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"Debates do more harm than good."

That's what we hear on every hand.
People out of the church say it. People
in the church say it. But is it true? Wen,
yes in a certain sense it is.

Debates DO HARM to false teach

ing. A false doctrine may thrive and
grow alone but under the glaring light
of truth it will wither away. No wonder
false teachers soon decide that they
don't believe in debating. Their doc
trine can't take it.

Debates DO HARM to indifferent,
compromising church members. De
bates make them feel uncomfortable

with their relatives, friends and neigh
bors who are in error. They must either
stand up for truth or sink further back
into spiritual stupor. No wonder weak
unconverted church members are al

ways the first to oppose debating.

Debates DO HARM to lazy preach
ers. If a man knows that he must be

ready to defend what he preaches on
the polemic platform, then he will stu
dy more to make sure he is right. The

preacher ,who has never prepared for a
public debate doesn't know what real
study is. I can easily see why many

preachers say that debates do harm.
They are afraid someone will challenge

them, and they are not willing to ac
cept.

Debates DO HARM to one's popu

larity. The quickest way to become un
popular with the masses (even with
many in the church) is to debate. It is
not popular anymore to have convic
tions and stand up for them.

Some may say, "But I do know of
debates that have done harm. Why,

some of the people got mad. and the

debaters got mad too. They attacked
each other rather than the issue." This,

my friend, is not debating, at least, not
honorable debating. "Well, since some
are like this, I don't think any debate

is good." Some sermons are bad. The
preacher gets mad, and some of those
who hear get angry also. Should we do
away with sermons because of that?
Those who debated Stephen became so

angry that they stoned him to death.
(Acts 7), but this did not stop other. dis
ciples from preaching and debating.

Debates DO GOOD. Down through
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Editorial ...

"The Doctrine of Christ"
Many people say that DOCTRINE

is not important; that one doctrine is
as good as another. They insist that
"doctrine" will not save us; hence, it
doesn't matter as to what "doctrine" we

believe. They insist that we should
preach Christ and leave off "doctrine."
Of course, these views cannot be estab

lished by the Scripture.

The word "DOCTRINE" simply
means "TEACHING". The "DOCTRINE

OF CHRIST" is the teaching of Christ.
If "doctrine" is not important, then it
makes no difference as to what we

teach. May we logically conclude from
the Scripture that "doctrine" doesn't
matter?

FALSE DOCTRINE

In Matthew 7:15 Jesus warns us to

"beware of false prophets" which come

in sheep's clothing, but are inwardly ra
vening wolves. John admonishes us to

"try the spirits whether they be of God:
because many false prophets are gone
out into the world." (1 John 4:1>' The

Hebrew writer says "Be not carried a
bout with divers and strange doctrines."

(Heb. 13:9), The apostle Paul suggests

that we should not be "tossed to and
fro, and carried about with every wind
of doctrine" in Eph. 4:14. He also refers
to "doctrines of devils" in 1 Tim. 4:1.
During his personal ministry on earth,
Jesus bade his disciples to beware of
"the doctrine of the Pharisees and of
the Sadducees." (See Matt. 16:12).

SOUND DOCTRINE

In Titus 2:1 Paul said: "But speak
thou the things which become sound
doctrine." In 1 Tim. 1 he refers to some
things that are "contrary to sound doc
trine." We learn from Titus 1:9 that a
bishop is to "be able by SOUND DOC
TRINE both to exhort and to convince
the gainsayers." The apostle further
tells us in 2Tim. 4: 3 that the time
would come "when they will not endure
sound doctrine." We should "hold fast
the form of sound words." (See 2 Tim.
1:3), In doctrine we should show "un
corruptness." (See Titus 2:7), The lives
of all should be such "that they may
adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour
in all things." (See Titus 2:10),

WHOSOEVER TRANSGRESSETH

We should take heed unto ourselves
and unto the doctrine. If we teach for
doctrine the commandments of men,
our worship will be in vain. (See Matt.
15:9), In 2 John 9 we read: "Whosoever
transgresseth, and abideth not in THE
DOCTRINE OF CHRIST, hath not God.
He that abideth in the doctrine of
Christ, he hath both the Father and the
Son." Since the word TRANSGRESS
means "TO GO BEYOND", if we go
beyond the teaching of Christ, we do
not have God! In order to have the Fa
ther and the Son we must ABIDE IN
THE DOCTRINE or TEACHING OF
CHRIST!

EXAMINE YOURSELF

Are you abiding in the teaching of
Christ? Or have you gone beyond it?
Did you accept what Christ teaches re
lative to how to be saved? Consider
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WHAT MAKES A

PATTERN IN

(HRISTIANITY!

The sum total of what God has said
about anything becomes the pattern for
it. Examine the following statements.
Are they true or false?

1. All that God has said about the
plan of salvation is a pattern for salva
tion to every person.

2. All that God has said about the
New Testament Church is a pattern by
which it is identified.

3. All that God has said about be
coming a member of the Lord's church
is a pattern for everyone.

4. All that God has said about the
acts of worship is a pattern.

5. All that God has said about the
day to observe the Lord's Supper is a
pattern for Christians.

6. All that God has said about the
church and the support of preaching is
a pattern to observe.

7. All that God has said about the
church and helping the needy is a pat
tern for Christians today

8. All that God has said about fol
lowing Christ in Spirit, etc., is a pattern
for us.

I count it safe to follow the informa
tien we have in the Bible. I commend
what it says to everyone. James said,
"For whosoever shall keep the whole
law and. yet offend in one point, he is
guilty of all." (James 2:10).

-B. G. Hope

SOLOMON SAID: ''Remove not the an

cient landmark, which thy fathers have
set." (Proverbs 22:28>'

(Continued from page 1)

DEBATES DO HARM

the years many have been turned from
darkness to light. from error to truth,
through debates. False teachers know
this - even those in the church. That
is why it is almost impossible to get
them to debate.

Truth has no fear of open, fair ex
amination. It will shine forth more
brightly under the searching light of
honorable controversy. Those who love
truth and seek after it, welcome discm
sion-either private or public-of what
they believe. If there is any error, any
inconsistency, in what they believe,
teach and practice, they want to know
it. Debates will bring it to the surface.
Every honest person will skin off the
error and cleave to the pure truth.

-Jimmy Thomas

(Continued from page 2)

"THE DOCTRINE OF CHRIST"

Mark 16:15-16; Rom. 10:9-10; Acts 2:38;
Gal. 3:26-27. Or do you think you were
saved by "faith only" or by "praying
through?" In your acts of worship, do
you ABIDE in the teaching of Christ Or
do you add to it or substitute for it?
Consider John 4:24; Acts 2:42; 20:7; 1
Cor. 16:1-2 and Col. 3:16. Do you accept
the teaching of Christ relative to the
one church? (See Matt. 16:18; Eph. 4:4-6;
Acts 2:47; 20:28; Col. 1:18 and 1 Cor. '12:
20).

Do you accept and ABIDE in the
doctrine of Christ relative to how you
should live? (Consider Luke 9:23; 14:
25-33; Romans 12:1-2; James 1:27; and
Matt. 6:33), If after a careful examina
tion of self you learn that you do not
have God, why not resolve in your
heart to ABIDE in Christ's teaching in
all things as you learn them that you
may truly have fellowship with the
Father and his Son Jesus Christ!
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A HYPOCRITE,
A hypocrite is neither what he

seems nor does he seem what he is. He
is condemned by the world for seeming
a Christian and by the Lord for being
one. On earth he is outwardly the pic
ture of a saint-a wolf in sheep's cloth
ing but in eternity, sripped of his ill
appropriated apparel, he will appear at
the judgment in his true colors and in
his hideous deformity. "Neither is there
any creature that is not manifest in his
sight: but all things are naked and
opened unto the eyes of him with whom
we have to do." (Heb. 4:13).

-Taken from
20th CENTURY CHRISTIAN

SOLOMON SAID: "A talebearer re
vealeth secrets: but he that is of a
faithful spirit concealeth the matter."
(Proverbs 11:13),

WHAT WOULD YOU DO!
For many years a merchant con

scientiously used a measure which did
not hold. what the government standard
required. He was honest and had no in
tention of defrauding those who pur
chased from him. He took the word of
the man who sold him the measure and
never thought of having it tested. Whe'n
the merchant passed on, his son's at
tention was called to the fact that his fa
ther had unknowingly failed to give full
measure to his customers. Could the
son be honest and continue to use the
measure?

Are your religious practices in har
mony with the Bible which is our stand
ard? When you study the Bible and
find that some practice of your loved
ones did not come up to the standard,
would you be honest if you continue as
they did? The Word of God declares,
"To him therefore that knoweth to do
good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin."
(James 4:17l.
-Via The Arlington Searchlight

Sentence Sermons
Courage does not consist in the absence of fear, but in the faithful performance of duty
in spite of it.

"Big shots" are merely "small shots" who keep on shooting.

The less one requires looking after, the more valuable is his effort.

The best way to enjoy regular dividends in friendship is to invest in courtesy.

This generation is trying to drink its way to health, spends its way to wealth, fight its
way to peace. and enjoy its way to heaven-but it can't be done!
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