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Nothing is so unappealing as a disobe
dient child. To permit a child to grow
to maturity without having learned dis
cipline and obedience to authority is to
let loose upon the world a dangerous
creature, as dangeI10usas an untamed
animal.

If we expect our sons and daughters
to be obedient to God, ta the laws of the
land and to us, their parents, we must
begin early teaching them God's way to
a happy and useful life. If we wish them
to have strength, dignity, and steadfast
ness, we must help them to establish
God-centered lives.

History tells us that in the early day;;
of our nation, when New England vil
lages were first being built, a custom
called "centering the town" was ob
served. The boundaries of the town were
set, and lines were ma'rked off from the
four corners to the center of the village.
Where the lines crossed, the town was
then "centered." There at the exact
center, our forefathers built a church
building to the honor and glory of God.

We must, likewise, God-center our
lives and teach our children to do the
same with their lives. God will not tol·
erate being placed on the outskirts.

It is from God that we receive the
power to overcome temptations, and we
must teach our children to draw on this

source of power when they are tempted
to do wrong. God's teachings must be
planted in their hearts from the time
they are little and cultivated every day
of their lives. In a truly God centered
life they will earnestly wish to please
God by doing His will.

We must train ,our children to 'Obey
God and parents according to the plan
that God has given us. Children are to
obey and honor their parents, and par
ents are to nurture their children in the
chastening and admonition of the Lord,
not provoking them to wrath. This cov
ers the whole of the parent's duty: (1)
teach them their duty to their parents,
(2) to others about them and (3) to their
God.

This is a very challenging responsibi
lity, and we as parents should be most
careful to set the proper example be
fore our children. They look to us for
their pattern in Christian living, and
rightly so! We must be most careful to
lead them aright. Children are very
quick to spot inconsistencies and are
capable of detecting hypocrisies a mile
away! God's authority must always be
exalted and placed as the highest goal
toward which we always strive.

That children learn to honor and obey
their parents is of utmost importance.
We should require obedience and re-
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Editorial. .

liThe Wiles of the
Oevilll

The Devil is the supreme evil spirit.
He is an adversary of God, God's people
and all mankind. He is a slanderer. He
falsely accuses and maligns. A long
time ago He deceived Eve and she sin
ned. The Devil sinned from the begin
ning, (see 1 John 3:8), and he tempts
men to sin. The Devil is sly and crafty.
He goes about "seeking whom he may
devour." (See 1 Peter 5:8).

Christians are admonished to "put on
the whole armour of God, that ye may
be able to stand against THE WILES OF
THE DEVIL." (Eph. 6:11). The NASV
says "THE SCHEMES OF THE DEV
IL." The idea of deceit is involved. The
devices of the Devil are cunning. In 2
Corinthians 2: 11 Paul said: "for we are
not ignorant of his DEVICES. To be
informed and forewarned should mean
that we will be fully prepared and thus
forearmed and ready to meet the Devil
and resist him.

Let us consider some of "THE WILES
OF THE DEVIL."

1. WORLDLY WISDOM. Many people
are willing to place their trust in the
wisdom of this world. The Greeks of the
first century sought after wisdom. (See
1 Corinthians 1:22). In seeking after and
trusting in worldly wisdom they failed
to see and accept God's wisdom. The

Devil has men under his influence when
they trust in the wisdom of this world.
Paul tells us "that in the wisdom of God
the world by wisdom knew not God." (1
Cor. 1:21). "The wisdom of this world is
foolishness with God." (1 Cor. 3:19).
Paul would not preach to the Corin
thians "with enticing words of MAN'S
WISDOM" that their "faith should not
stand in the WISDOM OF MEN, but in
the power of God." (See 1 Cor. 2:1-5).
Many people art led astray by this
WILE OF THE DEVIL.

2. LOVE OF MONEY. The "love of
money" will probably cause more peo
ple to be eternally lost than any other
sin. To say the least, it is the only sin
that is spoken of in God's word as "the
root of all (sorts of NASV) evil." (I Tim
othy 6:10). The "love of money" will
blind the wise and pervert the words of
the righteous, (see Exodus 23:8), will
cause one to teach error, (see Micah 3:
11), will cause one to betray the Lord,
(see Matt. 26:14-16), will cause one to
lie, (see Acts 5:1-11), will cause one to
trust in uncertain riches, (see 1 Tim. 6:
17-19), will keep a person from being
perfect, (see Matt. 19:16-22), will cause
one to be poor toward God, (see Luke
12:16-21), will choke the word so that it
becomes unfruitful, (see Luke 8:14), will
cause one to fall, (see Provo 11:28), and
will keep a person out of the kingdom of
God. (See IMark 10:33-35).

Paul says: "But they that will be rich
fall into temptation and a snare, and
into many foolish and hurtful lusts,
which draw men in destruction and per
dition. For THE LOVE OF MONEY is
the root of all evil: which while some
coveted after, theY' have erred from the
faith, and pierced themselves through
with many sorrows." (I Timothy 6:9-10).
He further says "Charge them that are
rich in this world that they be not high
minded, nor trust in uncertain riches,
but in the living God, who giveth us
richly all things to enjoy ••. " (1 Tim.
6:17). Satan has conquered another vic
tim when a person begins to "trust in
uncertain riches." The "LOVE OF MO
NEY" is one of Satan's most commonly
used WILES. Don't let it deceive you!
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spect from our chl1dren and should be
certain that we deserve this respect that
we require. With love in our hearts, WE'

should be in command of our children,
assign duties and see that they are car
ried out.

Love is the key to the obedient child
-to the obedient son and daughter as
they grow to adulthood. If we discipline
our children according to God's holy
plan, we will train up strong, well-bal
anced boys and girls who do not become
aimless, confused and bewildered when
temptations come. And we may rest as
sured that they will come!

By teaching our little ones that thera
are definite things that they must do
and must not do, we prepare them to
resist the greater temptations and bard
ships that come when they are older.
"It is good for a man that he bear the
yoke in his youth." (Lam. 3:27). We
must teach them never to compromise
with evil, but to honestly 'struggle, with
God's help, against wrong doing. Our
young people learn to "not follow a
multitude to do evil" (Ex. 23:2), even
though everyone else seems to be par
ticipating.

Once a man lifted a poisonous snake
and held it up before his companions.
The man thought he had the snake safe
ly in his power. But it began to coil its
long body around the man's arm and
slowly tightened its grasp until the man,
in terrible pain, was forced to drop his
h01d. Quickly the snake turned and bit
him, and soon the man was dead. He
had thought he was strong enough to
play with the snake and then thrust it
from him when he tired of the play.

!Many think that they are strong
enough to play with the temptations of
drinking, dancing and evil talk, but they
may find, sooner or later, that the temp
tation has mastered them. Our young
girls and boys should not think of them
selves as being above all temptations
and thereby place themselves in a very
dangerous position. Satan is a very wise
and wicked adversary who knows every
«venue of temptation.

In 1 Corinthians 10:13 we are told that

(Continued in next column)

Yau Must Do Your Part
No man can save himself from his

sins, but everyone must turn to the
Lord, in His appointed way, and look to
Him alone for salvation. The Lord Jesus
Christ, and He alone, has authority to
forgJVe sm and save souls.

In the conversion of man there must
be cooperation between God and man.
God presents the evidence to prove that
Jesus Christ is His Son, but man does
the believing. God offers the motive to
induce man to repent, but man does the
repenting. God persuades man to con
fess His Son, but man does the confess
ing. God appeals to man to be baptized,
but man chooses to be baptized.
God provides the strait and narrow path
which leads to life everlasting, but man
must walk in it.
-THE SUNDAY VISITOR

via GOSPEL DIGEST
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when temptation comes, there is always
a way of escape provided, if we but look
for it. And we must always remember
that we are not alone in our hour of
temptation. God stands by! Indeed, not
only God stands by but so do all God
fearing and God-loving men and women
that we have known.

Isn't it true that most of us conquer
temptation because we don't want to let
someone else down - someone who we
know in our heart is in the struggle with
us? And the fact that they are there
makes all the difference in the world.
Those who have loved us and prayed for
us stand by in our most desperate mo
ments of choice.

"He leadeth me in the paths of right
eousness for his name's sake." (Psalms
23:3).

•....Mildred Hicks Collier in CHRISTIAN
WORKER, September, 1960.
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~SOLOMON SAID: "Hear instruction, ~

~and be wise, and refuse it not." ~
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A Public Confession

Suppose that you leave your family
some day by just walking away for three
or four weeks or months! You don't help
your wife care for the children; you
leave no way for them to get by except
what they may do for themselves. You
are not concerned about whether or not
the rent is paid, there is food to eat, or
the other needs are met .

But suddenly one morning, you walk
in about breakfast time and you inquire
where your breakfast is, without a word
of apology to your wife and children.
You feel no shame for your behavior
and do not state that you have !repented.
How many wives would put up with such
a scoundrel for a husband? Or, how
many husbands would put up with a
wife who did something like this?

Yet, there are members of the church
who think no!thing about leaving the ser
vices for weeks at a time. They are not

(Continued in right column)

A PUBLIC CONFESSION (Continued)

concerned about the Lord's work, do
nothing to support it during these weeks,
and they show no sign of shame when
they return. They just sit down at the
Lord's table and start eating again with
no word of apology or explanation. ARE
YOU GUILTY OF THIS?

-Via WESTVUE MESSENGER,
Sept. 1963
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I Hili-Sutton Debate i
o •I Announcement of the new date for i
• the ALBERT HILL - CARROL SUT- 0iTON DEBATE to be conducted in!IAthens, Alabama on the "use of ,
o church buildings" and offering of i
! picnics , gifts, etc. as "incentives" to iIencourage children to ride buses to iIservices will be made as soon as it iIhas been set by the West Hobbs St.!
,Church. I
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Sentence Sermons
You cannot enrich others without enriching yourself.

God does not promise "loaves" to "loafers."

Honesty is the one business policy that never needs to be changed in order to keep
up with the times.

Christians must function properly or they will "fizzle."

When an optimist gets the worst of it, he makes the best of it.

No amount of riches can atone for poverty of character.

If you want to do something to make a better world, improve yourself.
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