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"And they continued stedfastly in the
apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in
breaking bread, and in prayers." (Acts
2:42).

"God is faithful, by whom ye were oaIl
ed unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus
Christ our Lord." (1 Cor. 1:9).

"That which we have seen and heard de
clare we unto you, that ye may have fel
lowship with us: and truly our feIlowship
is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus
Christ." (1 John 1:3).

"If we say we have fellowship with him,
and walk in darkness, we lie and do not
the truth: But, if we walk in the light,: as
he is in the light, we have feIlowship one
with another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin."
(1 John 1;6-7).

"If there be therefore any consolation
in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any
fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and
mercies, Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be like
minded, having the same love, being of
one accord, of one mind." (Phil. 2:1-2).

"I thank God ... For your fellowship
in the gospel from the first day until
now." (Phil. 1:3,5).

From these Scriptures we see that the
fellowship in which the early disciples
.continued was a fellowship with Jesus,
God, the Holy Spirit, and was a fellow
ship in the gospel. By having this fellow
ship with the three persons in the .God
head they also had "feIlowship one with
another." Since \-ve are admonished to
"be likeminded" that is the kind of fel

lowship He wants us to have.

In the light of these clear facts from
the Scriptures concerning the kind of fel
lowship God intends that we have how
can anyone think for a moment that the
following from a bulletin printed by one
of our brethren is even remotely scrip
tural?

"NOTICE TO OTHER CHURCHES
RECEIVING THE BULLETIN"

"The church here has a softball team.
We would like to arrange some games
for Sunday afternoons. We do not profess
to be very skillful I but it would be a lot of
fun and good fellowship. If you nave a
team. or can organize one (it doesn't
have to be good either-we play for fun)
contact me by either mail or phone or
otherwise. "

(Continued on page 3)
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Editorial ....

"This Is A Faithful
Saying"

Several times in Paul's epistles he pro
claimed: "THIS IS A FAITHFUL SAY
ING," Obviously same "sayings" are not
faithful and dependable. We cannot rely
upon them as being true. All inspired
sayings are "faithful"; hence true and
trustworthy. Let us consider a few
"faithful sayings."

1 TIMOTHY 1:15

In his first letter to Timothy in chapter
1 and verse 1, the apostle Paul said:
"This is a faithful saying, and worthy of
all acceptation, THAT CHRIST JESUS
CAME INTO THE WORLD TO SAVE
SINNERS; of whom I am chief." The
world lies in wickedness. There is none
that doeth good; no not one. All have
sinned and fallen short of the glory of
God. But thanks be unto God~ that his
grace has provided His Son as the Sav
iour! He came to seek and save the lost.
He came not to call the righteous but
sinners to repentance. Through the Lord
Jesus Christ salvation is provided for all
who have sufficient f.aith to move with
fear in obedience to the gospel of Jesus
Christ. (See Romans 1:16; Mark 16:15-16;

Acts 2:36-38;Galatians 3:26-27;2 Thess.
1:7-9).

1 TIMOTHY 3:1

We learn from 1 Tim. 3:1 that Paul said:
"This is a true saying, IF A MAN DE
SIRE THE OFFICE OF A BISHOP, HE
DESIRETH A GOOD WORK." Obvious
ly, it is God's will that Christians worship
and work together in local churches or
congregations. Each congregation is to
be overseen by a plurality of bishops or
elders. (See Acts 14:23; 20:28; 1 Peter 5:
1-4). In order for a man to be an elde"
and serve as an elder, he must meet the
qualifications given by the apostle Paul
as recorded in 1 Tim. 3:1-7 and Titus 1:
5-9. Men may claim to be bishops and a
congregation may recognize them as eld
ers, but they are not true or faithful eld
ers unless they are Scripturally qualified.
If a man desires the work of a bishop, he
desires ·a good work. The reason there
are so few men today who are truly qua
lified to be elders is because there are
not many who truly dsire the work of a
bishOp.We should point out the need for
elders and should strive to instill in the
hearts of men the desire to be bishops.
Truly, this is a great work.

1 TIMOTHY 4:8-10

The apostle to the Gentiles tells us that
"bodily exercise profiteth little: but god
liness is profitable unto all things, hav
ing promise of the life that now is, and
of that which is to come. THIS IS A
FAITHFUL SAYING and worthy of all
acceptation. For therefore we both labor
and suffer reproach, because we trust in
the living God,rwho is the Saviour of all
men, spedailly of those that believe." (1
Tim. 4:8-10).Since man is a two-fold be
ing and cannot live by bread alone, we
should deny ourselves of ungodliness and
exercise ourselves unto godliness by
seeking first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness. (See Tit. 2:11-12; Luke 9:
23; Matt. 6:33). Our devotion to and trust

(Continued on page 3)
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FELLOWSHIP
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Signed by: CARROL R. SUTTON.

I want to plead with the brother who

wrote this and all others who are pursu
ing a similar course to either produce
the Scripture that authorizes such action

(please do not refer to the Scriptures
that teach fellowship, for we have alrea
dy shown that they do not even remotely
refer to that kind of fellowship) or else
stop this practice before they lead many
people into another digression. Populari
ty with young people because of ability
as a sccial counselor and athletic coach

are not scriptural qualifications for an
evangelist, but it seems that many in the
church today are trying to substitute
these for the qualificatioas God has re
quired. Of course it is easjer to acquire
these skills than it is to become skilled

in the use of the sword of the Spirit. But
why claim to follow the Bible if we are
not going to do it'?

both

2 TIMOTHY 2:11-13

(Continued from page 2)

"THIS IS A FAITHFUL SAYING"

in the living God prompts us to
labor ,and suffer reproach.

In his second letter to Timothy Paul
said: "IT IS A FAITHFUL SAYING: For
if we be dead with him, we shall also Ii,·
with him, If we suffer, we shall alSU

reign with him: if we deny him, he also
will deny us: If we believe not,
yet he abideth faithful: for he cannot
deny himself." We must mortify the old
man of sin and put on the new man, if
we would live with Christ. We must te
willing to suffer as a Christian in order
to reign as priests. Some deny Jesus by
word and by actions. Others profess by
word of mouth that they know Jesus but
their actions belie their claim.

The afore-mentioned sayings are
"faithful" because they have been given
by inspiration of God. They point toward
heaven but the "sayings" of men lead to
eternal damnation.

Have you obeyed the gospel of Christ?
Only the obedient will be saved eternally.
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UNFAIR

Many times men, especially preachers,
are presented with one side of a question
and are expected to pass judgment fa
vorable to the petitioner. If he hesitates
to speak out before he hears all the evi
dence, the petitioner becomes peeved and
accuses his would-bevictim of taking the
opposite side. On the other hand, if a fa
vorable answer is given, the pseudo
judge is given the standing of one of the
immortals, and his biased testimony is
passed on as worthy of great prestige;
his elated betrayer also seizes the oppor
tunity and takes unfair advantage, gloat
ing in his rival's defeat(?).

-G. F. GIBBS

~:.~( •••. o--.c~(~)~(.

IA Voice From The Past I
I "There is a splendid example givenI! to us as to how this work of caring for!I the poor IS to be done. The funds were II gathered from the churches whichI
i were able to contribute to the poorIc saints at Jerusalem. This money then

I was sent to the elders of the church at
_ Jerusalem and thus distributed to the I! ones who were in need. There was not

I another organization formed to take Icare of this work, they did the work

through the means that the Lord had iI determined. Hence, it was done with- _

lout any extra cost, and every cent the II people of Corinth and Philippi contri

I buted went into the hands of the diS-1I tressed. It didn't take one third or one
- half of it to 'grease the machinery' iI for the organization which handled' • ,.i it." I "i·~{~~'~"~·i -W. Claude Hall in the I I PROVERBS 18:13-"He that answer-'i GOSPEL ADVOCATE,Nov. 10,1932,I I eth a matter before he heareth it, it Ii Pg. 1210. I I is folly and shame unto him." ,__ l
.:.~~o.-.~~.:<tt t~~.: ••

Sentence Sermons

The human race seems to have improved everything except people.

The great difficulty in amplifiers is they amplify the speaker's voice, but not his
ideas.

The Devil is willing for you to profess pure religion as long as you do not practice it.

Another good thing about telling the truth is you don't have to remember what you
say.

When opportunity knocks, too many people complain about the noise.
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