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STIRRED UP!

Every Christian reaches a point at
times where he needs to bestir himself

or to be stirred by others. Constantly
we face the problem of growing stale,
lukewarm, indifferent. Sometimes this
condition grows out of discouragement,
indecision, opposition. cares, or a heavy

burden. Whatever may be the cause
with us, or have been the cause in Pet
er's day, the apostle sought to stir them
up by bringing them to remembrance.

STIRRED BY BEING PUT IN RE

MEMBRANCE. Though one knows the
truth and is established in the truth, be

cause of the tendency of the mind to
lag in its own discipline, one needs Con
stantly to be stirred by being put in
remembrance. This was one of Peter's

aims as he wrote his second epistle (2
Peter 1:12-13>' He would "stir you up by
putting you in remembrance."

One needs to be stirred to remem

ber things to be done, such as the add
ing of the spiritual virtues, and of mak
ing one's own calling and election sure
(2 Peter 1:5-11). While apparently con
cerned about the condition of others

one may forget his own house.

Each should be stirred to be on
guard against false teachers. As there
had been false prophets among the
Jews, so among the Christians of that
day, and of our day, there would be
false teachers. These the apostle de
scribes, as he warns, as he stirs us to
be on guard.

False teachers fail in their purpose
when the Christians are stirred in Jheir
remembrance of the words spoken by
the prophets, the Saviour, and the
apostles. (2 Peter 3:1-2.)

STIRRED BY THE EXTERNAL

CONDITIONS. Paul, in the city of
Athens, was stirred to the point of hav
ing his spirit provoked within him as he
beheld the city given over to idolatry
(Acts 17:16>' The sermon which follow

ed was in rebuke of the idolatry of the
day, as the apostle presented the one
God, and called upon the people to re
pent. (Acts 17:22-31).

Today we live in a world largely
pagan, given over to idolatry of various
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Editorial •..

Be Swift ... And Slow
We read in James 1:19-20 ~Ms~

words: "Wherefore, my beloved breth
ren, let every man BE SWIFT TO
HEAR, SLOW TO SPEAK, SLOW TO
WRATH: For the wrath of .man work
eth not the righteousness of - God."
These words were written by James, a
se·rvant of God, in the first century '(to
the twelve tribes which are scattered
abroad", but they are much needed by
a11 Christians today.

BE SWIFT TO HEAR

Many are not willing to listen and
give consideration to others. Their ears
are "dull of hearing." All of us should
"be swift to hear." Hearing is essential
in many walks of life and is certainly
necessary in order for one to be saved
eternally. On the mount of transfigura
tion, the voice of the Father was heard
saying: "This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased; HEAR YE
mM." (Mt. 17:5). Peter, referring to Je
sus, said: "Him shall ye HEAR in all
things whatsoever He shall say unto
you. And it shall come to pass that
every soul which will not HEAR that
prophet, shall be destroyed from among
the people." (Acts 3:22-23>' The apostle
Paul tells us that "faith cometh by
HEARING, and hearing by the Word of
God." <Rom. 10:17), In Mark 4:24 Jesus

said "take heed WHAT YE HEAR" and
in Luke 8: 18' He said "take heed there
fore HOW ye hear." Someone has sug
gested that we should listen twice as
much as we speak, since we have two
ears and only one mouth. This reason
ing may not necessarily follow, but cer
tainly we do have the responsibility of
being anxious and quiCk to HEAR what
the New Testament teaches on all sub
jects.

SLOW TO SPEAK

We should certainly "be swift to
hear" and as James adds, "SLOW TO
SPEAK." We have an obligation, under
certain circumstances, to speak. In fact,
we should "speak every man truth with
his neighbor," (Eph. 4:25>' The things
we speak should "become sound doc
trine" (Tit. 2:1), and should be spoken
"boldly". There are some things that
ought not be spoken. We ought not
"speak great swelling words of vanity",
"having men's persons in admiration be
cause of advantage." (2 Pet. 2:18; Jude
16). We ought not speak lies, false accu
sations nor blasphemy. Neither should
we speak "evil one of another" nor of
"the way of truth." We should be "slow
to speak" because, often times, we may
kindle wrath in others, If we heed the
admonition of James to be 'slow to

speak", I am confident that what we

say will be more likely to adorn or be
come the gospel of Christ. The wise
man Solomon said: "In the multitude of
words there wanteth not sin: but he

that refraineth his lips is wise," (Prov,
10:19>. We should "SPEAK" and "DO"

as they that shaH be jUdged by the law
of liberty, (See James 2:12>'

SLOW TO WRATH

Not only are we admonished to "be
swift to hear, slow to speak", but also
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TH:E'JERUSALEM

CHURCH
The Jerusalem church attended to

its own affairs. It did not try to run the
government, nor all the clubs and edu
cational institutions. It preached the
gospel to sinners, and looked after the
needs of its members. The members
needed teaching - they received t'le
needed teaching. The, poor needed help
- help was given them.

The amazing growth of the church
was not due to the government 'favors.
for the government was against them. It
does not seem that the church had any
members of great worldly importance.
If so, they had no more attention than
the poorest of members. If they had any
great wealth, no record is made of it.
They preached the gospel and lived it.
Their preaching was not nullified by the
conduct of ungodly members. Their
preaching was not nullified by intl'rnal
strife and confusion, as is often done
now. Will churches of today ever learn
the secret of success?
-R. L. Whiteside

"HYPOCRITES IN
THE CHURCH"

The man who says he is kept away
from church by hypocrites is not influ
enced by them anywhere else.

Business is fuIl of them; but if he
by chance sees where he can make
some money, he does not hesitate be
cause there are hypocrites making mon
ey.

Society is crowded with them, and
yet he never thinks of becoming a her
mit.

Married life is full of them, but that
does not make him remain a bachelor.

Hell will 'be full of them, and yet he
is not doing anything to keep from go
ing there.

He makes you think he is trying to
avoid hypocrites; and yet he takes not
one single step towards the only place
where no hypocrites can go-heaven.

Honestly now, is he not being a li~
tle hypocritical?

-Selected
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STIRRED UP

sorts. There is the idolatry of foreign
countries, and of our own. Roman Ca
tholicism is as much idolatry as the wor
ship of the calves introduced by Jere
boam, the first king of Israel. (1 Kings
12).

Our own world is given over to lust,
immorality, false standards, drinking,
and pleasure. We stand shocked at
times by what we see: but who is stirred
by it to do anything to correct the con
dition? False teaching and prejudice
are rampant. Such conditions in Jesus'
day so stirred Him that He wept Over
the. city of Jerusalem, and began to
cleanse the temple (Luke 19:41-45).
Even in this age of "hush, hush," one
properly stirred will be moved to act.

-Homer Hailey in
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BE SWIFT ... AND SLOW

"SLOW TO WRATH." The wise man
tells us in Prav. 14:29 that "He that is
slaw ta wrath is .ofgreat understanding:
but he that is hasty .of spirit exalteth
fally." He further says that "He that is
sa an angry dealeth faalishly." {Prav. 14:
17>' "A faal's wrath is presently knawn:
but a prudent man cavereth shame."
One .of the qualificatians .of a olshap I.;

"nat saan angry." Our text in James

1 expresses the reasan that we shauld
be "slaw ta wrath." Nate that verse 20
says "Far the wrath .ofman warketh not
the righteausness .of Gad." When we
lase .our temper, usually it daes nat

cause us ta da Gad's will! In view qf
this, let us earnestly strive ta "BE
SWIFT TO HEAR, SLOW TO SPEAK,
SLOW TO WRATH." (CRS)

SOLOMAN SAID: "Whasa laveth in
structian laveth knawledge: but he that
hateth repraaf is brutish."

Sentence Sermons
A bad taath and yaur canscience have .one thing in camman - they wan't hurt yau
nearly sa bad if yau will keep your mouth shut.

It is fally ta believe that the bosam .ofa friend can hald a secret yaur awn cauld nat re
tain.

The cast .offailure is greater than the price of success.

The Devil is willing far a persan ta canfess faith in Christ as lang as he daes nat fallaw
him in .obedience.

In diving ta the battam .of pleasures we bring up mare racks .ofsarraw than pearls .of
jay.
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