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" ...THE DISCIPLES WERE CALLED CHRISTIANS ..."
(Acts II :26)

A disciple is a learner, or taught an oracle" by RobertYoungLLD. in
or trained one. It is one who YOUNG'SANALYTICALCONCORDANCE
believes and follows the teachings TOTHEBIBLE.NOTE:Obviously, the
of the one who taught him. We can disciples were called Christialls by
read in the New' Testament Scrip- Divine authority. It was not a nick-
tures of the disciples of different name or a name given in derision by
ones. For example, we can read of their enemies!
the disciples of: (I) Moses in John The second time we find the
9:28. Some said: " ...We are Moses' word Christian is in Acts26:28 where
disciples." (2) John in Matthew9:14. It King Agrippa said to Paul: "Almost
says: "Then came to him (Jesus_ Ed.) thou persuadest me to be a Chris-
the disciples of John, saying, ..." (3) tian." NOTE:Paul did not persuade
The Pharisees in Mark 2:18. It says: men to be Muslims, Hindus, Catholics,
" ...the disciples of John and of the Mormons, Pentecostals, Baptists, Me-
Pharisees fast ...Why do the disciples thodists, Presbyterians, etc., but Paul
of John and of the Pharisees fast, but persuaded people to be Christians!
thy disciples fast not?" (4) Jesus in The third and final time we
John4: 1-2. It says: "When therefore find the word Christiall in the
the Lord knew how the Pharisees Scriptures is in I Peter 4:16. It says:
had heard that Jesus made and "Yet if any man suffer as a Christian,
baptized more disciples than let him not be ashamed; but let im
John, (Though .Jesus himself bap- glorify God on this behalf." (The ASV
tized not, but his disciples ...)" Also says "...Iet him glorifyGod ill this IIallte.")
seeMt.5:1; 8:23, 25; 9:37; Mk.6:1; etc. NOTE: One must not be ashamed

All of the above references to when he suffers as a Christian! One
the disciples of Jesus were during m~st be willing to glorify God in
His personal ministry here on earth. thlS name - Christian!
During that time His disciples were In view of what the above pas-
also spoken of as "brethren" in Mt. sages teach, why would any sincere,
23:8. We have no Scriptural proof God f~aring, truth seeking person
that the disciples of Jesus were ever ever thmk about wearing one of the
called Christians until Acts II :26 names mentioned above that were
which was years after the ascension humanly divised and given by men?
of Jesus Christ into heaven. We read Why not choose to be called a
in Acts II :26 that" ...the disciples were ~hristiall, determine to be a Christ-
called Christians first in Antioch." lUll and resolve not to be ashamed
NOTE: The word translated "were when you suffer as a Christian, but
called" is defined as "To declare by glorifY God ill this name? (CRS)
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HELL! IS THERE A PLACE
OF ETERNAL TORMENT
FOR THE WICKED? (NO. 21)

In our prior studies of Hell, we
have been dealing with the false
doctrine that the wicked will not be
tormented eternally, but that they will
be annihilated and thus will cease to
exist. It is also contended that the dead
are in a state of unconsciousness. Those
who teach this doctrine also teach that
man is wholly mortal and thus he does
not have an eternal soul or spirit within
his physical body.

Let us resume our study of
some arguments that are made in an
effort to prove that there is not a
place of eternal torment for the
wicked. At this time we are going to
continue our study of Argument XII
as listed below.

XII. ARGUMENT: "THERE CAN
BE NO ETERNAL TORMENT FOR THE
WICKED BECAUSE WHEN THEY DIE,
ARE CUT OFF, OR ARE DESTROYED,
THEY CEASE TO EXIST. THEY
BECOME EXTINCT. THEY ARE ANNI
HILATED. "

REPLY:
4. Dickinsonalso lists "cut off, cut

down" under his "...Most Common Bible

Expressions" that "assert a total bringing
to nought or ultimate excision" of the
wicked. Under the bove expressions
he lists Mt. 3:10; 7:19; Luke 13:7,9; John

15:2; Acts 3:23; 23:13, 31; Rom. 11:20,22,
24. Dickinsonuses these passages in an
effort (although a feeble one) to prove

that the wicked will no! be eternally
tormented in hell. He assumes (but he
does not prove) that these passages
prove that the wicked will be anni
hilated and thus will cease to exist.

Edward Fudge (like Seventh Day
Adventists & Dickinson) also uses such
passages as Matthew 3: 10; 7:19; Luke
13:7,9; Acts 3:23; & Romans 11:22 in an
effort to prove that sinners are annihi
lated (cease to exist). (See The Fire That
Consumes,pages157,167,279,etc.)

Seventh Day Adventists (like Dickin
son & Fudge) use such passages as, John
15:2 &Acts 3:23, etc. in an attempt to prove
that there is no eternal torment for the
wicked. (SeeSeventh-DayAdventistsAnswers
Questionson Doctrine,pagesJ15,537;242

Mt. 3:10 says: "And now also the
axe is laid unto the root of the trees:
therefore every tree which bringeth not
forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast
into the fire." NOTE: The expression
"hewn down" or (cut off or down as
Dickinson would express it) surely does
NOT mean to annihilate. Trees are
not annihilated when they are hewn
down (or cut down). Dickinson(and those
of his persuasion) should go out and
observe someone cutting down a
tree and he would be able to see that
his argument on the words "cut off,
cut down" is simply a false argu
ment! If cutting down or off means
annihilating, please observe the fact
that after the cutting down, there
would be nothing left to be cast into
the fire, as the text says.

Likewise, we read in Mt. 13:41-42
that "The Son of man shall send forth his
angels, and they shall gather out of his
kingdom all things that offend, and them
which do iniquity; And shall cast them
into a furnace of fire: there shall be
wailing and gnashing of teeth." Verses
49-50 say: "So shall it be at the end of
the world: the angels shall come forth,
and sever the wicked from among the
just, And shall cast them into a furnace of
fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing
of teeth." FURTHER NOTE: There will

be "wailing and gnashing of
teeth" by those who are cast into
the furnace of fire. This indicates

suffering, pain or torment. If not,
why not? Can you imagine being
there without pain? (Cont'donpage3)
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(Continuedfrompage2)
Matthew 18:8 & 25:41-46 mention

"everlasting fire" into which the wick
ed will go (be cast) into where there
will be "everlasting punishment."
NOTE: This sounds like the wicked

will be tormented just as long as the
fire lasts! It is everlastingfire!

Mark 9:43-44 and 9:45-46 tells us
that the wicked will "go into heIl, into
the fire that never shaIl be quenched:
Where their worm dieth not, and the fire
is not quenched."

Matthew 5:22; 18:9 and Mark 9:47
mention "hell fire" as a place (or
state or condition) "Where their worm
dieth not, and the fire is not quenched."
NOTE: This certainly sounds like the
wicked will be in a place of torment
with not a chance of the fire ever
going out. QUESTION: Would you say
there is no suffering, anguish or torment in
such a place as described in the above
passages?

Matthew 7: 19 says: "Every tree that
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn
down, and cast into the fire." NOTE: The
explanation given in the discussion
above under Matthew 3:10 applies
with equal force to the argument
made on this passage because they
are identical in nature. The
expression "hewn down" (or cut
down) cannot possibly mean to bring
to non-existence or to annihilate. The
fact that the tree is cast illlo the fire
after it is hewn down certainly proves
that the cutting down (or hewing down)
of the tree and the casting of it into
fire are distinct actions. If cutting
down the trees means they are
annihilated, there would be no trees
in existence (once they were cut down)
to cast into the fire.

FURTHER NOTE; cutting down
the tree certainly does not annihilate
it.

Luke 13:7-9 says: "Then said he
unto the dresser of his vineyard, Behold,
these three years I come seeking fruit on
this fig tree, and find none: cut it down;
why cumbereth it the ground? And he
answering said unto him, Lord, let it
alone this year also, till I shaIl dig about
it, and dung it: And if it bear fruit, weIl:
and if not, then, after that thou shalt cut
it down." NOTE: To cut down the tree
would not annihilate it or cause it to

cease to exist. Again, we can learn
this fact by personal observation.

John 15:2 says: "Every branch in me
that beareth not fruit he taketh away:
and every branch that beareth fruit, he
purgeth it, that it may bl"ing forth more
fruit."

I never cease to be amazed at
the futile attempts of false teachers
to assume and assert things that they
cannot prove and to misapply pas
sages in an effort to deceive people.
A misuse of John 15:2 is a classical

example of such. Although this
passage is supposed to prove that
the wicked will not be punished
(made to suffer) eternally, it certainly
does not prove that assumption.
NOTE: The passage simply says, "he
taketh away" (the NIV says, "He cuts
off...") which does not mean He
annihilates or causes it to cease to
exist.

To learn what happens after
"he taketh away" we can read verse
six that says: "If a man abide not in me,
he is cast forth as a branch, and is
withered; and men gather them, and cast
them into the fire, and they are burned."
We can certainly see that the taking
away is /lot the casting into the fire.
They are two distinct actions.
Neither action does away with
eternal suffering for the wicked in
hell!

In John 20:2 we learn that Mary
Magdalene said unto Peter and
another disciple: "They have taken
away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and
we know not where they have laid him."
QUESTION: Did the body of the Lord
go out existence when it arose from
the tomb? Was it annihilated? Or

was it simply not in the same place
as it had been? The answer is so
obvious that even those who pride
themselves in being considered
"intellectuals" by a few people can
see this truth! No, the expressions
"taketh away, cut off or cut down" do
not mean annihilate or to bring to
non-existence!

Acts 3:23 says: "And it shaIl come
to pass, that every soul, which will not
hear that prophet, shaIl be destroyed
from among the people." NOTE: The
teaching here is very simple concem-

(Continuedonpage4)



(Continued from page 3)

ing those who will not hear "that
prophet". They will be "destroyed

from among the people". At the

judgment, the wicked will be told to

depart into ever/as/bIg fire. They
will indeed be "destroyed from
among" the righteous! (See Mt. 25:41).

Not one word about their going out
of existence!

Acts 23:13 says: "And they were
more than forty which hlld made this
conspiracy." NOTE: This verse does

not have either of the expressions

(cut off, cut down) that it is alleged to

have. Neither does it have any word

that I see that has any bearing on the

subject whatsoever. The same can
be said about Acts 23:3I. It seems to

me that these two passages were
included by typographical error,
negligence or gross ignorance.

Romans 11:20, 22 24 says: "Well;
because of unbelief they were broken off,
and thou standest by faith. Be not high
minded, but fear ... Behold therefore the

goodness and severity of God: on them,
which fell, severity; but toward thee,
goodness, if thou continue in his
goodness: otherwise thou also shall be cut
off...For if thou wert cut out of the olive
tree which is wild by nature, and wert
grafted contrary to nature into· a good
olive tree: how much more shall these,
which be the natural branches be grafted
into their own olive tree?" NOTE: The

un-believing Jews were "broken

(cut) off" although they were "natu
ral branches". Although "broken
of/", they did not cease to exist

because they could be grafted in if

they did not continue in unbelief.

Likewise, those believing Gentiles
(cut out of the wild olive tree and were

grafted) would be "cut of/" if they
became unbelievers. No, the words

"broken off", "cut off', "cut out" do not
mean to annihilate or cause one to

cease to exist or to bring to nought!
(To be continued)
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SENTENCE SERMONS
Tooth decay can be very bad, but truth decay is much worse.

* * * * *

Many people would serve God if they could do so in an advisory capacity.
* * * * *

If you watch your steps as carefully as other people do, you will walk straighter.
* * * * *

Someone has said: "A dog is loved by old and young, he wags his tail and not his longue. "* * * * *

The universe points to the God of whom the Scriptures speak.
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