
THE INSTRUCTOR

"All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness." 2 Timothy 3:16

Volume 18 MAY, 1981 Number 5

GOD'S FORGOTTEN COMMANDMENT

"In like manner, that women adorn
themselves in modest apparel, with shame
fastness and sobriety; not with braided
hair, and gold or pearls or costly rainment;
but (which becometh women professing
godliness) through good works." (1Tim. 2:9
10). "But let all things be done decently and
in order." (1 Cor. 14:40).

The word "modest" comes from the Greek
word "kos'mee-os," which means orderly,
i.e., decorous, of good behaviour.

The word "decorous" means suitable to a
character, or to a time, place and occasion;
becoming, proper.

Actions prove more effectively than
words our convictions on issues we face.
Thus, it is easy to see that modesty is
forgotten or WIl8 never known as a
command of God.

When we see Christians follow the current
styles no matter what may be immodest
about them, we are aware that God's will
should be made known on the subject.

The subject of modesty covers more than
clothing, however. Speech and actions can
likewise be immodest. We should have an
open mind to accept all of the will of God.

We propose to present modesty as God's
forgotten commandment.

THE CAUSE FOR FORGETTING
GOD'S COMMANDMENT

A. The Wrong Patterns Are Used.

No one should expect to have modest
clothing if the world's pattern is used. Few
women would be pleased to let Satan make
their clothes, yet using the world's pattern is
the same since Satan controls the world.

The styles are created by men and women
who do not fear God nor respect His
commandments. Satan will not remind you
of God's standard if doing so would cause
you to cease following him.

A carpenter given the wrong set of plans
would, ifhe followed them, have the wrong
house when completed. The world's
patterns are not the ones the Christian
should follow.

B. The Desire To Be Popular Causes One
To Forsake the Teaching of Holiness.

"For they loved the praise of men more
than the praise of God." (John 12:43).

(Continued on Page 3)



THE INSTRUCTOR

Published monthly in the interest of
truth and righteousness by the congre
gation of Christ, meeting at 1107 High
way 431 South, in Albertville, Alabama.

CARROL R. SUTTON
EDITOR

Send all questions, comments, and
criticisms to the editor, 1107 Highway 431
South, Albertville,Alabama 35950.

Second-class postage paid in
Albertville, AL 35950

Editorial ...

GRACE ALONE?

Various denominationalists from time to
time have advocated the doctrine that
"salvation is by grace alone." All who have
a sincere desire to be saved eternally are
concerned about God's scheme of
redemption. What does the word of God
teach? Is the doctrine of "salvation by grace
alone" true? Is it taught in God's word? No
man nor any group of men have the right to
speak for God unless they speak that which
is contained in God's revelation to man as
written in the Scriptures. Man's preferences
or opinions do not constitute God's will.
Peter said, "If any man speak, let him speak
as the oracles of God; ..." (1 Peter 4:11). To
the law of the Lord and to the testimony of
Christ: if they (any man or group of men)
speak not according to this word, it is
because there is no light in them. (Read and
compare Isaiah 8:20).

Let us make an honest appeal to God's
word as written in God's Book to learn the
truth concerning the question: "Is salvation
by grace alone? Let us consider the
following facts.

1. GRACE is "the free mercy of God." It is
"divine favour" that is neither earned or
merited.

2. Salvation is by grace. Romans 3:24
says: "Being justified freely by HIS GRACE
through the redemption that is in Christ."
Ephesians 2:4-5 says: "But God, who is rich
in mercy, for his great love wherewith he
loved us, Even when we were dead In sins,
hath quickened us together with Christ, (by
grace ye are saved;) ..." Ephesians 2:8 says:
"For by GRACE ARE YE SAVED through
faith; ..." The apostle Paul also speaks of ••...
the grace of God that brlngeth salvation ..."
see Titus 2:11). In Acts 15:11Peter said: "But
we believe that through the GRACE of the
Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as
they." Romans 5:20-21 says: ••...But where
sin abounded, GRACE did much more
abound; That as sin hath reigned unto death,
even so might GRACE reign through
righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus
Christ our Lord." Yes, we are saved by the
grace of God!Without the grace of God, all of
us would be doomed and damned eternally!

3. Although the Scriptures teach that
salvation is BY GRACE, there is no passage
of Scripture that teaches it is by grace
ALONE! If there is such a passage, I would
appreciate it if someone would send me the
reference. We dare not pervert the
Scriptures!

4. In Acts 20;32 Paul mentions "the Word
of His grace" and in Acts 20:24 he mentions
"the gospel of the grace of God." God's
GRACE has provided the GOSPEL which
Paul tell us "Is the power of God unto
salvation." (Romans 1:16). That GOSPEL
must be believed and obeyed! Jesus
commanded the apostles to go into all the
world and preach the gospel to every
creature. He said: "He that believeth and Is
baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth
not shall be damned." (Mark 16:16). When
inquiring Jews on Pentecost asked: "What
shall we do?", the apostle Peter replied:
"Repent, and be baptized every one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost." (Acts 2:38). Also read 2
Thessalonians 1:7-9. When we obey the
WORD OF HIS GRACE we are washed in
the blood of Christ and are saved BY
GRACE! We must have enough FAITH TO
OBEY THE GOSPEL IN ORDER TO BE
SAVED BY GRACE!

The doctrine of salvation by grace only is
not God's truth! It is mere human philosophy
and opinion and will, no doubt, deceive
many. BEWARE!
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GOD'S FORGOTTEN COMMANDMENT

It is a shame when people will forget
God's will simply because it would make
them unpopular with the world. Many
prefer to do as the world and prevent anyone
asking them why they do differently.
Dressing and speaking modestly as well as
acting modestly will open many doors of
opportunity for you to testify for Christ.
Following the worldy crowd will shut these
doors to you.

If you will dress, speak, and act like Christ
is the one you are following, it will keep you
faithful. If you seek to please Christ and be
popular with Him, you will follow the course
of modesty.

On judgment day, the worldly styles,
speech, and actions will be unpopular. The
modest person will then be the popular one.

THE RESULTS OF FORGETTING
GOD'S COMMANDMENT

A. We See Immodest Dress When People
Forget God's Standard.

Clothing that is sheer enough to leave the
body exposed along with under garments is
immodest. The Jews had a custom that
those dressed only in under garments were
naked. That would make many today partly
naked. Clothing that hugs the contours of
the body so as to expose that which is to be
concealed would be immodest. This clothing
is designed to accent that which is to be
covered. We know comfort could not be the
purpose for wearing such clothing. The
reason evident to all is that it is done to
attract the attention of men. Those thus
attracted would not be the kind of husband
a girl would want. Clothing such as bathing
suits, skating outfits, and strapless clothing
would be classified as immodest since they
expose too much of the body. These
garments expose for all to see parts of the
body only the husband or wife has a right to
see. Forgetting God's command on this
subject is sure to bring bad results.

B. Immodest Actions Such as Petting,
Kissing, and Dancing Take Place When
God's Standard Is Forgotten.

These are but a prelude to fornication and
adultery. Hundreds of so-called nice people
are forced to marry each year as a result of
immodest actions. Immodest actions arouse
evil thought and result in sin of action as
well as thought. How many would partake
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in these things if they knew Christ saw
them? Indeed, how many would be tempted
to do these things ifthey kept company with
Christians instead of those of the world?
When Christians are together, at least one
of them should remember God's standards.

C. Immodest Speech, Dirty Stories, Or
Those That Stir Wrong Thoughts, Is A
Consequence of People's Forgetting What
the Bible Teaches Concerning Purity.

This speech feeds the fleshly appetite, but
not the spiritual. There is a crying need for
modest speech.

GOD GIVEN STANDARDS TO GUIDE
US

The term "out of this world" is wrongly
applied to things that are very much of this
world. Modest dress, speech, and actions
should be called "out of this world" since
they are of God, not of the world.

1 Timothy 2:9 mentions modest apparel,
clothing proper to Christian character.

1 Corinthians 14:40 commands all things
to be done decently and in order.

Colossians 3:17 teaches that every word
or deed is to be done in view of pleasing
Christ.

Romans 14:13,21 stresses the fact that we
are not to be a stumbling block or to put a
stumbling block in the way of others.

How can those who are immodest in
dress, speech, or action fail to become a
stumbling block? If you cause someone to
think evil or do evil by your immodesty, how
will it be with your soul on the day of
judgment?

The Bible speaks of a person's being
recognized by one's dress. In Gen. 38:14-15
the garments of widowhood were put off and
the clothing of a harlot put on in their place.
Judah thought Tamar to be a harlot because
of the way she was dressed. Undoubtedly
the dress caused Samson to believe the
woman in Judges 16:1to be a harlot. Tamar
had on the garment of a virgin, but she rent
this garment when she was no longer a
virgin in 2 SamuaI13:18-19.

If you have in dress, speech, or action
denied the profession of being a Christian,
you have been immodest.

The person who would try by immodesty
to trap a mate cannot expect the right
results.
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ALL OR NONE
If a Christian can engage in one worldly

practice and still be a friend of God, why can
he not participate in any and all worldliness
and still please Him?

If a congregation may Scripturally
sponsor or provide the facilities for one type
of recreation then why can't it also provide
any and all forms of legitimate recreation?

If churches may build, maintain and
support one human institution then can
they not build, maintain and support any
and all kinds of human institutions? Who is
to say which ones or how many they mayor
may not support?

If two or more churches can Scripturally
pool their funds to carry on one work, can
they pool their funds or efforts or even the
members to carryon all their work? And if
two churches can thus pool their resources,
can not two dozen or two hundred or two
thousand or all churches?

Whenever we open the door a little way we
might as well be consistent and open it wide.
There is no such thing as a little digression.
It is all or none.

--Jimmy Thomas
in SWORD AND SHIELD,

September, 1967

THE PSALMIST SAID:
"I am 8. companion of all them that
fear thee, and of them that keep thy
precepts. The earth, 0 Lord, is full of
thy mercy: teach me thy statues."
(Psalms 119:63-64).

GOSPEL MEETINGS
You are invited and urged to attend

a series of GOSPEL MEETINGS at
the building of the EAST
ALBERTVILLE CHURCH OF
CHRIST. Our building is located at
1107 Highway 431 South, in
Albertville. These meetings will be
conducted daily June 22-28,1981. The
time will be 7:30 each evening except
on the Lord's day.

Our beloved brother Edd Holt is
scheduled to do the preaching. If you
attend, you will be instructed in and
reminded of things of spiritual value
and of eternal importance! Questions
will be welcome.
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GOD'S FORGOTTEN COMMANDMENT
If you would please God, you must dress,

speak, and act in accordance with a
character becoming a Christian. It is far
better to be out of step with the world than to
be out of step with God's teachings. You are
better off without worldly friends than to be
influenced to forget a command of God.
Make your decision to please Christ and
serve Him. If you have forgotten God's
standard of modesty, try to remember it
always.

Set your affections on things that are
above, not things on the earth. (Col. 3:2).

--Troy Allen in
THE VOICE OF EVANGEUSM,

April 8, 1961

Sentence Sermons
The Lord's yoke never fits a stiff neck.

The man who bows humbly before God is sure to walk upright before men.

A friend is one who puts his finger on a fault without rubbing it in.

There is no limit to the good a man can do if he doesn't care who gets the credit.

The price of corn rises and falls, but the price for wild oats remains the same.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
1107 Highway 431 South
Albertville, AL 35950


