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THE CLOTHING OF THE GODLY
People are often identified by the

clothes they wear. In the Bible clothing
identifies people as being widows,
harlots, kings, rich men, men, women,
and wedding guests. Today, attire
identifies individuals as being doctors,
nurses, policemen, firemen, soldiers,
football players, ballet dancers and
bums. In Timothy 2:9-10 the apostle
Paul instructs women to dress in a way
which "befits women making a claim
to godliness"(NASB). Certainly it
would not be fitting or proper for a
soldier to dress in the attire of a bum,
or for a policeman to dress as a doctor.
Likewise, it is improper for the godly
to dress in clothing which is charac
teristic of the ungodly.

When Paul instructs us to wear
"modest apparel" (1 Timothy 2:9),
he is in effect commanding us to dress
in a way which is proper for godly in
dividuals. Webster's Seventh New
Collegiate Dictionary defines the
word "modest" as "observing the
proprieties of dress." It defines
"propriety" as "the quality or state
of being proper." But what is proper
for those who are claiming to be godly?
The inspired apostle himself gives us
the answer. "Modest apparel" for the
godly individual is that which one can
wear "with shamefacedness and
sobriety" (1 Timothy 2:9).

The phrase "with shamefacedness"
refers to the fact that a sense of shame
is to be demonstrated by our attire. A
godly man or woman will dress in a
way which demonstrates an ap
preciation for the fact that God con
siders nakedness to be shameful. (Cf.
Revelation 3: 18). Realizing that God
still considered Adam and Eve to be
naked even after they had partially
clothed themselves with aprons made of
fig leaves (Genesis 3:7-10, 21), the
godly are not satisfied with being par
tially clothed. But rather, godly men
and women dress in clothes which are
designed to cover, not reveal. Are shor
ts, tank tops, halter tops, sun dresses
and bathing suits designed to cover or
reveal?

Both W. E. Vine in his Expository
Dictionary of New Testament Words,
and R.C. Trench in Synonyms of the
New Testament, agree that the word
"sobriety" as it occurs in 1 Timothy
2:9 refers to "that habitual inner self
government with its constant rein on
all the passions and desires which
would hinder the temptation to these
from arising." So, godly people dress
in a way which hinders temptation. If
you profess to be godly, ask yourself,
"Are my clothes designed to incite
lust or hinder it" and "Do they
cause others to stumble or do they
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Editorial - - -

" PROOF REQUESTED)
PROOF GIVEN" (No.2)

In our study last month we gave
proof from the Scriptures that the
claim that "Churches may Scrip
turally contribute funds out of their
treasuries to human organizations
such as schools, benevolent
organizations, etc." is without
authority from the Lord and is
therefore false! I would like to remind
each of you readers that it is not
enough for a person who advocates
such to ask someone to give Scriptural
proof that such is not authorized in the
Scriptures. That person who advocates
such is obligated to show by the
Scriptures that churches may donate
out of their treasuries to schools,
benevolent organizations, etc.! We
hereby challenge the advocates of the
church donations to human institutions
to prove by God's word that such is
Scriptural!

It isn't enough for a person to say,
"the Bible doesn't say 'how"', or
"it glorifies God", or "it's a good
work", or "it gives the church
glory", or "if we don't take care of
them the Catholics and the Baptists
will take care of them and will make
Catholics and Baptists out of them."
None of that proves it is Scriptural!
We want Scriptural proof for churches
donating to human institutions!
Remember the apostle John shows it is
absolutely essential that we abide in

"the doctrine of christ" in order to
have God! (See 2 John 9).

The next number in the list of twen
ty-five things that appear in THE IN
sTRucToR, October, 1983, under
"Specific Wickedness" that a reader
has requested that I give "Scriptural
support" for the opposite view of is
number sixteen. It reads as follows:

"16. There are Christians in all
churches. "
COMMENTS: The fact that

someone may think that there are
Christians in all churches doesn't
prove that such is true! In fact, I
declare that the above statement is
false and I do so because of the
following reasons:

1. There is only ONE true church,
which is the body of Christ! A reading
of the following Scriptures should con
vince every "honest and good heart"
of this obvious truth!

a. Ephesians 4:4-6 says: "There
is one body, and one Spirit, even
as ye are called in one hope of
your calling; One Lord, one faith,
one baptism, One God and Father
of all, who is above all, and
through all, and in you all."

b. Romans 12:4-5 says: "For as
we have many members in one
body, and all members have not
the same office: So we, being
many, are one body in Christ, and
every one members one of
another."

c. Colossians 1:18 says: "And
he (Christ the Son - CRS)) is the
head of the body, the church: ..
" d. Ephesians 1:22-23 says:

"And hath put all things under his
feet, and gave him (Christ - CRS)
to be the head over all things to
the church, Which is his body, the
fulness of him that filleth all in
all."

e. 1 Corinthians 12:20 says:
"But now are they many mem
bers, yet but one body."

2. ALL the saved are added to the
one body, the church! Acts 2:47 says:
" ... And the Lord added to the
church daily such as should be
saved." NOTE: Not the lost, but the
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"PROOF REQUESTED,
PROOF GIVEN"

saved were added to the church! They
were not added to a denomination!

3. To be saved, one must be bap
tized! Jesus said: "He that believeth
and IS BAPTIZED shall be saved;"
(Mark 16:16). But one is baptized IN
TO one body, the church! Paul says:
"For by one Spirit are we all bap
tized into one body, ... " (1 Cor.
12:13). NOTE: It is by the direction or
teaching of the Holy Spirit through the
Scriptures that we are all baptized into
one body, the church!

4. Jesus Christ is the head of the
body, the church! He is also its
Saviour! Ephesians 5:23 says: "For
the husband is the head of the wife,
even as Christ is the head of the
church: and he is the Saviour of the
body." NOTE: Christ is not the head
and Saviour of all churches
(denominations) but of His body, the
church!

5. There is no Scriptural evidence
that a person who is saved is ever ad
ded to any denomination by the Lord!

6. There is no Scriptural evidence
that a person can be saved from past
sins by being in a denomination or that
a person can be a true Christian either
by being in a denomination or while
being in a denomination!

7. There is no Scriptural authority
for a person to be a member of any
denominational church!

8. If a person can be saved (and
thus be a Christian) in any church
other than the Lord's church, which is
His body, then he can be saved in a
church (denomination) which was not
purchased with the blood of Jesus
Christ. Jesus Christ purchased His
church with His blood! (See Acts 20:28
and Ephesians 5:25-27).

9. If there are Christians in all chur
ches (denominations), then there are
Christians in churches which plainly
deny many basic principles of truth!

10. Jesus said: "Every plant which
my heavenly Father hath not plan
ted, shall be rooted up." (Matthew
15:13). NOTE: There is no Scriptural
evidence that the heavenly Father has
planted a single solitary

denominational church!
When a person presumes to speak

that there are Christians in all churches
in the name of Christ, he is speaking
presumptuously and is making a false
claim because such is not taught in
God's word. The person that so speaks
is guilty of wickedness!

We should so "speak" and "do"
as those who will be judged "by the
law of liberty!" (CL James 2:12). "If
any man speak, let him speak as the
oracles of God." (1 Peter 4:11).

(CRS)
(To be continued)

YOU HELP OR HINDER OTHERS

When Jonah was on the ship bound
for Tarshish, he was attempting to flee
from the presence of the Lord. "But
the Lord sent out a great wind into
the sea, and there was a mighty tem
pest in the sea, so that the ship was
like to be broken" aonah 1:4). The
disobedience of Jonah not onlv
discouraged Jonah himself, but also the
lives of all the others on the ship. Jonah
couldn't say, "It's no one's business
what I do." Jonah's disobedience
became mighty important business to
the other mariners.

Consider another sea voyage. (See
Acts 27). This time the principal
character is Paul, it man of great faith
and of steadfast obedience. While on a
ship bound for Italy, Paul and 275
others, were in the midst of a terrible
storm, "exceedingly tossed with a
tempest" (verse 18). Luke says that
"all hope that we should be saved
was then taken away" (verse 20). But
the angel of God stood by Paul saying,
"Fear not, Paul; thou must be
brought before Ceasar: and, 10, God
hath given thee all them that sail
with thee" (verse 24). The 275 others
whose lives were saved surely couldn't
say that it was of no concern to them
that a God-fearing man was in their
midst. It was of utmost importance to
them.

We can't say that it's nobody's
business how we live. Our disobedience
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HELP OR HINDER

endangers others; those others may be
our own children, our associates in
business, or our best friend. Someone
is watching you. You are casting a
shadow of influence. Let us be careful
as to what kind of shadow we are
cast-ing.

- Raymond Kelsy

SUTTON - THURMON
DISCUSSION

Please remember and make plans
to attend the series of discussions to
be conducted in Dyersburg, Ten
nessee July 10, 12 and 13, 1984.
"Hell," "The Sabbath" and
"The First Day of the Week" will
be the topics discussed. Roy Thur
mon, a Seventh Day Adventist, and
Carrol R. Sutton will be the
disputants.
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CLOTHING OF THE GODLY
prevent such stumbling?" Often
people attempt to justify their clothing
by making a claim like the following:
"My clothes wouldn't make anyone
lust!" But the question is, Do your
clothes HINDER lust?

Those who are interested in confor
ming to the will of God will be concer
ned about whether or not they dress in
a way that is proper for godly people to
dress. Do your clothes help identify
you as being godly?

"Godliness is profitable for all
things, having promise of the life
which now is, and of that which is to
come" (1 Timothy 4:8b).

Steve Klein
1826 Emanuel
Gadsden, AL 35901

A SERIES OF GOSPEL
MEETINGS will be conducted at
EAST ALBERTVILLE CHURCH
OF CHRIST, June 24-29 with
Kent Persall preaching. Services
Monday through Friday will be at
7:30 p.m. YOU ARE INVITED!

- SENTENCE SERMONS
A true friend is one who comes in when others go out.

* * * * *

To repent of sin is divine, but to continue in sin is devilish.
* * * * *

Self praise is no recommendation.
* * * * *

You can evade acceptance of responsibility, but you can't evade the consequen
ces of such evasion.

* * * * *

A compromising attitude says: "You must repent, as it were, and be converted,
so to speak, or you will be damned, in all probability."

* * * * *

If we don't crucify the love of the world, the love of the world will crucify us.
CHURCH OF CHRIST
1107 Highway 431 South
Albertville, AL 35950


