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7:6).

9. Those on Ship with Paul.
(Acts 27:33-38).

10. Cornelius. (Acts 10:30).
PURPOSES OF FASTING or SOME
THINGS WHICH IT INDICA TED

A. Humility. (Ezra 8:21-23; Psalms
35:13; Deut. 9:18)

B. Confession of Sins. (1 Samuel

C. Mourning or Sorrow. (2 Samuel
1:11-12; 12:15-23;Nehemiah 1:4).

D. Spirit of Prayer. (Daniel 9:3;
Luke 2:37; Acts 9:9, 11; 13:3; 14:23).

SHOULD WE FAST TODAY?
A. It was commanded in the Old

Testament. (See Joel 2: 12).
B. Christ defended His disciplesfor

not fasting while he was with them. (Mt.
9:14-15; Mark 2:19; Luke 5:33-35).

C. Regulated by Christ when one
fasts. (Matthew 6:16-18).

D. Some early Christians did. (Acts
14:23; 13:3).

E. We are not commanded to fast
in the New Testament! We are not told
when tofast or how often tofast.

F. Surely, there are times when
Christians can profit by fasting under
certain circumstances for certain
reasons.

G. If and when we fast we must be
sure that our motives are pure. We must
examine our hearts and search our
souls and make sure that we are not
being hypocritical by trying to impress
men and receive their glory. (Mt. 6:16
18).

H. Although we may practice fast
ing, we have no right to try and bind it
on others! (CRS)

8. Prophets & Teachers. (Acts
14:23).

13:1-3).

2:36-37).
2. Pharisee. (Luke 18:12).
3. Disciples of John. (Mt. 9:14;

Mark 2:19- : Luke 5:33-35).
4. Christ. (Matthew 4:2).
5. Saul. (Acts 9:9). LaterwasPaul.
6. Paul. (2 Cor. 6:5; 11:27).
7. Barnabas & Saul. (Acts

FASTING
Fasting is a subject found in both

Old and New Testaments a number of
times. Fasting is defined by Thayer's
Lexicon as "abstinence from food ... (a)
voluntary, as a religious exercise ... (b) a
fasting to which one is driven by want: 2
Cor. 6:5; 11:27 ... " Page425) All we need
to know concerning fasting is found in
the Scriptures. Let us examine fasting.

EXAMPLES OF FASTING
A. OLD TESTAMENT

1. Moses fasted 40 days &
nights before he received the Ten Com
mandments. (See Exodus 34:27-28; Deut.
9:9-29).

2. Children of Israel. (Judges
20:26; 1 Sam. 7:6).

3. Men of Jabesh-Gilead. (1
Sam. 31:11-13).

4. David. (2 Sam. 1:11-12; 3:35;
2 Sam.12:15-23).

5. Ahab. (1 Kings 21:27).
6. Elijah. (1 Kings 19:8).
7. Ezra. (Ezra 10:6); 8:23).
8. Nehemiah. (Nehemiah 1:4)
9. Darius. (Daniel 6:18).

10. Daniel. (Daniel 9:3; 10:1-3).
B. NEW TESTAMENT.

1. Anna, a prophetess. (Luke
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Editorial ...
HELL! IS THERE A PLACE OF
ETERNAL TORMENT FOR THE
WICKED? (No.38)

In previous studies of Hell, we have
been exposing the false teaching that
there is no hell of eternal torment for the
wicked and those who teach it. There is!
The Scriptures clearly teach that eternal
(endless) torment awaits the wicked in
hell, including the devil and his angels.

Most, if not all, who teach that there
will be no eternal punishment of the
wicked, but annihilation (or a ceasing to
exist), also deny that man has or posses
ses a soul. They contend that man is
wholly mortal and does not have an
eternal soul (or spirit) within the physical
body.

Let us resume our consideration of
some additional arguments that are made
against the doctrine of eternal torment of
the wicked as taught in the Scriptures.
The arguments being examined will not
stand in the light of Scriptural scrutiny.

ARGUMENT XXI - THE WICKED
WILL NOT BE RESURRECTED IN BO
DIES (immortal or eternal in existence) IN
WHICH THEY COULD BE ETERNALLY
PUNISHED (tormented). THEREFORE,
THE WICKED WILL BE ANNIHILATED.
THERE IS NO DESCRIPTION OF THE
RESURRECTED BODIES OF THE
WICKED.

-Homer Hailey said: "Paul described the
resurrected body of the righteous (I Cor. 15:5-58);
but nowhere did any apostle describe the

resurrected body of the wicked if the wicked are
cast into Gehennalhell, body and soul, the body in
which the wicked died will have to be raised for
judgment and execution of sentencing." (God's
Judgments & Punishments -Individuals & Nations
by Homer Hailey, page151).

Jimmy Allen said: "...First, there is no
description in the New Testament of the
resurrection body of the unsaved ... Why is it not
described? When Paul spoke of a Christian's
resurrection body, he said, 'This mortal must put
on Immortality, then shall be brought to pass the
saying that Is written, Death is swallowed up in
victory. 0 Death where is they sting? 0 grave
where Is thy victory?' (I Cor. 15:53-54). Why
immortality? Becouse the child of God has an
immortal spirit and it must have an immortal body
to inhabit. Can the same be said for a non
Christian? if so, can we also apply other words
(i.e., spiritual, glorious, powerful, incorruptible) to
the bodies of the unprepared that are used by Paul
for the righteous? if not, why not? Apparently, the
only word of the five used by Paul that some want
to apply to the unsaved is 'immortal'. However, it
appears that the five stand or fall together. Fur
thermore, the unsaved are said to reap corruption
in the next life (Gal. 6:7-8) which is the opposite of
the incorruption to be received by the redeemed (I
Cor. 15:42). Apparently, their bodies are not the
same.••- (Fire In My Bones by Jimmy Allen, Page
223-224)

- Edward Fudge quotes (with approval)
Henry Constable who said: "The unjust are not
raised in incorruption; they are not raised in
immortality...For the bodies of the unjust are
raised only in their old mortality ... " (Constable,
Future Punishment, p. 94. (See The Fire That Con
sumes, by Fudge, page 177).

- Edward Fudge said: "...Even if the wicked
should be assumed immortal, God is able /0 destroy
(Fudge means annihilate - Editor) them. But Scrip
ture always attributes incorruptibility and immor
tality to the glorified bodies, of the righteous in the
Age to Come, never of 'souls' apartfrom bodies. of
the righteous now, or of the wicked at any time."
(The Fire That Consumes, page 257)

-Curtis Dickinson said: "While the Bible
gives us these challenging and exciting descriptions
of the resurrected saints, nowhere does it describe
the body of the resurrected sinner. And, why not?
Perhaps because the sinner is raised a mortal
person only to face judgment and death, not to
live.••(What The Bible Teaches About Immortality
And Future Punishment, pp. 44-45. fin).

REPLY:
I. In the above statements there are

a number of assumptions, unproven as
sertions, a "perhaps", and an "apparently"
or two. Unfounded assumptions, mere
assertions, unproven allegations, "per
haps" and "apparently" do not prove that
the wicked will not be eternally punished
in hell. Neither do they prove that the
wicked will be annihilated and cease to
exist.

2. What passage (or passages) says
or teaches that the wicked will not be
resurrected in eternal bodies? Be specific.
Don't assume anything. Are you sure?



3. What kind of bodies must the

souls [which Conditionalists such as Jehovah's
Witnesses, 7'" Day Adventists, William Edward
Fudge, Curtis Dickinson, AI Maxey, William
Robert West, Dyrel Collins, etc. claim men (wick
ed or righteous) do not possess] of the wicked
have in order for them to be tormented

eternally? Or for them to be annihilated?
Or for them to be tormented at all? If you
have a body of any kind and there is no
"soul" (or "spirit "or "inward man") that is
responsible for his/her actions, how can
there be "punishment" of any kind given
to it? Is it possible to "punish" a dead
body?

4. Hailey stated that "nowhere did any
apostle describe the resurrected body of the wicked.
If the wicked are cast into Gehennalhell, body and
soul. the body in which the wicked died will have to
be raised for judgment and execution of
sentencing.••NOTE: Hailey did not prove his
assumptions. He merely asserted them. Is
he saying that the resurrected body of the
wicked is not described in the Scriptures?
It seems that he is, and since the wicked
died in a mortal body he will be raised in
a mortal body for judgment and execut
ion of sentencing. Does he really believe
that the physical, material, decaying,
mortal body in which the wicked died is
the body in which he will be raised and
punished?

FURTHER NOTE: If so, why would
those material, physical, mortal bodies
indwelt by a soul be cast into a lake of eternal,
unquenchable, fire burning with brimstone
where their worm dieth not and the fire is not
quenched? Why would the same bodies be
raised that died? QUESTION: Isn't it really left
up to God as to the kind of body the
resurrected wicked as well as the righteous
will have?

Hailey does not even consider the possi
bility that I Cor. 15:12-55 is discussing the
resurrection of the dead, 'both just and unjust.

5. Allen said: ••...There is no description in
the New Testament of the resurrected body of the
unsaved...••NOTE: He left no possibility of the
resurrection of the dead - of the just and un
just - being under consideration in 1 Cor.
15: 12-55.

Allen also said: "Furthermore. the unsaved
are said to reap corruption in the next life (Gal.
6:7-8) which is the opposite of the incorruption to
be received by the redeemed (1 Cor. 15:42). Appa
rently. their bodies are not the same."

NOTE: When Paul declared in Gal. 6:8
that" ••.He that soweth to his flesh shall of

the flesh reap corruption; but he that
soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap
life everlasting" it is obvious from the con
text that he was not discussing the resurrect
ion and the kind of bodies the righteous and

the wicked will have. The contrast in verse 8 is
not between corruptible resurrected bodies of
the wicked and incorruptible resurrected
bodies of the righteous. The contrast is
between a man sowing to his flesh and of the
flesh reaping corruption and a man sowing to
the Spirit and of the Spirit reaping everlasting
life. Mt. 10:28 refers to the body of the
wicked.

FURTHER NOTE: In physical death the
bodies of the wicked and righteous alike will
see corruption, decay, decomposition, etc. In
view of this fact, any corruption associated
with the physical bodies of the wicked (or
righteous) dead would obviously have no
effect on their resurrected bodies.

5. Fudge quoted Constable as saying: "The
u'!iust are not raised in incorruption; they are not
raised in immortality...For the bodies of the unjust
are raised only in their old mortality ...•• but
neither Constable nor Fudge gave a verse of
Scripture that says so.

6. Dickinson also claimed that "the body
of the resurrected sinner" is nowhere described
in the Bible. He made no allowance for the
possibility that I Cor. 15:12-55 could be de
scribing the resurrection of the dead - just and
unjust.

7. Neither the 7'" Day Adventists, Jehovah's
Fudge, Dickinson, Maxey nor West believe that
there is a soul (or spirit or inward man) that
can exist outside of the body of man. They
believe that death (what we know as physical
death) causes a person to cease to exist. Once

'death has occurred that person is non-exis
tent. He is a non-being. If that is so, then there
can be no resurrection of that person that
formerly existed. There is no need of a body
of any kind in which to be resurrected since
there is no being to resurrect.

8. There will be a resurrection of all

men (just and unjust)!
---Jesus taught it. He said: "Marvel not

at this: for the hour is coming, in the which
all that are in the graves shall hear his
voice, And shall come forth; they that have
done good, unto the resurrection of life;
and that that have done evil, unto the
resurrection of damnation." (John 5:28-29)

-Peter & John "preached through Je
sus the resurrection from the dead." (Acts
4:2 )

--Paul preached "that there shall be a
resurrection of the dead, both of the just
and unjust." (Acts 24:15, 21). Also see Acts
17: 18;23:6; 26:8; 2 Cor. 1:9; Heb. 11:35.

9. Read carefully 1 Cor. 15:12-55.

---Verse 21-22 says: "For since by man
came death, by man came also the
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam
all die, even so in Christ shall all be made
alive." NOTE: Adam brought death to aI/ and
Christ brought the resurrection to al/.
FURTHER NOTE: Without question these two



verses are discussing the death and resurrect
ion of a/I- whether righteous or wicked.

The nature of the resurrection is de
scribed in 1 Cor. 15:35-55. Consider these facts.

A. It is compared to the sowing of seed,
for example a grain of wheat. The body that is
sown is not "that body that shall be." NOTE:
If Hailey is correct this fact must be denied.

B. "God giveth it a body as it hath
pleased him, and to every seed his own
body."

C. "All flesh is not the same flesh"

and there are different kinds of bodies (ce
lestial and terrestrial) with different glories.

D. "SO also is the resurrection of the

dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised
in incorruption: It is sown in dishonour; it
is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it
is raised in power: It is sown a natural
body; it is raised a spiritual body •••••

E. "This mortal must put on
immortality ••••• NOTE: The present body (of
both the righteous and the wicked) is mortal. We

never read in the Scriptur.es of the soul (or

spiritor inwardman) being mortal Interesting,
isn't it? Especially in view of the fact that
many will repeatedly say that "the term
immortal is never used in scripture in connection
with soul or man's spirit" or its equivalent.

QUESTIONS: (I) Is it possible that the
discussion of the resurrection of the dead in I
Cor. 15:12-55 could include the wicked as well

as the righteous dead?

(2) Do you believe that the wicked dead

are now in existence? Are they now human
beings? Are the righteous dead now in
existence?

(3) Did they (wicked & righteous)
cease to exist at death? Ifnot, death does not
mean to annihilate or to cause one to cease to

exist, does it? If yes, neither the wicked nor
the righteous can be raised from the dead
since they do not exist, can they? If so, how?

(4) If death annihilates one and he no
longer exists, why would God raise a wicked
person who does not exist and annihilate him
so he would not exist?

(5) Is it possible for God to cast the
wicked 'into the lake of fire and
brimstone" where Satan was cast "and shall

be tormented day and night forever and
ever" in the physical, material body in which
the wicked died? Is that what you believe the
Scriptures teach? (See Rev. 20:10; Mt. 25:41)

ADDITIONALTHOUGHT:

Since the devil and his angels (without
physical, material bodies) will be tormented
in everlasting fire, it is certainly possible (if
God so desires) to cast the wicked into hell
along with them (even if they are raised in the
physical bodies in which they died or no bodies) so
they, too, will be tormented day and night for

ever and ever. (To be continued) CRS
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SENTENCE SERMONS
It is the shallow brook that babbles.

* * * * * *

A mule cannot pull a load while kicking; neither can you.
* * * * * *

You don't have to be much ofa musician to toot your own horn - but you shouldn't. (prov. 27:2)
* * * * * *

You can choose your sin, but you cannot choose the consequences of it.
* * * * * *

Jesus Christ is no security against storms, but He is perfect security in storms.

CHURCH OF CHRIST

4777 US Highway 431
Albertville, AL 35950

Second-class postage


