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THE SOCIAL GOSPEL, CURRENT TRENDS
The writer knows what underlies the

trend to put the church into the busi
ness of recreation. Social workers have
determined that one factor contributing
to juvenile delinquency is that young
people have too much time on their
hands. Before the Industrial Revolution
and the concentration of population in
urban areas, young people were kept
busy on the farm and learned to enjoy
family activities. Now they have an
abundance of time on their hands, too
much freedom from parental control,
easy contact with other young people
with the same problems, and so gangs
of young hoodlums roam the streets.
But society says that they are not to
blame for their crimes; adult society is
to be blamed. We have restricted them
from working until they are sixteen
years of a.ge; we have given them money
dnd time. But young people need activity
and will be active, and if they do not
receive proner recreational opportuni
ties, they will act wrongly. So society,
~hrough civic organizations and schools,
has set about to remedy the situation by
providing supervised recreation. Deno
minations quickly jumped onto the band
wa~on, and now many brethren are de
Iffillnding that the Lord's church do like
wise.

The big trouble is that society has
only superficially diagnosed the prob
lem. Young people are not active in
crime bp.cause they must be active; they
are active in crime because they have
no values to guide them into actions of
righteousness. Society, including educa
tors, parents, and preachers, has not
~i"en them eternal truths UDon which
they may build a solid foundation for

life. Treating this problem with super
vised :,ecreation is similar to treating
they may build a solid foundation for
a cold with aspirin; the SYMPTO::.\IS
ARE RELIEVED FOR A SHORT TIME
BUT THE DISEASE WHICH CAUSES
THE SYMPTOMS IS NOT AFFECTED.
But if the church would concentrate on
converting people to Christ, the disease
itself ',<!ou'd be overcome to the extent
of the influence of those converted.
If the church would connne itself to
the work outlined in the New Testament.
the souls of many of these young Deo
pIe would be saved, and their conver
sions would manifest themselves in
righteousness.

The notion that we must use recrea·
tion to draw them so they may be tal1ght
is pure nonsense. It violates everyt'lini;
taught in the New Testament about t"e
power of the gospel and putting first
things first. Besides, We are not to draw.
we are to "go" to them, preach to them,
and the .R"OSDelwill "draw'" them. (Mk.
16:15; John 6:44; 12:321.

The church bears no -recreational re
sponsbility to young peonle; it bears tl,e
responsibility of \preaching the R"osne]
to them. Good snortsmans1,ju might be
tmwht throuR"h playing bllsketbalI, and
skilled perseveran"e might be t~ught
through the bUilding of an airpl:me in
a hobby shop, but the gosnel w1,ich saves
cannot thus be t:m~ht. Does t1,e churl'h
hear the resnonsibilitv of teaching gond
sportsmllnship, or does it bear the re
sponsibility of converting souls to C1,rist
in the knowledge that !tond sDortsm:m
ship, perseverance. etc., will he some of
the fruits of conversion? The church's
::,esponsibilitv to the ,general sncial prob-
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Editorial ...

LET US FOLLOW JESUS

Many people think that if a man will
follow the Ten Commandments he will
be saved eternally. Many denominations
still attempt to follow the Ten Com
mandments, as such, seemingly not rea
lizing that they have been taken away.
The apostle Paul makes it very clear in
his writings that we are not under the
law that God gave to Israel by Moses
which included the Ten Commandments.
In Col. 2:14 we are told that Christ
"took it out of the way, nailing it to his
cross. He says in Rom, 7:4-7 that "ye
also are become dead to the law by the
body of Christ" and that "now we are
delivered from the law," He identifies
the law to which he refers by saying
that it is the law that said, "Thou shalt
not covet." Consider also 2 Corinthians
3:6-11.

It is true that our Saviour and His
apostles teaches us against adultery, co
vetousness, stealing, marder, etc., but
not because the Ten Commandments
prohibited such. To the careful student
of God's Word, it is readily seen that
the commandments of Christ include far
more than just the restraint of physical
acts. Jesus Christ not only condemns
the act of adultery, but also that which
produces the act. (See Matt. 5:27-28), He
not only condemns the act of murder,
but also that which produces it. (See
Matt. 5:21-22), In other commandments
given, it is clearly set forth that we must
not only act righteously, but must think
righteously also.

No doubt all of us can see that we

should heed the words of Christ above
the words of Moses. Moses was a faith
ful servant of God and served God well
in his day. But the day in which the
law of Moses should be heard is past.
God, Himself, expressed this thought
very clearly on the mount of transfigura
tion when Peter would have built three
tabernacles, one for each person repre
sented there, including Moses. God said:
"This is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased; hear ye Him," (Matt. 17;
1-5), To please God, We must hear and
follow Jesus.

Since the old law has been taken away,
we should follow the New Testament
~nd it alone. (See Heb. 8:13; 10:9-10; and
12:24). The Old Testament was a school
master to bring the Jews unto Christ
and Paul declared in Gal. 3:24-25 that
they were no longer under the school
master. T,hose things that happened in
Old Testament times should serve as
examples to us. They have been given
for our admonition and learning. (See
1 Cor. 10:11; Rom. 15:4), Friends, in or
der to reach heaven, we must hear and
follow Jesus. He is the "way, the truth,
and the life." (John 14:6).

We can follow Jesus Christ by faith
fully following his teaching. One cannot
follow Jesus by following human tradi
tion. (See Matt. 15:1-9), Many people
today make void the commandments of
God by their traditions which they have
delivered. The New Testament Scrip
tures are sufficient to fulfill the needs
of men. (James 1:25>' We need not and
should not attempt to follow Moses and
the Old Law.

Are you willing to hear and follow Je
sus Christ? Remember it was Jesus who
said: "He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved; but he that believeth not,
shall be damned." It was also Christ who
said, "Except ye repent, ye shall all like
wise perish." (Lk. 13:3). He also said:
"Be thou faithful unto death, and I will
give thee a crown of life." (Rev. 2:10>'

Let us always endeavor to follow Jesus
that we may be saved eternally.

(CRS)
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THE SOCIAL GOSPEL,
CURRENT TRENDS

WEDNESDAY:

Bible Study .. 7:00 PM

COME AND BE WITH US!

Iem of juvenile delinquency is the same
as it is to other similar social problems;
it has authority to evangelize and edify.
In so doing it brings and holds young
people to Christ. The fruits of conver
sion will correct such social problems
to the full extent of the church responsi
bility. Paul says, "For bodily exercise
profiteth little: .but godliness is profit
able unto all things." (1 Tim. 4:8).

IS SILENCE GOLDEN!
There is an old adage which says: "Si.

lence is golden." But is it always so?
I recently ran across this statement: "Si
lence is not always golden; Sometimes
it is just plain yellow!" This is worthy
of careful consideration.

Certain silence is golden at times.
How wonderfully gOlden the silence
would be if all lying, gossip, slander,
backbiting and whispering could be
':;:topped forever.

Silence is golden when one is restrain
ed and careful in his speech. It is better
to be silent than to speak without know
ledge ..of the subject. This is especially
true of Bible questions.

There are other times, however, when
silence is not "golden." It is just plain
"yellow" in such instances. To remain
~ilent at times is to be guilty of coward
ice and results in a failure to do one's
duty. It all depends upon the circum
stance. We must teach people the truth
and condemn sin and error wherever it
IT.ay be found. This is not only the duty
of the preacner and elder, but the d'lty
of every child of God. At times, it will
result in trouble and will bring OYJpO
sition to the faithful teacl1er. No one can
remain silent and please God when duty
demands that he speak out. When sin
is winked at; when error goes unchal
lenged; when dangerous trends and
practices are not warred against, the si
lence of those who should speak out is
nothing but cowardice. Yet, many in
the c,hurch today are remaining silent
w hen the circumstances demand that
they speak out.

Grave issues face the church and the
danger of division is on every hand. One
is ignorant of the facts or self-deceived
who will deny this. Dangers threaten on
every hand. The church is drifting. The
need of the hour is not for silence rela
tive to these things, but for a faithful and
plain decoration of God's will touching
every problem. The church neeqs teach
ing and a preacher who fails to deal
with the problems and issues is a cow
ard. (A Christian who refuses is also a
coward and evidently not very interest
ed in the salvation of his own soul.)
Moreover, he lends strength to the
forces of evil, and by failing to fight
against such, can be counted with the
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10:00 AM

11:00 AM

6:00 PMWorship

"",ORD'SDAY:

Bible Study

Worship

The church is a soul-saving institution,
and when it does what it was established
for, the fruits of conversion as manifest
ed in the lives of individual Christians,
will benefit all society, as opportunity
for such is provided. (Gal. 6:10>' There is
no authority beyond social need for put
ting the church into the work of recrea
tion. Countless institutions of men are
striving to fill that minor need, and
when brethren jump on the bandwagon
of socety, they place the church on a
level with these institutions and destroy
its distinctive spiritual nature and there
by cover its glory and minimize its im
portance in the eyes of both young and
old. Yea, verily, let the church be the
church! The works of recreation among
us are undoubtedly manifestations of a
trend toward the social gospel emphasis
of denominationalism. - Robert Atkin
son in Gospel Guardian.



KEEP YOUR CHIN UP
Are you downcast? Do you ever feel

like "What's the use?" Has someone
\\Tonged you? Have you lost confidence
in a brother or sister? Do "hypocrites in
the church" weight you down? "Fret not
thyself because of evil-doers, neither be
thou envious against the workers of ini
quity." (Psa. 37:1).

If someone levels a criticism against
you it may be evidence you have done
something worthwhile. If someone op
poses you, consider his objections; His
op1)osition may be justified. If someone
fails to speak to you, it could have been
unintentional - maybe he didn't see
you. If someone has defrauded you, re
member that there are more than one
hundred sixty million people in America
who have never done you a wrong. If
the burdens of tnI' n"v seem unusually
hewv, go to the Father in heaven; He
can li[:!hten your load. If you tried to do
'Something worthwhile and failed, try
ae-ain tomorrow: M~vbe vou can succeed.
KEEP YOUR CHIN UPl

-Jesse Kellv, "The Apostolic
Voice"

(Continued from page 3)
IS SILENCE GOLDEN?

enemies for all practical purposes.
Is it any worse to try to limit and re

strict freedom of discussion in an effort
to perpetuate error than to refuse to
use the freedom of speech that we have
and speak out in condemnation of such?
IE one any more an ally to error than
the other?

,Let us do as we claim to do. Let's do
Bible things in Bible ways; Speak where
the Bible speaks, and remain silent
where the Bible is silent. Let us study to
show ourselves approved unto God
Let us learn that We may KNOW and
DO the will of the Lord.

No, silence is definitely not ALWAYS
golden ... Sometimes it is just plain
"yellow."

-Selected and adapted from
The Paris Avenue RemindpT'.

RADIO PROGRAM
\ionday thru Friday at 11: 15 AM

Over WBSA, 1300 on the dial.
Speaker: Carrol R. Sutton

PLEASE TUNE IN!

Sermons
Ideas are funny things ~ they won't work unless you do.

Often times the weaker the argument, the stronger the words.

Some men rise to the occasion, while others merely go up in the air.

You can't push yourself forward by patting yourself on the back,

Better save V01JI' soul - it's the onlv l~sting possession you have.
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