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"I have a pleasant story, which I wish to tell in rhyme,
About a circuit preacher, who lived in recent time.

He was a circuit rider, for goodJohn Wesley's brand,
And rode the finest circuit, in all the blessed land.

At one of his good charges, some members, not a few,
Became quite sorely troubled, about the word 'INTO.'

The good Book says quite plainly, in Acts in chapter eight,
'They went down into the water,' as Baptist people state.

The preacher preached a sermon, of extra zeal and might,
And to his satisfaction, he set the passage right.

'Into' does not mean 'into', but only 'at' or 'near by,'
They went down to the water, and got a small supply.

But near the place of worship, there lived a sister Brown,
And for her splendid cooking, she'd gained a great renoun.

Her yellow-legged chickens, her luscious cakes and pies,
Had often made that preacher, roll up his weeping eyes.

And her delicious coffee, In all the circuit round,
The preacher oft admitted, its like could not be found.

So when he preached his sermon, with extra power and length,
He loved, at the Brown's table, to revive his ebbing strength.

But sister Brown was a Baptist, the strongest in the land;
She oft reproved the Methodists, for changing God's command.

She heard the preacher's sermon, and thought the subject o're;
Then asked him home for dinner, as she oft had done before.

She ground her good brown coffee, her kettle steaming hot,
And she put it 'at' or 'near by', the famous coffeepot.

(Continued on Page 4)
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Editorial- - -
WICKEDNESS AND THE WICKED

There are many misconceptions
about wickedness and wicked people.
One does not have to be a murderer,
drunkard or an adulterer in order to
be wicked.

Wickedness may be defined as that
which is evil, bad, worthless, or
lawless. It is the opposite of that which
is right, good, valuable or lawful. God
has made man with the ability (and with
the responsibility) to discern between
right (that which is good) and wrong
(that which is evil). That which is evil
is wicked. God has also given man the
responsibility of choosing that which is
right and rejecting that which is wicked.
Only in so doing can man please the
Creator.

A long time ago, God through Amos
said: "Seek good, and not evil, that
ye may live: ... " (Amos 5:15). Later
Jesus said: " No man can serve two
masters: ... Ye can not serve God
and mammon." (Matthew 6:24). Jesus
also said: "He that is not with me is
against me; and he that gathereth not
with me scattereth abroad." (Mat
thew 12:30).

There is no middle ground. A person
can not be neutral. There are only two
classes of accountable beings. One class
is righteous and the other class is wicked.
You are either righteous or wicked!
Which? You are either serving God or
mammon. Which? You are either gath
ering with Jesus or you are scattering
abroad! Which?

Those who practice wickedness (that
which is evil, bad, worthless, or law
less) are wicked! Many people are not
willing to face the fact that they are
wicked or that their relative or friend is
wicked. They will admit that they are
practicing that which is lawless. They
will admit that their relative or friend is
engaging in that which is evil or at least,
bad. However, they are reluctant to say
that they are wicked. Only the wicked
live in sin! The righteous may fail or
fall. He may sin but he does not
habitually practice sin. He does not
live in sin! When he sins, he is willing
to repent and pray for forgiveness.

Wicked people may be found among
God's children. It is certainly possible
for a child of God to depart from God
and become wicked.

A long time ago, God through Jere
miah said to the Israelites: "For among
my people are found wicked men:
they lay wait, as he that setteth
snares; they set a trap, they catch
men. As a cage is full of birds, so are
their houses full of deceit ... "
Geremiah 5:26-27). Please consider the
fact that wicked men were found among
"my people," God said. On one oc
casion David said: "For I have kept
the ways of the Lord, and have not
wickedly departed from my God."
(2 Sam. 22:22). As long as we keep the
ways of the Lord we will not wickedly
depart from the God of heaven.

We learn from John's statement in
1John 5:19 that "the whole world lies
in wickedness." In Galatians 1:4 the
apostle Paul mentions "this present
evil world" and the fact that Christ
died for our sins that He might deliver
us from it. A long time ago Habakkuk
mentioned the fact that "the wicked
doth compass about the righteous."
(Hab. 1:4). In view of this, we should
be able to understand why John ad
monishes us to "love not the world"
and why Paul commands us to "be not
conformed to this world: but be ye
transformed .... "

It is imperative that we recognize
wickedness for what it is!

- (CRS)



SEQUEL TO THE PREACHERJS COFFEE
By W. Curtis Porter

"Just then in stepped a preacher, who wears a Bible name;
The simple name of 'Christian', of apostolic fame.

God put into the Bible, no human names to wear,
And hence he was contented, the inspired mark to wear.

Then Mrs. Brown he questioned, if surely she'd admit,
Whether 'into' had the meaning, she had given it.

She said she would most surely, and who would dare say not?
'No coffee's in the vessel, till put 'into' the pot!'

Then gently spoke the preacher; 'Don't censure preacher Jones;
You have spoken condemnation, to yourself in strongest tones.

No need to hold tradition; such never did suffice;
The Bible says that baptism, puts people 'into' Christ!'

'No, no,' replied the hostess; Such preaching is a sin;
Sir, the preacher gives baptism, to those already in.'

'Well, well,' then spoke the preacher, 'it surely gives me fm,
To see this faithful Baptist, throw down her Baptist gun.

If 'into' has the meaning, you have given it at last,
Your shot at circuit riders, has gone into a blast!

Then Philip and the eunuch, went not 'into' the creek,
For they were 'in' already, and had been for a week!'

'When Christians are invited, 'into' that heavenly clime,
They'll really not go 'into' they were in it all the time.

And when the Lord will banish, the wicked 'into' hell;
They'll merely stay 'in' pleasures, on earth they love so well.'

'You thought you put the coffee, 'into' the coffee pot;
But it was 'in' already, and really boiling hot.

Now, Mrs. Brown, please promise, that you'll not have the gall,
To hit folks with the Bible, unless you take it all.

The Bible says so plainly (to which you have referred),
'They went down 'into' the water,' I trust its every word.

It tells us that the righteous, go 'into' mansions fair;
It tells us that the wicked, go down 'into' despair.

It tells us just as surely, not only once, but twice;
That that which is called 'baptism', puts people 'into' Christ.

Now take it all, dear lady; false preachers you can rout,
Or else just raise the window, and throw the Bible out!

GUY N. WOODS ON 1 COR. 11:16
" 'But if man seemeth to be con

tentious, we have no such custom,
neither the churches of God.' (1 Cor.
11:16) ... This statement occurs at the
close of Paul's argument in 1 Cor. 11,
touching the proper headdress of women
in the assembly. Four arguments have
already been offered why women should

wear some artificial covering on their
heads in the worship, and this is a fifth
argument in support of that view, urging
that none of the churches of God fol
lowed the practice of allowing women
to appear uncovered. Far from teaching
that the whole matter is of little moment

(Continued on Page 4)



THE PREACHER'S COFFEE
(Continuedfrom Page 1)

She poured her guest a cupful, (I think it was no sin);
'But you forgot, dear sister, to put the coffee in.'

'No, no, dear sir, that's coffee; I ground a good supply,
And put it 'at' the kettle, ('into' is 'at' or 'near by.')

By the logic of your sermon; (I thought it rather thin),
If 'at' or 'nearby' is 'into', Iput the coffee IN.

So if you will truly promise, no more such stuff to teach,
I'll go and make some coffee, in line with Bible speech.

And this time I will follow, instructions to the dot,
And put the coffee 'into', not 'at' or 'near by' the pot!

(Editor's Note: After reading "THE PREACHER'S COFFEE" by Mr. Bogard,
our brother, W. Curtis Porter, wrote a "SEQUEL TO THE PREACHER'S
COFFEE." You can read it on page 3 of this paper. In it brother Porter took Mr.
Bogard's line of reasoning and argument to show by the Scriptures that water baptism
is essential to being saved.)

GUY N. WOODS ON 1 COR. 11-16
(Continued from Page 3)

and may be disregarded if some are con
tentious about it (as it is often 'ex
plained'), its teaching is exactly the
reverse. In effect, Paul there says if
the brethren are disposed to call in ques
tion all that he has said about the
matter, they will at least hesitate to fol
Iowa course utterly without precedent
in the churches of God, none of them

allowing women to appear with heads
uncovered. Those interested in pur
suing the subject further will find ample
material thereon in the various commen
taries on First Corinthians. Those by
Lipscomb, Alford, Meyer, and Barnes
are suggested." (Editor's Note: The
above quote was taken from the
TEACHER'S ANNUAL LESSON
COMMENTARY, 1946, published by
GOSPEL ADVOCATE COMPANY.

- SENTENCE SERMONS -
There is no easy road to genuine character - but there IS a road.

* * * * * *

No enemy is more dangerous than a friend who isn't quite sure he is for you
or against you.

* * * * * *

There is more hope for a self-confessed sinner than a self-conceited saint.
* * * * * *

If you do not stand for something, you will fall for nothing.
* * * * * *

A man is known by the company he keeps - and keeps out of.
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