
THE INSTRUCTOR

"All Scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction,for instruction in righteousness. " (2 Timothy 3: 16)
Volume 44 MAY, 2007 Number 5

SAVED BY WORDS (Acts 11:14)

In Acts 11: 14 we read: Who shall
tell thee words, whereby thou and all
thy house shall be saved." In this
verse Peter was to tell Cornelius
words whereby he and his family
could be saved. Please note the fact
that Cornelius and his house could
be saved by words spoken by Peter.

WORD TO GO FORTH
It had been prophesied that in

the last days that "the mountain of
the Lord's house" would be esta
blished and "the word of the Lord"
would go forth from Jerusalem. (See
Isaiah2:1-4; Micah4:1-3; Also Lk. 24:47).

Men were to be drawn to Christ by
teaching according to John 6:44-45.

The Holy Spirit would come
upon the apostles and would bring
all things to their remembrance that
Jesus had said unto them and would
guide them into all truth. (See John
14:26; 16:13) .•

The apostles were sent by Jesus
to preach the words by which sin
ners could be saved. (See Mark 16: 15
16; Mt.28: 19-20; Luke24:49; Acts 1:8).

THE WORD OF GOD:
1. Is powerful! (Heb.4: 12). It is

God's power! (Rom.1:16).

2. Begets, purifies, sanctifies &
saves! (See James 1:18; 1 Cor. 4:15; 1
Peter 1:22-23; John 17: 17; James1:21).

3. Lasts forever! (Matthew24:35;
1 Peter1:12-23).

WORDS TO BE RECEIVED AND
OBEYED

1. The Word of God (the
gospel of Christ, the faith) must be
Heard! (SeeActs3:22-23; 2:22; 10:22).

2. The Word of God must be
Believed! (SeeActs 15:7; Heb.4:2).

3. The Word of God must be
Received! (See Acts 2:41; 1 Thess. 2:13
& James1:21; Acts8:14).

4. The Word of God must be
Obeyed! (SeeRom.6: 17-18; 6: 1-5; James
1:22; Mt.7:21; 2 Thess.1::7-9; Heb.5:8-9).

EXAMPLES
I. The Jews on Pentecost. (See

Acts2 :22-41 ).
2. The eunuch in Acts 8:26-39.

He heard Jesus preached. He be
lieved it and was baptized in water.

3. Saul of Tarsus heard the
word and submitted to the command
10 be baplized.(SeeActs9:1-6; 22:16).

4. The Samaritans. (Acts8:5-22)
5. The Corinthians in Acts 18:8.

6. Cornelius, etc. (SeeActs 10:1-
48; 11: 14-18).

7. The jailor at Philippi. (See
Acts 16:25-34).

Have you been saved by the
words that inspired men gave as
recorded in the Scriptures? If you
haven't been, you are still lost in
your sins! You should hear, believe,
receive & obey the words of our
Lord (See John 12:48). (CRS)
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Editorial ...
WHY WE SING AND DO
NOT PLAY IN WORSHIP

(No. 10)
We will now continue our

examination of some arguments
(made in an effort to justify playing
in the public 'worship assemblies in
the church) in light of God's truth.

ARGUMENTS MADE IN AN
EFFORT TO JUSTIFY MECHAN
ICAL INSTRUMENTS OF MUSIC
IN WORHIP.

ven by God through Moses to the
Israelites. We are living in the
Gospel Age. It is a dispensation
in which the Law of Christ, the
New Covenant (also spoken of as
the second) is in effect. It is the
New Testament. (See John 1:17;
Hebrews 7:12; 7:22; 8:6-7; 9:15-18;
Rom. 7:4-7; Gal. 3:23-25; Gal. 5:4; Col. .
2:14-17, etc.)

3. David "offered burnt of
ferings and peace offerings before
the Lord." (2 Samuel 6:17). Do we
have authority from the Lord to
offer burnt offerings and peace
offerings in worship in our as
semblies? Remember, David did.
Of course not! (Also see 2 Samuel
24:21-25; I Chronicles 21 :26-27).

4. David practiced polyga
my. He had a plurality of wives.
(See 2 Sam. 12:8-11; I Sam. 25 :40-43)

May we have a plurality of wives
and thus practice polygamy be
cause David did? Of course not!
It is obvious, isn't it?

5. It is obvious to those who
are truth-seeking discerning indi
viduals that the above argument
is false. Don't be deceived by it!

Argument 16-"Early Christ
ians worshipped in the temple
where mechanical instrumental
music was regularly used in wor
ship to God. There is no doubt that
those early Christians also used
mechanical instruments of music
in their public worship. We have
the right today to do likewise. " (See
Acts 2:46-47; 3:1; 5:19-21, etc.).

Reply:
1. It is certainly true that

some of the early Christians wor
shipped in the temple. However,
it an assumption pure and simple
that they used mechanical instru
ments of music in their worship.

Acts 2:46-47 says: "And they,
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Art!ument 15- "David (a man
after God's own heart) used me
chanical instruments of music in
praise to God. Therefore it is ac
ceptablefor us to do likewise. " ,

Reply:
1. It is certainly true that Da

vid praised the Lord on stringed
instruments. However, it does
not follow that we have the right
to do like David.

2. David lived under a diffe
rent dispensation of time than we
do. He lived under the "first co
venant" It is also spoken of as the
"old covenant" It was the law gi-



continuing daily with one accord
in the temple ... " NOTE: Not one
word is said about their playing
mechanical instruments of music
in worship to God.

Acts 3:1 says: "Now Peter and
John went up together unto the
temple at the hour of prayer,
being the ninth hour." NOTE: Not
one word is said about playing
instrumental music in worship.

Acts 5:19-21 says: "But the
angel of the Lord by night opened
the prison doors, and brought
them (the apostles - Ed.) forth,
and said, Go, stand and speak in
the temple to the people all the
words of this life. And when they
heard that they entered into the
temple early in the morning, and
taught. But the high priest came,
and they that were with him, and
called the council together, and all
the senate of the children of Is
rael, and sent to the prison to
have them brought." NOTE: Not
one word is said about the
Christians playing mechanical
instruments of music in worship.

2. If we have the right to as
sume that the early Christians
played mechanical instruments
of music because they went into
the temple to worship, on the
same basis we would have the
right to assume that the early
Christians offered burnt offerings
and sacrifices because the Israe
lites offered· such in the temple.
We could likewise assume that
early Christians burnt incense in
worship unto God. If one, then
why not all? We must not as
sume beyond what the text says.

NOTE: There are "tons" of
doubt that the early Christians
used mechanical instruments of
music in their worship "in the
temple."

Al1!:ument 17-"]n Luke 15:11
32 in the story of the prodigal Jesus
indicated that instrumental music
would be used in church worship. "

Replv:
1. Please read Luke 15:11-32

very carefully and honestly and
observe that Jesus did not ex
plain the meaning of this pas
sage to justify the use of me
chanical instrumental music in
the worship of the church. There
is no way that we can prove that
it teaches that the use of mecha
nical instruments of music in the
public assembly of the church. It
would be an assumption - pure
and simple.

2. Jesus spake these parables··
in Luke 15:3-32 to show the value
of a lost sheep to a shepherd, a
lost silver coin to a woman and a
lost son to a father and the joy
that comes when they are found.
NOTE: Jesus said (after the lost
sheep was found): "I say unto you,
that likewise joy shall be in
heaven over one sinner that
repenteth, more than over ninety
and nine just persons, which need
no repentance." (Luke 15:7). After
the lost coin was found, Jesus
said: "Likewise, 1 say unto you
there is joy in the presence of the
angels of God over one sinner that
repenteth." (Luke15: 10).

3. Verse25 says: "Now his eI
der son was in the field: and as he
came nigh to the house, he heard
musick and dancing." OBSER
VATION: If the music was instru
mental music directed to God in
worship by the church, what is
the "dancing?" If the musick
means "musick" then we would
have to assume that "dancing"
means "dancing". QUESTION:

Would this passage justify



in the 0 ld Testament that pro
phesied that it would be good to
use instrumental music in wor
ship in the New Testament
Church?

3. It was once a good thing
to burn incense and to offer
animal sacrifices in Jewish wor
ship, but it is not good to do it
today. Can you see that?

4. All creatures are good (l
Tim.4:4), even snakes and frogs.
What passage would give us
authority to use snakes and frogs
in worship to God or instru
mental music? Not one! It would
be an addition to what God's
Word says. It says "sing". It does
not say "play" which is another
kind of music or handle snakes &

frogs in worship assemblies
which are unauthorized acts.
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SENTENCE SERMONSSelf-control requires a lot of determination and strength.

*
****

You are wasting a part of your life if you are attempting to display qualities you do not have.
*

****

" ... By the sadness ofthe countenance the heart is made better." (Ecclesiastes 7:3)
*

****

Money is a good servant but a bad master.

Christians "dancing" in the as
sembly as worship unto God? If
not, why not? If it justifies one,
why not the other? Logically, it
will.

An!ument 18- "Psalms 92:1-5
teaches that music is a good thing.
It says: 'It is a good thing to give
thanks unto the Lord, and to sing
praises unto thy name, 0 most
High: To show forth thy loving
kindness in the morning, and thy
faithfulness every night, Upon an
instrument of ten strings, and
upon the psaltery; upon the harp
with a solemn sound ... ' Since it is
a good thing we may play mecha
nical instruments of music in our
public worship assemblies. "

Replv:
1. Of course it was a good

thing to praise the most High up
on mechanical instruments under
he Old Covenant under which
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