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ARE YOU SANCTIFIEDt

Much oonfusion exists in the religious
world concerning sanctification. What
does the Bible teach on this 'subject?

Question: Are Christians sanctified?

Answer: The first Corinthian letter is
addressed, "Unto the church of God
which Is at Corinth, to them that are
sanctified in Christ Jesus." (1 Cor. 1:2).
After naming several kinds of sinners
the apostle says, "And 'such were some
of you: but ye are washed, but ye are
sanctified ... " (1 Cor. 6:11). In several
other places Christians are referred to
as being sanctified.

Question: What does "sanctify" mean?

Answer: Mr. Thayer in his Greek-Eng
lish Lexicon says that the word translat
ed "sanctify" means, "to purify intern
ally by reformation of soul." Adam
Clarke says it means, "separated from
the corruption of their place and age."
Webster's Collegiate Dictionary says in
part: "'~o set apart to sacred office or
to religious use or observance; to hal
low."

Question: How are people sanctified?

Answer: "Sanctify them through thy
truth: thy word is truth." (John 17:17).
This statement made by Jesus to God
indicates that all sanctification Is ob
tained through the Word of God, the

Bible. When people do what God com
mands they are sanctified.

Repentance, one of the things neces
sary to becoming a Christian, is a
change of will that results in a change of
life. (Acts 26:20).

Baptism, another thing that is neces
sary to beooming a Christian, is "for the
remission of sins." (Acts 2:38). When
one is baptized he is freed from the
guilt of sin. "And now why tarries1
thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash
away thy sins, calling on the name of
the Lord." (Acts 22:16).

When one becomes a Christian he is
cleansed from sin. By obedience to God
he changes his life, thus separating him
self from the corruptions around him.
"Therefore we are buried with him by
baptism into death: that like as Christ
was raised UP from the dead by the glo
ry of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life." (Rom. 6:4).

Therefore the Christian is set apart or
sanctified unto the service of God by
obedience to God's commands found in
the Bible.

Question: Can a sanctified person sin?

(Continued on page 3)
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Editorial ....

The Wiles Of The
Devil
(NO.7)

In an effort to destroy our spirituality,
the Devil uses his WILES and hurls his
DARTS at us. We must be v:gilent and
actively oppose Satan and h:s schemes.
He is indeed our adversary and he "spe
lcializes" in "deceits." We must not
"give place" ,to him.

Our previous studies on this subject
have shown that WORLDLY WISDOM,
THE LOVE OF MONEY, FALSE DOC
TRINES, LYING, FLATTERY, IGNOR
ANCE, HYPOCRISY, PRIDE and MUR
MURING are "wiles" which are fre
quently used by the Devil in his attempts
to destroy us. Let us now c.ons:der some
more "wiles of the Devil."

1. EVIL SURMISINGS. In I Timothy
6:4 the apostle Paul mentions "evil sur·,
misings" along with other sins such as
"envy, strife and railings." WEBSTER
says the word "surmise" (verb) means
"to imagine or infer on slight grounds."
A "surmise" (noun) is "a thought or
idea based on scanty evidence" accord
ing to WEBSTER. The words "conjec··
ture" and "guess" are synonyms of
"surmise." The idea of "suspicion" and
"insinuation" seems to be involved also.
In fact the NEW AMERICAN STAND
ARD VERSION says "evil suspicions"
and MOFFATT'S translation says "in-

sinuations." The "surmisings" Le., ima
ginations, suppositions, conjectures,
guesses, suspic:ons, or ,nsinua!ions ,that
are under consideration in 1 Timothy b:
4 are aU those that are EVIL! These are
the ones that the Devil uses to decelve
us and hinder the work of the Lord.

Contextually, we see that Satan uses
those who are proud, Le., those who are
conceited and bEnded with pride who
have a morbid interest in controversial
questions and disputes about words to
arouse such sins as envy, strife, ralLngs
and EVIL SURMISINGS. Such a person
not only engages in "evil suspicions"
himself, but by his attitude and acton,;
he encourages others to do likewise.
Souls are endangered, saints are deeply
concerned, but Satan is happy. He a
rouses "evil suspicions" without suffi
cient evidence to justify such. Insinu
ations, when believed, can cause one to
lose confidence :n another, and can de
stroy the happiness whic.h exists in a
family and can disturb the peace and
harmany that exists in a congregafon.

Satan is constantly striving to hinder
the Lord's work. "EVIL SURMISINGS"
are used by him in an attempt to des
troy the love and harmony which exist
among the people of God. Let us not be
seduced by th:s "WILE OF THE DE
VIL." Let us remember that Jesus said:
"Judge not according to the APPEAR
ANCE, but judge righteous udgment."
(See John 7:24).

2. BACKBITING. In Romans 1:30 the
apostle Paul mentions "backbiters" and
in 2 Cor. 12:20 he lists the sin of "back
biting." The word translated "backbit··
ing" is defined by TH'AYER (page 332)
as "defamation, evil speaking." It in
volves the idea of "speaking a,gainst"
another for the purpose of harming or
damaging his reputation. The idea of
"slander" may enter into "backbiting."
Obviously, the Devil delights in the
"backbiter" and encourages his "evil
speaking." The "backbiter" may try to
build himself up in the eyes of others by
tearing down the good .reputat:on of
another. He does not have sufficient
courage to openly bring his charges and
produce the evidence that proves he is
speaking the truth. He takes cover by
going behind the backs ·of those of whom

(Continued on page 3)



(Continued from page 1)
ARE YOU SANCTIFIED?

Answer: It has been observed that the
Christians at Corinth were calied sanc
titiea veople. In chapters 1 and 3 they
are rebuked for having divislOllS among
them. In chapter 5 they are rebuked for
,their sins which led to lawsuits in the
civil courts. In chapter 11 they are re
buked for making a gluttonous feast of
the Lord's Supper. Yet with all these
sins, some of which involved the whole
ohurch, the apostle calls them sancti
fied peaple.

From these abservatians we can clear
ly see that sanctified peaple can and do
sin, but that God severely condemns
such actions.

Question: Then why daes John say,
"Whosoever is born of God doth not com
mit sin; for his seed remaineth in him:
and he cannot sin, because he is born of
God?" (1 Jahn 3:9).

Answer: The above passages refer to
habitual sin. The verb is present tense,
active voice. The Christian cannot can
tinue ta commit sin as he did bef.ore be
ing converted. He must change his ha
bits.

Question: Are you sure that Jahn was
referring to habitual sin in theahove
passage?

Answer: Yes, the original Greek text
of thi,s passage is even clearer than the
English translation. But as naticed in the
last questions the verbs "commit" and
"sin" are present tense and active voice.
It is clear that present, continuous ac
tion is here expressed.

Some other statements by this same
writer in this same book give further
proof of the abave statement!!.

"My little children, these things write
I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any
man sin, we have an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And
he is the propitiation for our sins: and
not for 'Ours only, but also for the sins 'Of
the whole world." (I John 2:1-2).

If it were impossible for a Christian, a
sanctified person, to cammit a single s'n
why did J,ohn say "if any man sin?"
Surely these 'statements da nat contra
dict the statement in 3:9 of he same
book!

Again, "If we say we have no sin, we

(Continued in right column)

(Continued from left column)

deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
in us." "If we say we have not s.nned,
we make him a liar, and his ward is nat
in us." (1 John 1:8, 10).

From these observations we can clear
ly see that 1 Jahn 3:9 refers to habitual
sin. A Christian cannat make a habit of
sinning even 'Onekind of sin and remain
a faithful follower of Christ.
-Elam B. Kuykendall in Gospel Digest

AN OVERSIGHT an my part was re
sponsible for the authar's name being
'Omitted at the clase 'Ofthe article en
titled: TYPES OF DISOBEDIENCE
which appeared in the last issue 'Of
THE INSTRUCTOR. I do nat recall
who the author was and I have been
unable t·o locate the saurce 'Ofthe ar
,ticle. Please accept my apology far
this 'Oversight. (Editor).

(Continued from page 2)

THE WILES OF THE DEVIL

he is speaking evil. If his hand is called
and proof 'Ofhis charges and vicious in
sinuations is demanded, the "backbiter"
will often say, "Oh, yau misunderstoad
me. That isn't what I meant." Or he
may say, "Just drop the whole matter. I
didn't mean to cause any trouble."

Soloman said: "The north wind driv··
eth away rain: so doth an angry coun
tenance A BACKBITING TONGUE."
(prov. 25:23). A "backbiter" cannot con
tinue his "evil speaking" unless someone
is willing ta listen to him. An angry
countenance driveth away a backbiting
tongue! The "backbiter" soon learns
where and ta wham he can "peddle his
garbage." He avoids those who refuse
ta give him a "listening ear." Satan en
courages both the evil speaker and the
listeners.

Ephesians 4:31 says: "Let all bitter
ness, .... and EVIL SPEAKING, be
put away from you, 0 0 0 0" James 4:11
says: "Speak not EVIL one of another,
brethren • 0 0 0" (See also 1 Pet. 2: 1 and
Gal. 5:15). Let us beware of "BACK
BITING" lest Satan should get an ad
vantage 'Ofus! (CRS)
(To be cantinued)



TRUTH'S

NARROW DOOR

Jesus said, "Strive to enter in by the
narrow door." (Luke 13:24, RV). Truth
is always narrow. This is true of all
truth. Two plus two equals four. Of all
the answers that might be given as the
sum of two plus two, only one is right.
A person who accepts the correct ans
wer is necessarily "narrow-minded" 
just as narrow in mind as the truth. Re
ligious truth is also narrow. Whatever
Christ teaches is truth and howeyer
"broad-minded" one might be, it will not
change that fact. One's m:nd should be
only broad enough to acc8pt whatever
is true and it should be narrow enough
to exrlude whatever is not truth. When
two things condradict, one or both are
false. Truth does not contradict itself.
The man who tries to accept all teach
ing in religion as "all right" if sincerely
believed, would be a fool if he so acted in
any other realm. Why does relig'on
make it different?

-Earl Kimbrough in
Stevens Avenue Sower

Sentence

A Word Regarding

"Forsaking" Heb.10:25
Some contend that "forsaking the as

sembling together" in Hebrews 10:24-26
means to "permanently abandon." But
after carefully checking Vine's Word
Study, Green's Greek Lexicon, Thayer's
Greek-Engl'sh Lexicon, and also other
reliable Bible scholars, I have concluded
that "forsaking" (egkatalepo-Greek)
does not within itself denote time lOrdur
ation. For example, Christ was "forsak
en by the Father on the cross, (Matt, 27:
46; Mark 15:34), but HE was not "per
manently abandoned" by Him! It seems
to me that to wilfully miss ANY service
of the Lord, is to FORSAKE that parti
cular service. Attitude of heart is the
thing,

-Guthrie Dean

THE HILL-SUTION DEBATE
We are still anxiously waiting for the
Hobbs Street brethren in Athens and
Albert Hill to honor their agreement
to engage in a series of debate rela
tive to their practices.

Sermons
If so many people were not so glad to carry it, gossip wouldn't travel :sofast.

It takes a mother twenty-one years to make a man lOutof her boy, but another woman
may make a fool out of him in less than twenty minutes.

No man has ever hurt his eyesight by looking on the bright side of life.

Jumping to conclusions is not half as good exercise as digging for facts.

It is not enough to love flowers; you must hate weeds.

Christians are like tea - their full strength is not drawn out until they get into
liot water.
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