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EVIDENCE OF SALVATION?
The idea that "a person can know by his

feelings that he is saved" is prevalent. No
doubt, there are literally thousands of
people who believe that they are saved
because the "feel like they have salvation."
The only "evidence" that many people have
of their "salvation" is their "feelings." If
you begin to question them about their
"salvation" you touch a tender spot. To
them their feelings are "sacred." They had
rather die trusting their feelings than to
make an honest and candid investigation of
their "salvation" in view of what the Word
of God says.

If you are such a person as is mentioned
above, I am deeply concerned about you and
your eternal destiny. Basically, you are
wrong on two counts. First, you are
following the wrong standard, and secondly
you have the wrong attitude. Either one
(and certainly both) of these things is
enough to endanger your soul. God's Word is
the standard by which one determines
whether or not he is saved, and your
attitude should be such that you are willing
to examine your "salvation" in light ofwhat
God's Word says.

ARE FEELINGS PROOF OF
ONE'S SALVATION?

If so, then all people who "feel" like they

are saved have evidence of their salvation.
For example, "Jehovah's Witnesses" (who
are false instead of true witnesses), who
teach that Jesus Christ is not Diety, that
man does not have an eternal spirit, and
that the wicked will not be eternally
tormented in hell, etc. will be saved as long
as they "feel like they are saved." Mormons,
who deny the completeness and sufficiency
of God's revelation as revealed in the
Scriptures, who uphold polygamy, who
teach that God the Father has a flesh and
bone body, etc. will be saved if their
"feelings" are rig ht. Also Muslims and Jews
who deny that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God, etc. will be saved just so long as they
"feel like they are saved." NOTE: If
"feelings" are evidence of salvation for
"Pentecostals," Baptists, Methodists, etc., it
is also evidence of salvation for "J ehovah's
Witnesses," Mormons, Jews, Muslims, etc.
QUESTION: If not, why not?

Please open your Bible and turn to and
read the following Scriptures:

1. JEREMIAH 10:23says: "0 Lord, I know
that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in
man that walketh to direct his own steps."
NOTE: One can not depend on his
"feelings" to lead him in the right way!

(Continued on page 4)
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Editorial ...

IS CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE RIGHT?
Many who profess to be Christians have

the idea that "it is right to disobey civil laws
such as traffic and tax laws. This is
evidenced by the speech and actions of
many. Some people have participated in
and encouraged others to participate in
"civil disobedience" when they have felt
like the civil laws were unfair and unjust.
While claiming to be promoting peace many
people have been guilty of stirring up strife
and promoting civil unrest. Is this idea and
practice taught in God's Word? Is it OF
FAITH? Can it be advocated BY FAITH? It
is not OF FAITH and can not be advocated
BY FAITH unless it is taught in God's Word
since "faith cometh by hearing, and hearing
by the word of God." (Romans 10:17).Let us
consider the following facts that we learn
from God's Word.

1. JESUS PROVIDED MONEY FOR
TAXES TO BE PAID FOR HIMSELF AND
THE APOSTLE PETER. Matthew 17:24-27
says: "And when they were come to
Capernaum, they that received tribute
money came to Peter and said, Doth not
your master pay tribute? He saith, yes. And
when he was come into the house, Jesus
prevented him, saying, What thinkest thou,
Simon? of whom do the kings of the earth
take custom or tribute? of their own

children, or of their strangers. Peter saith
unto him, Of strangers. Jesus saith unto
him, Then are the children free.
Notwithstanding, least we should offend
them, go thou to the sea, and cast an hook,
and take up the fish that first cometh up,
and when thou hast opened his mouth, thou
shalt find a piece of money: that take, and give
unto them for me and thee."

2. JESUS SAID: .....Render therefore unto
Ceasar the things which are Ceasar's; and
unto God the things that are God's. (See
Matthew 22:15-22). NOTE: At the time
Jesus made this statement he had a piece of
tribute money that had Ceasar's image and
superscription on it.

3. PAUL SAID: "let every soul be subject
unto the higher powers. For there is no power
but of God: the powers that be are ordained of
God. Whosoever therefore resisteth the
power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and
they that resist shall receive to themselves
damnation. For rulers are not a terror to good
works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be
afraid of the power? do that which is good,
and thou shalt have praise of the same: For he
is the minister of God to thee for good. But if
thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he
beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the
minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath
upon him that doeth evil. Wherefore ye must
needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also
for conscience sake. For this cause pay ye
tribute also: for they are God's ministers,
attending continually upon this very thing.
Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to
whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom;
fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour."
(Romans 13:1-7). NOTE: The teaching of
this passage applies with equal force to all
Christians of all nations in all ages!

4. PAUL ALSO SAID: "Put them in mind
to be subject to principalities and powers, to
obey magistrates, ..." (Titus 3:1).

5. PETER SAID: "Submit yourselves to
every ordinance of man for the lord's sake:
whether it be to the king, as supreme; Or unto
governors, as unto them that are sent by him
for the punishment of evildoers, and for the
praise of them that do well." (1 Peter2:13-14).

6. PETER ALSO SAID: ..... honour the
king." (1 Peter 2:17).

7. We are taught to PRAY "for kings, and
(Continued on page 3)



REJOICE IN SUFFERINGS
"Who now rejoice in my sufferings." (Col.

1:24)."And they departel;! from the presence
of the council, rejoicing that they were
counted worthy to suffer shame for his
name." (Acts 5:41).

The Christian life is many times a
paradox to human nature; it calls upon us to
act in ways which are contrary to what
would seem to come naturally. It is often
hard to react to situations in a Christlike
manner due to the weakness of the flesh.
When men persecute us, and revile us, and
say all manner of evil against us our natural
inclination is to reply in kind. We sometimes
not only desire to take vegeance, but we go
ahead and do it, forgetting that the Bible
says, "Vengeance is mine: I will repay, saith
the Lord." (Romans 12:19). And also, "See
that none render evil for evil unto any man;
but ever follow that which is good, both
among yourselves, and to all men." (1
Thess. 5:15).

We do not live in a time when physical
suffering for Christ is a necessity; when
men strip us of our clothing and whip us
before the public eye for preaching or
practicing the gospel. But, if we are living as
we should we are suffering some kind of
persecution because Paul says, "Yea, and
all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall
suffer persecution." (2 Timothy 3:12). Most
of us our suffering today is mental. It
consists mostly of reviling and saying all
manner of evil against us because of what
we stand for. Men, being unable to answer
what we affirm, attribute positions to us we
never held in an effort to build resentment
against us in the minds of others. This is the
most common form of persecution in our
time. From some points of view, it is the
worst kind of persecution. Weare sometimes
helpless to overcome its evil results due to its
affinity for darkness and secrecy.

But, regardless of the form persecution
takes, the Christian will react in the same
manner. He will not use carnal weapons
in his defense, but will take the sword of the
Spirit which is the Word of God (Eph. 6:17),
and pull down strongholds; cast down
imaginations and every high thing that
exalteth itself against the knowledge of
God, and bring into captivity every thought
to the obedience of Christ. (2 Corinthians 10:
4-5). He will not whimper and whine as

(Continued in right column)

though he were the first and last to suffer for
Christ. He will never feel humilated, but
rather exalted because he knows he does not
walk alone.

--James P. Needham in BIBLE TRUTH,
May 12, 1960

EDITOR'S NOTE: We should also remember
that Jesus said: "Blessed are they that are
persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye,
when men shall revile you, and persecute
you, and shall say all manner of evil against
you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be
exceeding glad: for great is your reward in
heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets
which were before you." (Matthew 5:10-12).
We should also keep in mind the words of
the Apostle Peter when he said: "Beloved,
think it not strange concerning the fiery trail
Which is to try you, as though some strange
thing happened unto you: But rejoice,
inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's
sufferings; that, when his glory shall be
revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding
joy. If ye be reproached for the name of
Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and
of God resteth upon you: on their part he is
evil spoken of, but on your part he is
glorified ... Yet if any man suffer as a Christian,
let him not be ashamed; but let him glorigy
God on his behalf." (1 Peter 4:12-16).

(Continued from page 2)

IS CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE RIGHT?
for all that are in authority; that we may lead a
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and
honesty." (1 Timothy 2:1-2).

We should always obey civil laws
(whether we like them or not) unless they
conflict with God's law. If that occurs, we
must obey God rather than men! See and
consider Acts 4:18-21 and Acts 5:29.
Obeying traffic and tax laws that now exist
in this country does not conflict with God's
law! Those who participate in or encourage
"civil disobedience" are sinners as well as
criminals and should be labled as such!

Civil disobedience is NOT OF FAITH and
can NOT be advocated BY FAITH! Let us
render unto Ceaser the things that are
Ceasar's, and unto God the things that are
God's!

(CRS)
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2. JEREMIAH 17:9 says: "The heart Is
deceitful above all things, and desperately
wicked: who can know It?" OBSERVATION:
One can not depend on his own heart to lead
him in the right way!

3. SOLOMON said: "He that trusteth In his

own heart is a fool: ..." (Proverbs 28:26).
NOTE: It is foolish for one to trust his
"feelings" for salvation!

4. SOLOMON said: "There Is a way which
seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof
are the ways of death." OBSERVATION: A
way may "seem right" and yet may be
wrong and lead to death! We dare not trust
our "feelings!"

5. AGUR THE SON OF JAKEH said:
"There is a generation that are pure in their
own eyes, and yet is not washed from their
filthiness." (Proverbs 30:12). NOTE: One
may "feel" like he is pure and yet he may be
"filthy" in God's eyes!

6. ISAIAH said: "For my thoughts are not
your thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher
than your ways, and my thoughts higher than
your thoughts." (Isaiah 55:8-9).NOTE: Since
God doesn't think like man, man's thinking
and "feelings" are unreliable!

(Continued in right column)

7. 1 JOHN 2:3 says: "And hereby we do
know that we know him, if we keep his
commandments." OBSERVATION: We can
KNOW Christ only IF WE KEEP HIS
COMMANDMENTS! We can not rely on
our "feelings!"

8.1 JOHN 5:13 says: "These things have I
written unto you that believe on the name of
the Son of God: that ye may KNOW THAT
YE HAVE ETERNAL LIFE, ..." NOTE: A
person can KNOW that he has eternal life
by the things which are written In God's Book!
Your feelings can not be trusted! Consider
carefully Romans 1:16;Mark 16:15-16;Acts
2:38; Galatians 3:26-27and 2 Thessalonians
1:7-9. These passages indicate that you
must believe and obey the gospel of Jesus
Christ! When you have obeyed the things
that are "written," you can KNOW that you
are saved!

NO, your "feelings" are not proof or
evidence of your salvation! Satan would like
for your to believe that it is in order to keep
you from being baptized into Christ upon a
confession with your mouth that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God!

(CRS)
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Sentence Sermons
The darkest ignorance is man's ignorance of God and His will.

Be strong! We are not here to dream, to drift; we have hard work to do, and loads to lift!

Prepare your heart to seek the law ofthe Lord, and to do it!

You can not stop people from thinking. The job is to get some people started!

If you are not kind - then you are the wrong kind!
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