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The Faith Thai Comes Through An Open Bible
An inspired writer found it needful

to exhort Christians to "earnestly con·
tend for the faith which was once de
livered to the saints." (Jude 3>' "The

faith" refers to the gospel or the New
Testament, the way of salvation. "Once
delivered" suggests complete action,
the faith or gospel has already been

completely delivered. There are no
more revelations in our day, for we are
completely furnished to every good
work by the Scriptures. (2 Tim. 3:17).
The New Testament forbids that we add
to the Word of God. <Rev. 22:18-19). We

are restrained from preaching any gos
pel other than that preached by the
apostles. (Gal. 1:8'-9). Since we are lim
ited to "the faith once delivered," we
need to open the Bible and let our faith
be based thereon.

When we open the Bible, what do we
find regarding faith? How many faiths

are there? From tthe many conflicting
views held in our day one would think
there are many faiths. But does the Bi
ble sanction these conflicting views?
No, the Bible declares, "there is one
Lord, one faith." (Eph. 4:4-5). If our
faith is based on the Bible then we

teach there is "one faith," not many
faiths.

When we open the Bible we find that
this one faith comes from the word of
God. "But these are written that ye
might believe that Jesus is the Christ."
(John 20:31). Faith comes by hearing
the word of God. <Rom. 10:17>. We
should not accept anything unless it is
clearly taught in the Word of God. To
do so is to walk by opinion and not by
faith.

With an open Bible we learn that we
must "all speak the same thing." (1 Cor.
1:10>' But do all speak the same thing
today? Do you urge people to agree
on the Scriptures. to be of the same
mind, or do you rejoice in the denomi
nations that divide the professed fol
lowers of Christ? If our faith is based
on the Bible we must teach as Jesus
prayed, that all must be one. (John 17:
20-21).

The Faith that comes from an open
Bible recognizes that all we need to
believe and do in salvation has been re
vealed in the Scriptures. The faith has
been "once delivered." The faith that
comes from an open Bible is a faith or
unity. There is one faith. The faith that
comes from an open Bible is an obe
dient faith. Christ is "the author of
eternal salvation unto all them that
obey him." (Heb. 5: 8-9>'

-Gussie Lambert in THE NOBLE
SEARCHER
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Editorial ....

"Prepare To Meet
Thy God" - No.·]

In our first study in this series, we
emphasized WHY all of us should pre
pare to meet God. We gave three pri
mary reasons. First, THE UNCERTAIN
TY OF LIFE, secondly, THE INEVI
TABILITY OF DEATH, and thirdly,
THE SURETY OF JUDGMENT. In our
study last month, we emphasized HOW
alien sinners can prepare to meet God,
as far as obeying the first principles of
the gospel of Christ is concerned. We
showed that one must HEAR the gospel
of Jesus Christ, and must BELIEVE in
God and in Jesus Christ as being the
Son of God. We further pointed from
the Scriptures that one must then RE
PENT, CONFESS his faith, and BE
BAPTIZED in water in order to get
in Christ and thus be saved from past
sins.

IF YOU ARE A CHILD OF GOD:

1. YOU ARE A MEMBER OF THE
CHURCH. Acts 2:47 tells us that "the
Lord added to the church daily such as
should be saved." We learn from 1 Cor.
12:13 that it is by the teaching of the
Holy Spirit that we all are "baptized
into one body" and we learn from
verse 12 that the body (which is the
church-See Col. 1:18) "is one and hath
many members." Since the saved are
added to the church, there are no sav-

ed who remain outside the church. The
church is not a denomination nor a
combination of denominations. It is
simply the "body of Christ."

2. YOU SHOULD WORSHIP GOD
IN SPIRIT AND IN TRUTH. In John
4:24 Jesus said, "God is a Spirit: and
they that worship him must worship
him in spirit and in truth." There are
three essentials to acceptable worship.
First, worship must be directed toward
the right object - God. Secondly, it
must be done in the right attitude-In
spirit, and thirdly, it must be done in
the right way-in truth. One cannot be
lieve John 4:24 and believe that "it
doesn't matttr how one worships, just
as long as he worships in sincerity." As
Paul said, "For we are the concision,
which worship God in the spirit, and
rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no
confidence in the flesh." (Philippbns 3:
3).

3. YOU SHOULD SEEK FIRST THE
KINGDOM OF GOD AND HIS RIGHT
EOUSNESS. In Luke 9:23 J'esus said,
"If any man will come after me, let
him deny himself, and take up his
cross daily, and follow me." In Matt.
6:33 our Lord said, "But seek ye first
the kingdom of God, and his righteous
ness; and all thesE' t.hings shall be add
ed unto you." Those who put the Lord
first are promised the essentials of life
now, and in the world to come, eternal
life.

4. YOU SHOULD GROW INTO
SPIRITUAL MATURITY. Peter says
that saints should "as newborn babes,
desire the sincere milk of the word",
that they may grow thereby. (See 1 Pet.
2:2). He further says in 2 Pet. 3:18, "But
grow in grace and in the knowledge of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." In
order to do this, one must give diligence
and add to his faith, virtue; and to
virtue, knowledge; and to knowledge,
temperance; and to temperance, pa
tience; and to patience, godliness; and
to godliness, brotherly kindness; and
to brotherly kinaness, charity. (See 2

(Continued on page 4)



IS CHRIST KING NOW!
GOSPEL MEETINGS

If Christ is not a King now, I cannot
see when He ever will be. Paul said:

"Then cometh the end, when he shall
deliver up the kingdom to God, even
the Father: when we shall have abol

ished all rule and all authority and
power. For he must reign, till he hath
put all enemies under his feet. The
last enemy that shall be abolished is
death ... And when all things have
been subjected unto him, then shall the
Son also himself be subjected to him
that did subject all things unto Him,
that God may be all in all." (1 Cor. 15:
24-28), He reigns now, will reign till the
last enemy is destroyed, then He
(Christ) will be subject unto Him
(God) that put all things under Him.
He now possesses an authority that He
will not possess when He, having con
quered the last enemy, will become

subjected to God, that God "may be all
in all."

Paul said to Timothy: "Who <Christ)

is the blessed and only Potentate, the
King of Kings, and Lord of Lords." (1
Tim. 6:15). Christ clearly has as much
authority as He will ever have. In the
exercise of that authority it takes
time to over·come His enemies. When

they are overcome, He will surrender
the kingdom that He has rescued up
to the Father and be subject to Him.

The word prince is often used in
the sense of King. Webster defines it:
"(1) The one of highest rank; a sov
ereign; a monarch. (2) The son of a
king or emperor, or the issue of a royal
family." Jesus Christ is the Son of the
King or Emperor of the universe. He is

in the exercise of kingly powers and
prerogatives. He was given the kingly

You are cordially invied to hear
the pure gospel of Jesus Christ
preached in a series of gospel meet
ings beginning on Monday evening,
June 19, 1967, and continuing
through Lord's day evening. June
25, 1967. The time is 7:30 P.M. Bro.
Alvin Holt of Athens, Alabama will
do the prea~hing in these meetings,
if the Lord wills. In addition to sim

ple gospel preaching, there will be
congregational singing and fervent
prayers each evening, but no ·collec
tions will be taken except on the first
day of the week as the Word of God
teaches in 1 Cor. 16:2. We invite Bi

ble questions. If you attend any of

these meetings, we will consider you
as our honored guests!

You may also hear the gospel each

day Monday through Friday at 11:15
AM over WBSA. 1300 on the dial.
Please tune in! You will NOT hear
the doctrines and commandments of
men. but THE WORD OF GOD

which is able to save your soul!

prerogative when all authority in heav
en and earth was given into His hand.
If we follow Him, we will find His pow
er sufficient to save us. No truth can be

elicited by trying to draw a distinction
between Him as Prince and King, and
the effort to draw these unreal and
speculative distinctions indicates a dis
position to follow untaught and unpro
fitable questions.

-David Lipscomb in QUERIES AND
ANSWERS. Pages 246-247.



(Contfnued from page 2)
"PREPARE TO MEET THY GOD"

Pet. 1:5-7), We should develop into
teachers or God's Word in order to win
souls for Christ. "He that winneth souls
is wIse." We should pray for strength
to overcome temptations and for wis
dom in making the proper application
of the knowledge we receive from
God's Word.

5. YOU MUST BE FAITHFUL UNTO
DEATH. When Jesus sent the twelve
out on the limited commission he said:
"And ye shall be hated of all men for
my name's sake: but he that endureth
to the end shall be saved." (Matt. 10:
22). Paul said: "Moreover it is required
in stewards, that a man be found faith
ful." (1 Cor. 4:), In the latter part of
Rev. 2:JO .fesus said: "Be thou faithful
unto death, and I will give thee a crown
of life." One must not only be faithful

until he dies, but even in the face of
death for "his name's sake", one must
retain his integrity. Your faithfulness to
God not only consists of your abstain
ence from fleshly lusts that war against
the soul, but also fulfilling your ob
ligations in a positive way toward self,
toward others, and toward the God of
heaven. (Consider Tit. 2:11-12).

If you are an UNFAITHFUL child
of God, you are now in a LOST con
dition; thus you are UNPREPARED to
meet him in judgment! You should re
pent of your sins,confess them, and
pray that God will forgive you. (See
Acts 8:22; James 5:16), Knowing there
fore the terror of the Lord. we earnest
ly exhort you to "PREP ARE TO MEET
THY GOD.'; "Behold, now is the ac
cepted time; behold. now is the day of
salvation." (2 Cor. 6:2). (CRS).

(To be continued)

S e n t en (e S e r m 0 n s
The most destructive acid in the world is found in a sour disposition.

When the wages of sin are paid, some people may get time and a half for overtime.

We cannot control the evil tongues of others, but a good life enables us To disregard
them.

The narrow way of which the Bible speaks is broad enough "'for any man who is not
given to wobbling.

The most powerful person is the one who ha"shimself in his own power.
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