKED
SHALL BE SHORTENED. Solomon
said: "The fear of the Lord prolongeth
days: but the years of the wicked shall
be shortened." (Proverbs 10:27). People
are promised a longer life here on earth if
they fear God than they are promised if
they are wicked. Yes, the years of the
wicked shall be shortened.

6. THE WICKED WILL RECEIVE
WRATH AND PUNISHMENT. A
person who persues wickednessdoes so to
his own hurt and death. "Though hand
join in hand, the wicked shall not be
unpunished: .... ", (Proverbs 11:21),
and his expectation "is wrath." (Pro
verbs 11:23). In the judgment scene
pictured in Matthew 25:31-46 the wick
ed will be told to "depart from me, ye
cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared
for the Devil and his angels ... And
these shall go away into everlasting
punishment ... " Also see Romans
2:8-9 and Romans 1:18.

"There is no peace, saith my God,
to the wicked." (Isaiah 57:21).

- (CRS)



WHA T ABOUT THE DECREES?
What were the "decrees" that are

mentioned in Acts 16:4? That verse
reads as follows: "And as they (Paul
and his companions-CRS) went
through the cities, they delivered
them the decrees for to keep, that
were ordained of the apostles and
elders which were at Jerusalem."
Did those "decrees", in any sense,
constitute "law?" Please candidly con
sider the following facts:

1. The word from which "decrees"
is translated is defined as "an opinion,
a judgment , doctrine, decree,
ordinance " by THAYER'S LEXI-
CON, p. 153. VINE'S EXPOSITORY
DICTIONARY OF N. T. WORDS
defines it to mean "an opinion ex
pressed with authority, a doctrine,
ordinance, decree ... "

2. The word from which "decrees"
in Acts 16:4 is translated is the same
word, basically, that is translated "de
cree" in Luke 2: 1 with reference to a
"decree from Ceasar" where it ob
viously means "an edict," "an or
der," or "a law." It is translated "or
dinances" in Ephesians 2:16 and Col.
2:14 in some translations. In some
other translations it is rendered "de
crees" in those passages.

3. The "decrees" were specific.
The Gentile converts were to abstain
from: (a) meats offered to idols (or pol
lutions of idols), (b) fornication, (c)
blood, and (d) things strangled. (See
Acts 15:19-20 and 15:28-29).

4. It "seemed good" to the apostles
and elders with the whole church to lay
no greater burden (that of circumcision
and keeping the law of Moses) than
"these necessary things" ("the de
crees") upon the Gentile believers.
(See Acts 15:1, 5, 22-30).

5. It also "seemed good" to the
Holy Ghost to lay no greater burden
(that of circumcision and keeping the
law of Moses) than "these necessary
things" ("the decrees") upon the Gen
tile converts. (See Acts 15:1, 5, 22-30).

6. These specific "decrees" were
"necessary things." (See Acts 15:
28-29).

7. These specific ' 'decrees" were
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in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia. (See Acts
15:22-30).

8. These "decrees" were "or
dained of the apostles and elders
which were at Jerusalem." (See Acts
16:4).

9. These "decrees" were to be kept.
Acts 16:4 says that" ... they deliv
ered them the decrees for to keep ... "

10. If the brethren (which were of the
Gentiles) followed these decrees they
would "do well." (See Acts 15:28-29).

Did these "decrees" constitute a
"legal" type document or did they con
stitute merely "a love letter?" Were
these "decrees" merely suggestions or
did they constitute God's will (and
law) in the matters discussed? Inci
dentally, were these "decrees" given
and revealed by the grace of God?
Surely, they were!

What would have been the situation
if the Gentile Christians had ignored
these "decrees?" Suppose they violat
ed them. Would they have been guilty
of sin? Please remember that these
"decrees" were "necessary things"
which were to be kept which "seemed
good" to the Holy Ghost as well as to
the apostles and elders. If they would
have been guilty of sin by violating the
"decrees," they must have constituted
law (of God) because "whosoever sin
neth transgresseth also the law: for
sin is the transgression of the law."
(1 John 3:4).

Would we be guilty of sin today if we
violated (or ignore) those "decrees?"
Would we? Do we, as Christians, have
the right to partake of "pollutions of
idols?" Would we sin if we partook?
Do we have the right to eat "things
strangled?" Would it be sinful if we
did? Would it be sinful to drink
"blood?" Would we sin if we commit
"fornication?" If so, why? If we sin
by violating those "decrees," they
constitute "law" because "sin is the
transgression of the law!"

Dear reader, if your concept of
"grace" allows you to violate those
"decrees" without it affecting your
relationship with God. you have the
wrong concept of "grace!"



IS IT REALLY TRUE?
(No.7)

IS IT REALLY TRUE that God's
word will abide forever? Yes, it is
true because Jesus said: "Heaven and
earth shall pass away, but my words
shall not pass away." (Matthew 24:35).
Peter tells us that " ... the word of the
Lord endureth forever. " (1 Peter
1:25). NOTE: Every human doctrine
and every denominational teaching that
is contrary to God's word will pass away!

IS IT REALLY TRUE that we will
be judged by God's word in the last
day? Yes, it is true because Jesus said:
"He that rejecteth me, and receiveth
not my word, hath one that judgeth
him: the word that I have spoken, the
same shall judge him in the last day. "
Oahn 12:48). NOTE: You will not be
judged either by the doctrines or opin
ions of men, but by the law of liberty!
(SeeJames 2:12).

IS IT REALLY TRUE that all the
stars have been numbered and named?
Yes, it is true because Psalms 147:4
says: "He (the Lord) (telleth the num
ber of the stars; He calleth them all
by their names."

- (CRS)

STUDY GOD'S WORD
WHY? It sanctifies us and makes us

free. (See John 17:17 and John 8:32).
HOW DOES IT SANCTIFY US

AND MAKE US FREE? It keeps us
from the wages of sin, which is death.
(See Romans 6:23). But how does it
accomplish this?

1. It develops and increases our faith
which saves us from sin. (See John
20:30-31; Romans 10:17; Ephesians
2:8-9 and Hebrews 11:6).

2. It tells us what sin is so we won't
sin. (See Rom. 3:20 and 7:7).

3. It tells us what truth is so we won't
sin by teaching false doctrine. (See
2 Tim. 2:14-18).

HOW MUCH? Day and night.
(See Psalms 1:2).

We must know what is right in order
to do what is right. (See Rom. 3:20
and Rom. 7:7). We must do what is
right in order to go to heaven. (See Mt.
7:21 and Heb. 5:9). So study God's
word! Let us all love God's law (Psa.
119:97), studying it (2 Tim. 2:15) day
and night (Psa. 1:2), so we can defend
it (Phil. 1:17), in a manner indicating
we love God with all our heart, soul and
mind! (Mt. 22:37).

Patrick Donahue,
7-U Northwood Lake,
Northport, AL 35476

SENTENCE SERMONS -
Saying what is right is always easier than doing what is right.

* * * *

One is indeed foolish who increases his speed after he loses his way.
* * * *

Those who think it is permissible to tell "white lies" will soon grow colorblind.
* * * *

Circumstances are just raw materials out of which God makes character and
strength and virtue.

* * *

If things don't seem to be going your way, perhaps you are on the wrong road.
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