
THE INSTRUCTOR

"All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness." 2 Timothy 3: 16

Volume 19 MAY, 1982 Number 5

WHEN "MOSES SPAKE NOTHING" IT LIMITED -

WHEN CHRIST "DOESN'T SAY ANYTHING" IT LIMITS TOO!

In discussing the use of instrumental music
in worship, we are often met with the
argument, "The New Testament doesn't say
anything about instruments" or "it doesn't
say not to use them." Let us look at Hebrews
7:12-14for a parallel. The law given by God
to Moses authorized priests from the tribe of
Levi, yet it did not specify that men of Judah
or other tribes of Israel could not be priests.
Moses affirmed what was to be done, and
his silence about other tribes placed a
limitation. In 1 Kings 12:31 we see
Jereboam making priests which were not of
the sons of Levi and in so doing sinned
against God. As long as that law prevailed,
which commanded priests to be of Levi,
(Numbers 18:6), even though Moses had
made no negative statements about other
tribes, Jesus could not become a priest upon
the earth. When that law was annuled then
he became our high priest in heaven even
though he was from Judah, because the law
changed and the Gospel named Him our
priest.

Now, the New Testament tells us to sing,
(Romans 15:9; 1 Cor. 14:15; Eph. 5:19 and
Col. 3:16), but it speaks nothing of
instrumental music in worship. It neither
mentions nor condemns, because He has

told us what we are to do; sing. Though fire
is fire, when Nadab and Abihu offered a
strange fire "which He commanded them
not", (Lev. 10:1),God killed them. It is true
that singing is music and instruments make
music; but one the Lord commanded and the
other He has not. When God has not given
instructions, we dare not add to His specific
commands. The church can work through
no organization but the local members with
elders and deacons; it can do no work
except preaching the truth, edifying and
helping its indigent members for this is the
work God has commanded or taught it to do
in the Scriptures. His silence must stop us
there.

But it is argued that the Jews used
instruments. So they did and they offered
animal sacrifices and had Levitical priests,
but we must not for we are under a different
law according to our text in this lesson. The
Scriptures of the New Testament become
our sole authority for what we can and must
do in service to God today. We are
commanded to assemble and worship
together, (Hebrews 10:25), and we have
examples of places with such conveniences
as lights being provided for these
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Editorial ...

BE NOT HASTY
To be hasty suggests to be quick. To do a

thing hastily means to do it quickly. There
are some things that we should do hastily or
quickly. For example, we should be quick or
swift to hear God's Word. (Consider James
1:19). When we sin, we should be quick or
hasty to repent. However, there are a
number of things in which we should not be
quick or hasty. Let us now consider some of
these.

I. WE SHOULD NOT BE HASTY IN
ANGER. Ecclesiastes 7:9 says: "Be not
hasty in thy spirit to be angry: for anger
resteth in the bosom offools." Proverbs 14:29
says: "He that is slow to wrath is of great
understanding: bu/ he that is hasty of spirit
(the footnote says: 'short of spirit') exalteth
folly." Solomon also tells us that "he that is
soon angry dealeth falsely." (Proverbs 14:17).
The apostle Paul lists "not soon angry" in
Titus 1:7as one ofthe qualifications in order
for a man to be a bishop or elder in the
Lord's church.

A person who is angry tends to "stir up
strife and a furious man aboundeth in
transgression." (Proverbs 29:22).Although a

wrathful man stirs up strife, "he that Is slow
to anger appeaseth strife." (Proverbs 15:18).
"The discretion (the footnote says:
'prudence') of a man deferreth his anger; and
it is his glory to pass over a transgression."
(Proverbs 19:11).

In writing to Christians, James very
plainly admonishes us to "be slow to wrath"
and tells us why when he says: "Wherefore,
my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to
hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: For the
wrath of man worketh not the righteousness
of God." (J ames 1:19-20).Solomon said: "He
that Is slow to anger is better than the mighty;
and he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh
a city." (Proverbs 16:32).

Being angry is not necessarily wrong
within and of itself, but we should certainly
guard against being quick to anger.

II. WE SHOULD NOT BE HASTY IN
SEEKING RICHES. Proverbs 28:22 says:
"He that hasteth to be rich hath an evil eye,
and considereth not that poverty shall come
upon him." Proverbs 20:21 says: "An
inheritance may be gotten hastily at the
beginning; but the end thereof shall not be
blessed." A person who is greedy of gain
troubles his own house.

Paul tells us that "they that will be rich fall
into temptation and a snare, and Into many
foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men In
destruction and perdition. For the love of
money is the root of all evil: which while some
coveted after, they have erred from the faith,
and pierced themselves through with many
sorrows." (I Timothy 6:9-10).

Our primary goal in life must not be to be
rich. Solomon, who was rich, said: Labor not
to be rich .. ." and "he that maketh haste to be
rich shall not be innocent (the footnote says:
"unpunished'). (proverbs 28:20). He also
said: "Riches profit not in the day of wrath:
but righteousness delivereth from death."

III. WE SHOULD NOT BE HASTY IN
WORDS. Proverbs 29:20says: "Seeth thou a
man that Is hasty in his words? There Is more
hope of a fool than of him." Death and life are
in the power of the tongue. "He that hath
knowledge spareth his words: and a man of
understanding is of an excellent spirit (the
footnote says: 'a cool spirit') (Proverbs
17:27). We also learn from Proverbs 13:3
that "He that keepeth his mouth keepeth his
life; .. ."

We should be "slow to speak" lest we speak
the wrong thing. If we speak hastily, we
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might speak false things or words of strife
and bitterness. Jesus said: "For by thy words
thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou
shaii be condemed." (Matthew 12:37). A
careful study of James should convince
each of us that we should bridle (control) our
tongues. If we are slow to speak, after we
have reflected on certain matters, our
response may not be unkind or disrespectful
like it might otherwise be.

IV. BE NOT HASTY IN JUDGING
OTHERS. We should "judge not" that we be
not "judged." (See Matthew 7:1-2). We
should "judge not according to the
appearance, but judge righteous judgment."
(John 7:24). From these verses we conclude
that we must not judge censoriously or
rashly or according to appearance. Neither
should we judge without facts or mercy, but
we should judge righteous judgment.

In speaking to the people, Jesus said: "Ye

hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky
and of the earth; but how is it that ye do not
discern the time? Yea, and why even of
yourselves judge ye not what is right?" (Luke
12:56-57).In other words, they could and did
judge insignificant things such as the
weather, but they did not judge what was
right and thus very important.

Solomon says: "He that is first in his cause

seemeth just; but his neighbor cometh and
searcheth him." (Proverbs 18:17). If you
pass judgment when he that is first in his
own cause talks with you, the wrong
conclusion may be drawn. "He that
answereth a matter before he heareth it, it is
folly and shame unto him." (Proverbs 18:13).
It is folly (and also a shameful thing) for a
person to judge in a matter before he hears
all the pertinent facts in the case.

Many people who claim to be Christians
(including many preachers) are guilty of
doing this very thing. When they do, in
many cases, they either "justify the wicked"
or they "condemn the righteous." When they
(or we) do this, they (or we) are an
"abomination to the Lord." (Please read and
study Proverbs 17:15). Weare responsible
before God to neither "condemn the

righteous" not to "justify the wicked." Let us
not be hasty in judging. However, let us
meet our responsibilities in both justifying
the righteous and condemning the wicked.

Are you hasty in anger, in seeking riches,
in words or in judging others? If you are,
why not resolve today that you will make
correction where it is necessary.

"(CRS)

AN INTERESTING DEBATE

The debate between Carrol R. Sutton of
Albertville, Alabama and Marvin Hicks of
Corpus Christi, Texas was conducted in
Decatur, Alabama on February 22,23,25, &
26, 1982 as was previously announced in
THE INSTRUCTOR.

On the first two evenings of the debate,
Sutton was in the affirmative on the subject
of Holy Spirit baptism. Sutton showed by the
Scriptures the provisional, temporary
nature of Holy Spirit baptism and of the
nine spiritual gifts of 1 Corinthians 12. He
showed there are only two recorded cases of
Holy Spirit baptism.Hicks was unable to
show a single recorded case of Holy Spirit
baptism other than the apostles and
Cornelius (and other Gentiles) in Acts 10.
He was also unable to show that the
miraculous gifts of the Spirit extended
beyond the first century.

On the last two evenings, Hicks affirmed
on the subject of the baptismal formula. He
contended that the words "Jesus Christ"
must be said by the baptizer over the person
being baptized in order for his baptism to be
Scriptural. Although Hicks gave a number
of passages that show what was done he
never gave a single Scripture that tells us
either what was said or what must be said! He
failed to show one single Scripture that
teaches that the words "Jesus Christ" must

be said! He also failed to show one single
example of where those were ever said!

Mr. Hicks and his moderator (his father)
refused to honor the agreement concerning
there being no demonstrations from the
audience. In fact, they encouraged
demonstrations.

On the last evening ofthe discussion, Mr.
Hicks publicly called for a demonstration
during his last speech. His people responded
by interrupting the debate for a full five or
six minutes. As he ended his last speech, he
publicly stated that he was going to walk out
as soon as his speech ended. He encouraged
his people to leave with him. This was thirty
minutes BEFORE the debate was over!
Sutton had not made his last thirty minute
speech.

Yes, believe it or not, but Marvin Hicks
(and all of his people that he could persuade
to leave with him) walked out and left
BEFORE the debate was over!

It is the opinion of a number of brethren
who were present that Marvin Hicks was so
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NOT BY THE SCRIPTURES
CHURCH SPONSORED RECREA

TION, ENTERTAINMENT AND FOOD
FESTS: The New Testament shows that the
church that Jesus built is the fulfillment of
God's eternal purpose, the manifestation of
God's manifild wisdom, and the object of
the Life's blood ofJ esus. (Ephesians 3:10-11;
5:25; Acts 20:28). The church was brought
into existence to supply and minister to the
spiritual needs of men. It was never God's
intention to turn it into any agency for
providing such mundane and temporal
activities as recreation, entertainment and
food fests. First century congregations
didn't resort to such things and twentieth
century congregations should not. They are
justified by human wisdom and not by the
Scriptures. They are obviously designed to
attract an hold people who have not been led
to cultivate proper spiritual appetites.
--Bill Crews in THE MESSENGER 12/4/74

THE PSALMIST said: "Lord, thou
hast been our dwelling place in all
generations. Before the mountains
were brought forth, or ever thou hast
formed the earth and the world, even
from everlasting to everlasting, thou
art God. Thou turn est man to
destruction; and sayest, Return, ye
children of men. For a thousand years
in thy sight are but as yesterday
when it is past, and as a watch in the
night."

(Psalms 90:1-4)

A TRUE FRIEND
"Oh, the comfort, theinexpressable

comfort of feeling safe with a person,
having neither to weigh thoughts,
nor measure words, but pouring them
all right out, just as they are - chaff
and grain together, certain that a
faithful hand will take and sift them
- keep what is worth keeping, and
with the breath of kindness, blow the
rest away."

-Author Unknown
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AN iNTERESTING DEBATE

completely exposed by the truth that he
simply would not stay and "face the music."
It is also the opinion of some that Marvin
Hicks will never debate Carrol R. Sutton

again! Time will tell!

(Continued from Page 2)
WHEN MOSES SPAKE NOTHING

IT LIMITED

assem blies. So we have authority to provide
a convenient place for our worship. But we
have neither command, example nor
necessary inference for instruments. Weare
provided by the Lord with a voice to sing as
He commands.

--Frank Smith in TRUTH AND NEWS

Sentence Sermons
We rise by the things we put under our feet.

He who would have friends must show himself friendly.

Christianity must function or it will fizzle.

Fooling with sin is only indulged in by fools.

The sunlight of love will kill all the germs of jealousy and hate.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
1107 Highway 431 South
Albertville, AL 35950


