
THE INSTRUCTOR

"All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness." 2 Timothy 3: 16
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AN EXPLANATION OF THE CHURCH Of CHRIST

It is not a stylish or proud church.
You will find it is very simple. It does
not propose to feed vanity with a dis
play of vain things. Its aim is not to
amuse or entertain those who attend its
services. It exists in your community
as a simply body of Christians pointing
all who look its way to Jesus Christ as
God's Son, the hope of the world. Its
doors are open to those who from the
quiet depths of their hearts would reach
out to God in simple worship and obedi
ent living.

You may be surprised to find that
there isn't much ready-made for you in
this church. There is no ready-made
creed such as you find in many places.
You take the Bible and make it your
guide as you believe everything it teach
es. There are no ready-made prayers.
Every Christian voices his own earnest
longing for the presence of God and for
His sustenance alnd guidance. There is
no ready-made order of worship. Each
church of our Lord arranges its own or
der in harmony with the items of worship
described in the New Testament. There
is no ready-made music. Everyone makes
his own music alS the early Christians
did. (Eph. 5:19).

You may be surprised to find that
this church is a free church under Christ
as its only head. It has no organic con
nection with any other congregation, but

is bound by a unity of faith with all those
everywhere who "speak where the Bible
speaks and are silent where the Bible
is silent."

In this church every Christian is a
priest. There is no distinction between
the "clergy" and "laity." We believe
that all Christians are called "to be sain
ts." Their gifts and functions may differ,
but their status before the Lord is the
same. Jesus Christ is our High Priest.

This church is the outward manifes
tation of the deep conviction in many
hearts that simple apostolic Christianity
can be produced today by the same liv
ing Word which produced it in the first
century. We do not claim perfection as
human beings. We were aU sinners who
were saved by the grace of God upon
our trusting obedience to the gospel. We
seek to humbly serve Jesus and to urge
all others to do so. Our aim is to glorify
God by exalting Christ in our lives and
teaching. Truly, to be a free Christian,
without dictation from man, is a glorious
privilege.

-Eugene Britnell
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Editorial ...

IN DEFENSE OF
THE TRUTH

(NO. 10)

In an effort to justify churches that
contribute to human organizations such
as CHILDHAVEN, INC., BOLES ORPH
AN HOME and CHRISTIAN HOME &
BI'BLE SCHOOL, R. W. Gray and others
have contended that civil law requires
a church to form a separate organization
in order for the church to relieve those
for whom it is responsible. In the N.H.
Bulletin (Vol. 3, No. 25, dated 2-18-70)the
editor stl10ngly implied that state laws
require the incorporation of churches and
the setting up of separate organizations
in order for churches to do their work
of relief. In his exchange with Frank
Jamerson, editor Gray contended ~hat
"the state requires a Board of Directors
(a legal entity-apart from the church)
if a home is to be operated. The state
(and esp. banks) require that Trustees
hold the church proper,ties." (Gray-Jam
erson Exchange, Gray's 4th Reply, P. 9).
This alleged "fact" did not originate with
editor Gray. In 1957 in his debate with
Roy E. Cogdill in Birmingham, Guy N.
Woods made the same argument. (See
Woods-Cogdill Debate, P. 54). Also in 1957
Gus Nichols printed a tract in which he
said: "The orphan home is not wrong
just because it is incorporated, as re
quired by the laws of Alabama." (N.T.

PRINCIPLES OF CARING FOR THE
NEEDY, P. 14). Others have made the
same argument, but NONE of them have
PROVEN their assertion! It would have
been a simple thing for them to have cit
ed State statute IF they could have found
one. I demand the proof that the law re
quires a church to form another organi
zation or to incorporate in order to do
its relief work! Either the proof should
be presented or an apology should be
made!

WHY DID THEY MAKE THE
ARGUMENT?

If editor Gray and the others men
tioned could have given Scriptural author
ity for churches building or contributing
to human societies, there would have
been no need for their allegation. Obvi
ously NO divine authority could be given,
and since they desperately need argu
ments of some kind, they resort to mak
ing unproven allegations! They assume
that state laws require churches to set
up such benevolent societies as BOLES
ORPHAN HOME & CHILDHAVEN, INC.
and they assert it, but they have NOT
proven it! Doesn't H seem rather strange
that neither one of these "informed" men
has cited the statute that requires it?

SUPPOSE STATE LAW DOES

Suppose the state requires the church
to charter another institution and incor
porate it in order to care for the needy,
would that be DIVINE AUTHORITY for
such? If state law required churches to
use mechanical instrumental music in
worship, should churches comply? Sup
pose the state required the church to
charter a separate organization and in
corporate it in order to do its work of
evangelism, would this give churches the
right to do so? God has specified the
CHURCH as the organization that is the
pillar and ground of the truth. (1 Tim.
3:15). Therefore the CHURCH is to pre
ach the gospel. This excludes all human
organizations from doing the work of
the CHURCH in evangelism! The same is
tme in the field of relief. God has speci
fied the CHURCH as the organization to
relieve widows indeed. (1 Tim. 5:16).
Thus the CHURCH is to relieve. This ex
cludes all human organizations from do
ing the work of the OHURCH in relief?

(Continued on page 3)
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IN DEFENSE OF THE TRUTH (NO. 10)
When God specifies the CHURCH, other
organizations are excluded. l1he CHURCH
is the organization that provides the
"HOW" whether it is in the field of evan
gelism or relief.

DID HE REALLY MEAN IT?

In speaking of "trustees" of benovo
lent societies which are "legal-separate
-entities", editor Gray said: "We would
n't have them if not required by law. Or
phan Home brethren tell me they would
dispense with their BOARD if it was per
mitted by law." (Gray-Jamerson Ex
change, Gray's 5th Reply, P. 4). In view
of the above statements, I sincerely chal
lenge editor Gray to either (1) Prove
that state law requires the churches to
charter separate institutions in order to
do their relief work, and then prove from
God's Word that suc<h is Scriptural, or
(2) Urge his "Orphan Home brethren" to
"dispense with their BOARD." I believe
that HONESTY and INTEGRITY demand
that he do one or the other!

HIS ARGUMENT PROVES TOO MUCH

In an attempt to justify ohurches
building and ma1ntaining benevolent so
cieties such as CHILDHAVEN, INC. edi
tor Gray said: "Inasmuch as there is
nothing inherently wmng in incorpora
tion or in the formation of a board of
directors, board of trustees, etc., the
boards which are a part of the orphan
home is m keeping with the principles
taught in 1 Pet. 2:13-14 and not a viola
tion of Acts 5:29." (Vol 3, No. 25, dated
2-18-70). Let us analyze his "argument."
Please consider these points.

1. He ASSUMED there is nothing in
herently wrong in the formaUon of hu
man boards for the purpose of oversee
ing the work of the churoh, but HE
GAVE NO PROOF. Peter says that eld
ers are to "feed" and take the "over
sight" of the flock of God among them.
Obviously this would include the work of
the church whether in evangelism, edifi
cation or relief.

2. He ASSERTED that the board is a
part of the orphan <home itself, but HE
GAVE NO PROOF. Please consider the
fact that the board is a human institution
or .society set up before (and in some

cases several years before) a home is
built. The SHULTS-LEWIS CHILDREN'S
HOME & SCHOOL of Valparaiso, Ind.
(Le. the Board of Directors) was incor
porated April 22, 1948,but it did not com
plete the home (building) until March 1,
1956. The benevolent society (Board of
D;rectors) existed eight years before
there was a home involved. CHILDHAV
EN (Le. the Board of Trustees) existed
over one year hefore it purchased the
orphan home in Cullman from the ODD
FELLOWS.

3. He ASSUMED that the formation
of these boards (which are self-governing
entities) is in harmony with the principles
taught in 1 Pet. 2:13-14 and Acts 5:29, but
HE DOESN'T PROVE IT. He merely as
serts it. 1 Pet. 2: 13-14teaches us to sub
mit to every ordinance of man. The edi
tor does not have a point at all unless
he proves that civil law requires the for
mation of these separate organizations
by the ohurch in order for the church to
do her work. Acts 5:29 says "we ought to
obey God rather than man." In view of
this, even IF civil law required the church
to set up separate organizations in or
der to relieve the needy, it would not be
right unless it is authorized in the Scrip
tures. The editor has NOT shown Scrip
tural authority for such!

4. The editor's logic (?) would justi
fy the church forming a human society
to do its work of evangelism.

ARE THEY PARALLEL?

An attempt to parallel the trustees
who hold in trust property owned by a
church and the "Board of Directors"
(which constitute a Benevolent Society)
to which funds are contributed in the
field of relief is often made in an effort to
justify the latter. Does this argument
have any merit to it? Are they really
parallel? Does the former justify the lat
ter? Let us consider the following points.

(1) The "Board of Directors" (Le.
the Benevolent Society) is a self-govern
ing organization, a body politic and cor
porate, but trustees of a local church are
not!

(2) The "Board of Directors" has
complete oontrol over all fmances and

(Continued on page 4)
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IN DEFENSE OF THE TRUTH (NO. 10)
physical property of the Society, but
trustees of a Jocal church have NO con
trol over the finances or the physical pro
pertyof the church!

(3) The "Board of Directors" has
complete control and oversight of all the
work done by tJheSociety, but trustees of
a local church have NO control or over
sight of any of the work of the church! A
person is hard-pressed indeed who will
try to justify churches contributing to
HUMAN BENEVOLENT SOCIETIES
SUCH AS CHILDHAVEN, INC. BY AT
TEMPTING TO PARALLEL THE TRUS
TEES OF A LOCAL CHURCH WITH AN
AUTONOMOUS BODY THAT IS CHA
RACTERISTIC OF A BENEVOLENT SO
CIETY.

It is NO surprise to us that the "eld
ers of the North Broad Church" will not
allow editor Gray to defend their doctrine
and practices. It may be tJhat they realize
how "weak" their position really is. It
is lamentable.

(CRS)

A Voice from the Past
WHAT IS THE POWER?

When the church has to resort
to ball games, feasts, and picnics
to keep up interest in the work, it
seems that the gospel has about lost
its power there. Could you imagine
Paul at Ephesus as a located prea
cher having ball games, banquets,
and other worldly affairs to keep
the men, women, and young people 
interested in the church? I fear
that some are borrowing so much
from the denominations that they
wiIl be a long time in paying back.
Now, as the gospel is the power of
God unto salvation, all these things
may be a power for something, but
not for salvation nor to God. If the
gospel will not hold people for the
Lord, then nothing else will. (Ro
mans 1:16).

-H. M. Phillips in The Gospel
Advocate, June 30, 1935
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Sentence Sermons
When a dishonest man makes a mista:ke, he tries to cover it up, but when an honest
man makes one, he corrects it.

Truth and error have one thing in common-they are directly and diametrically oppos
ed to each other, and no power in earth, heaven, or hell can harmonize them.

He who carries a tale makes a monkey of himself, and sometimes others.

"The humblest citizen of the land, when clad intJhe armour of a righteous cause, is
stronger than all the hosts of error." --William Jennings Bryan

Some people do not fight the Devil, because they never feud with their kinfolks.
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