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In Matthew 19:9 Jesus said:
"Whosoever shall put away his
wife, except it be for fornication,
and shall marry another
committeth adultery: and whoso
marrieth her which is put away
doth commit adultery."

There are some who contend that
fornication (the exception) was a part
of Moses' law and that it no longer
applies today. They contend that the
exception is no where repeated in Acts
through Revelation. The law was
a')olished at Christ's death. (Co!. 2:14).
They say that Jesus did his teaching
on divorce while the law was still in
force, and as a part of the law, and
thus the only person who can remarry
today is one who has lost their
companion in death. (Rom. 7:4).

The truth is Jesus was not teaching
the law of Moses in Matthew 19:9 and
Matthew 5:31-32. The context plainly
shows this to be true. In both passages
what Moses taught is expressed and
then Jesus would say, "I say unto
you." Moses' law did grant divorce for
"every cause." See Matthew 19:7, 8;
Deut. 24:1-4. The American Standard
Version reads "Some unseemly
thing" for "Some unclean thing."
"Some unclean thing" cannot mean
fornication because "fornication"
was not grounds of divorce, but

grounds for execution, under the law
of Moses. (See Dt. 22:22). If a man
found his wife lying with another man
she was to be "put to death;" not "put
away for fornication," so he could
remarry.

Jesus was not teaching Moses' law,
but his law which was "from the
beginning." (Matthew 19:4-6, 8). The
law of Christ on marriage, baptism,
the Lord's Supper, etc. went into force
when Christ died. (Hebrews 9:16-17).
Jesus had no law from the beginning
on baptism and the Lord's Supper.
However, Christ's teaching on
marriage and divorce, which went into
effect when he died had been in effect
from the beginning. Only Moses
because of the hardness of their hearts
had allowed divorce for other causes.
"From the beginning it was not
so." (Matthew 19:8). A teaching of
Christ, (which is no part of the law of
Moses) does not have to be repeated
somewhere between Acts 1 and
Revelation 22 to be binding as a part
of the law of Christ. If Matthew 19:9
has to be repeated in order for it to be
binding, why not Matthew 18:15-18?
Jesus was teaching his law, in both
of these passages; Not the law of
Moses. "A Testament is of force
after men are dead." (Heb. 9:17). "It
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Editorial ...
OMINOUS SIGNS

(Concluded)

In our previous studies we discussed
several things which I consider to be
"ominous signs." They are: 1. VERY
FEW SCRIPTURES ARE DIS
CUSSED BY MANY PREACHERS IN
THEIR PREACHING. 2. MATER
IALISM. 3. VERY LITTLE HATRED
OF SIN. 4. PROFESSIONALISM
AMONG PREACHERS. 5. OPPOSI
TION TO CONTROVERSIAL DIS
CUSSIONS. 6. PREACHERS MUST
BE EDUCATED IN ONE OF OUR
COLLEGES. 7. EXALTATION OF
PREACHERS, and 8. LOSING OUR
DISTINCTIVENESS. As we con
template what the future may bring,
there are other danger signs among
God's people. Here are some ofthem.

9. FALSE TEACHINGS BECOME
ACCEPTABLE IF TAUGHT BY
WELL KNOWN, POPULAR AND/OR
HIGHLY EDUCATED PREACHERS.
It seems that false teachings become
acceptable (or at least, they become
tolerable) if certain preachers (i.e.,
those who are highly educated, well
known, popular or close friends)
advocate them. (Such would not have
affected Paul. Cf. Gal. 2:4-6). Here are
some of the false teachings that
many people accept.

A. A man may Scripturally divorce
his wife for some cause other than

fornication. NOTE: See 1 Cor. 7:1-11
& Matthew 19:9 for the truth.

B. A man may Scripturally divorce
his wife without the cause of forni
cation and marry another. NOTE: See
Matthew 19:9 for the truth.

C. A man may be Scripturally
divorced for fornication and then may
marry another. NOTE: For the truth
see Mt. 5:31-32; 19:9; Mk. 10:11-12 and
Luke 16:18.

D. An adulterous relationship
becomes a Scriptural marriage when
a person becomes a Christian. NOTE:
Repentance is a change of mind that
is wrought by godly sorrow that will
cause one to turn from the adulterous
relationship. Cf. Acts 17:30; 2:38 and
2 Cor. 7:10.

E. A Christian and/or a church
may Scripturally have fellowship with
a child of God who has been
Scripturally "marked" and
"avoided" (i.e., withdrawn from) by
a faithful congregation. NOTE: See
Rom. 16:17-18; 2 Thess. 3;6-15; 2 Cor.
6:14-18; Eph. 5:10-11 and 1 Cor. 5:1-13
for the truth.

F. Since each church is
independent and autonomous (i.e., self
governing), each church has a
Scriptural right to receive into its
fellowship a person who has been
Scripturally "disciplined" (i.e.,
"withdrawn from" and thus
"marked and avoided") by another
church although he has not repented
of his sins. NOTE: See Rom. 16:17-18;
2Thess. 3:5-15;2 Cor. 6:14-18and 1Cor.
5:1-13for the truth. FURTHER NOTE:
Please explain why and how God
would command one church to
"withdraw" from a brother in sin and
won't repent and yet approve of
another church having fellowship with
that brother. QUESTION: Does "local
autonomy" of a church justify a
church in having fellowship with a
sinful brother who refuses to repent?
FURTHER QUESTION: Where is the
passage of Scripture that teaches
such?
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OMINOUS SIGNS
(Continued from page 2)

G.Continous cleasing. This doc
trine says that a faithful saint is con
tinuously cleansed by the blood of
Christ from sins he commits through
ignorance and weakness. NOTE: Such
passages as Acts 8:22; James 5:16 and
1 John 1:6-9teach there are conditions
on which saints receive forgiveness
when they sin. OBSERVATION: If
1 John 1:7teaches continuous cleasing
of "sins of ignorance and weakness"
by the blood of Christ, it also teaches
continuous cleansing of "sins of re
bellion and disobedience" because the
passage says "the blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth us from
ALL sin." NOTE: Whatever 1John 1:7
teaches about the blood cleansing
"sins of ignorance and weakness" it
teaches the same thing about the
blood cleansing "sins of rebellion and
disobedience." If one is unconditional,
so also is the other. If one is condi
tional, so also is the other. If one is
continuous, so also is the other.

It seems that many among us have
forgotten the teaching of such pas
sages as Jude 3; 2 Peter 2:1-3;Mt. 7:15
16; 1 John 4:1; 1 Thess. 5:21; John 7:24;
Acts 20:28-32; 1 Cor. 4:6; 1 Peter 4:11
and 2 John 9-11. It is indeed an
"ominous sign" when false doctrines
become acceptable if well known,
popular and/or highly educated
brethren believe and teach them.

10. WORLDLINESS. By "worldli
ness" I mean things of this world that
are sinful and things which are not sin
ful within and of themselves, but may
become sinful when not properly
controlled. Such things as divorce (for
reasons other than fornication), im
modest dress, mixed swimming,
filthy speech, using tobacco by
smoking, chewing or dipping, so
cial drinking of intoxicants, at
tending ungodly concerts (and
other such places) and watching
filthy movies (whether at the
theater, or on TV or home videos)
are some of the acts of worldliness that
are practiced by many among the
people of God.

Many who would not think of
practicing the above mentioned things
are guilty of being lovers of pleas
ures (which may not be wrong within
and of themselves) more than lovers
of God. It seems that some are "mon
ey mad" and "pleasure crazy." They
have time to make money and engage
in recreational activities and enter
tainment projects, but do not have time
to assemble with the saints each time
they meet to publicly worship God, to
minister to the needy (the hungry,
naked, sick, weak, discouraged, sor
rowful, etc.) and to teach others the
gospel of Jesus Christ. Greed and
selfishness characterize some.

Worldliness has been creeping into
"the church" for a long time, but now
it is entering at a rapid pace. It is time
for all of us to hear the word of the
Lord and to give warning to both the
wicked and the righteous in spiritual
Israel. (Cf. Ezekiel 3:17-21).If we don't,
worldliness will weaken and distroy
us! Yes, worldliness among God's
people is an "ominous sign."

WHAT CAN YOU DO?
These signs of danger should serve

to warn us of problems and evils we
face. You may say, "I see the omin
ous signs among us, but what can
I do about it?" You can determine
and prepare to stand firmly in the
truth as revealed in the Scriptures.
You can resolve to take heed to
yourself and unto the doctrine. You can
make up your mind to deny yourself
and to live soberly, righteously and
godly in this present world. You can
speak out for what is right and
condemn what is wrong regardless of
who may be practicing such. You can
pray for wisdom to make proper
decisions (Cf. James 1:5-6). You can
ask God for strength to hold faith and
a good conscience as you endeavor to
faithfully serve him. Faith is the
victory! (See 1 John 5:4). (CRS)

AN OVERSIGHT: Author's name was
left out. Windell Wiser, Rt. 2, Box 19,
Athens, AL 35611, was the author ofthe ex
cellent article last month in THE IN
STRUCTOR entitled "Who May Scrip
turally Marry Again?" We are sorry for
this oversight.
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is of no strength at all while the
testator liveth." (Heb. 9:17). One
could not "tell it to the church," (Mt.
18:17), before the church came into
existence. (Acts 2). There are
instructions in Gal. 6:1and James 5:19
20 about restoring a brother. However,
both of these passages have to do with
error and sin in general. Neither
passage has to do with error and sin
in general. Neither passage has to do
with one brother sinning against
another. There are no instructions in
Acts through Revelation about how to
deal with one brother sinning against
another. The teaching of Mt. 18:15-18
is found only in that passage. One
could not teach those steps without

using that passage. When are those
rules binding? The answer is NOW, in
these "last days." The same also
applies to Mt. 19:9.

- Windell Wiser
Rt. 2, Box 19
Athens, AL 35611

GOSPEL MEETINGS
You are invited to be with us at
the church building at East
Albertville, June 10-15, 1990
at 7:30 p.m. except on the Lord's
Day to HEAR THE GOSPEL
preached by Gilbert
Alexander.

- Sentence Sermons -
It is easier to keep faith if we use it often.

*****

Stumbling blocks may be turned into stepping stones - if we view them properly.
* * * * *

If God tells us to do it - with His help we can.
* * * * *

Men who live for self never succeed in satisfying self, or anyone else. - Trumbull
*****

He who fears God need not to fear any man.
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