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QUESTION: Can a Christian, a child
of God, fall from grace?

ANSWER: From the discussion last

month we can see clearly that Christ
,ians can and do sin. That alone would in

dicate clearly that Christians can fall
from grace. But let us notice some other
statements in the Bible.

After stating that Simon the sorcer
er had become a Christian (Acts 8: 13;
cf. Mk. 16:16) the record says that he
offered to buy the puwer to impart the
Holy Spirit to others. "But Peter said
unto him, Thy money perish with thee,
because thou hast thought that the gift
of God may be purchased with money.
Thou hast neither part nor lot in this
matter:fror thy heart is not right in the
sight of God. Repent therefore of this thy
wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps
the thought of thine heart may be for
given thee. For I perceive that thou art
in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond
of iniquity." (Acts 8:20-23). Certainly he
had fallen from grace for he had "nei
ther part nor lot in this matter."

"Christ is become of no effect untJo
you, whosoever of you are justified by
the law; ye are fallen from grace."

(GaL 5:4). This is another example of
Christians who had "fallen ·from grace."

To the ohurch at Ephesus Jesus said,
"Nevertheless I have somewhat against
thee, because thou hast left thy first love.
Remember therefore from whence thou

are fallen, and repent, and do the first
works; or else I wHl come unto thee

quiokly, and remove thy candlestick out
of his place, except thou repent." (Rev.
2:4-5). A whole church had fallen so far
that unless thy repented their candle
stick would be removed.

QUESTION: But can a child of God
fall away so far that he will be lost?

ANSWER: In Christ's explanation
of the parable of ,the tares He said,
"The Son of man shall send forth his an
gels, and they shall gather out of his
kingdom all things that offend, and them
which do iniquity; and shall cast them
into a fumace of fire" (Matt. 13:41-52).

"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like
unto a net, that was cast into the sea,
and gathered every kind: which when

(Continued on page 4)
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Editorial .

In Defense of The Truth
(NO.9)

The editor of the North Broad Bulletin,
R. W. Gray, contends that "benevolent"
societies" are NOT parallel to "mission
ary societies." In their bulletin of Feb.
11, 1970, the editor wrote: "The horne,
(Editor's Note: by "home" he means
what we refer to as a "benevolent socie
ty") therefore, is no more parallel to the
Missionary Society than is your home
or mine. Whatever the objection to the
homes may be, let it be remembered that
this is not a reasonable, tenable objec
tion." (Vol. III, No. 24). In his tract en
titled: "New T€6tament Principles of Car
ing for the Needy", Bro. Gus Nichols
takes the same position. In discussing
this point he says: "Are they parallel?
Nay verily," (pg. 12). Athens Clay Pull
ias, President of David Lipscomb College
takes the same position. In his tract en
titled: "Where There Is No Pattern" on
page 9 he says: "Someone will say, is
not an orphan horne under a board of
directors parallel to a missionary soci
ety? The answer is a definite NO."

Obviouslyfeeling the force of the ob
jection offered to church-supported be
nevolent organizations based on the para
llel that does exist between "missionary
and benevolent societies", advocates of

church-supported institutions have insist
ed that no such parallel exists.

IS THERE REALLYA PARALLEL?
Is there really a parallel between

"missionary and benevolent societies?"
Let us see. By "parallel" I mean "con
formity in many particulars or in ail
essential points; similarity." I am not
contending that "missionary societies"
and benevolent societies" are alike in
every detail but I am affirming that
they are "like in essential points" and
thus they must stand or fall together.
Hear Guy N. Woods along this line. He
said: "This writer has ever been unable
to appreciate the logic of those who af
fect to see grave danger in Missionary
Societies, but scruple not to form a sim
ilar organization for the purpose of car
ing for orphans and teaching young men
to be gospel preachers." (Abilene Christ
ian College Bible Lectures, 1939, Pg. 53
54. Let us now consider the parallel that
definitely does exist between a "mission
arey society" and a "benevolent society."

1. .BOTHoriginated in the mind of
men. We can find in God's Word that the
"church" is according to His "eternal
purpose." (See Eph. 3:10-11).

2. BOTH are human organizations.
Since neither is according to God's pur
pase and are not revealed in Gad's Word,
they must be human organizations (See
Matt. 15:13).

3. BO':DHare organizations separate
and apart from the church.

4. BOTH have a board of directors
to govern their operation.

5. BOTHhave their OvVll charter and
by-laws.

6. BOTHare organizations which are
designed to da a work of the church
with greater efficiency. One is in the
field of evangelism and the other is in
the field of relief.

7. BOTH perform a wark of the
church.

8. BOTH are hman organizations to
activate the universal church thru them.

8. BOTHare human organizations to
that are smaller than the universal
church, but are larger than the local
church. There is NO AUTHORITYfor
any organization whether larger or small
er to do the work of the church.

(continued on page 3)



(Continued from page 2)

IN DEFENSE OF THE TRUTH (No.9)

10. BOTH solicit and accept contri
butions from churches.

11. BOTH have to employ "methods"
and "manners" in order to carry out
their work. They are "organizations"
not "methods."

12. BOTH are built and operated by
those who claim to be Christians.

13. BOTH are "justified" by some
as "an expedient". However, nothing can
be "expedient" unless it is first lawful.
Where is the "Iaw" that authorizes eith
er

14. BOTH cause division in the chur
ch. God is NOT pleased with division.
Families have been troubled, brethren
have been troubled, brethren have been
alienated, and churches have been spilt
by the "institutional wedge." (Please con
sider carefully and prayerfully John 17:
20-23; Eph. 4:1-6; 1 Cor. 1:10; Rom. 16:
17-18; 1 Cor. 4:6; Phil. 3:16).

15. NEITHER exist by divine autho
rity to do the work of the church. God
said for the church to do it! (See Eph.
3:10-11; 1 Tim. 3:15; 1 Tim. 5:16). In
order for the church to DO its work, it
must furnish the oversight of the work
as well as the money needed for the
work.

Since the "missionary and benevo
lent 'iiocieties" are parallel in these es
sential points, how can we reject one
(the missionary society) and accept the
other (benevolent society)?

In our article last month it was
shown conclusively that church-supported
"missionary organizations" and church
supported "benevolent organizations" are
wrong. We gave six Scriptural principles
that support our conclusion. No one has
shown where we misapplied God's Word.
Consistency demands that we either re
ject or accept BOTH. Scriptural princi
ples demand that we reject both. Editor
Gray and hundreds of other preachers
can not reject both, upholding the suffi
ciency of God's church and retain their
present positions with certain churches.
WHAT WILL THEY DO?

Yes, there is definitely a deadly para
llel between "mi93ionary and benevolent
societies! "
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it was full, they drew to shore, and sat
down, and gathered the good into vessels,
but cast the bad away." (Matt. 13:47-48).

An example of Christians who sinned
so grievously that God killed them im
mediately after their sin is Ananias and
Sapphira. (Acts 5:1-11). Their sin was
the sin of lying. Since God killed them
just after they lied they did not repent
but died liars. God :says, " 0·· all liars,
shall have their part in the lake which
burneth with fire and brimstone." (Rev.
21:8). There can be no doubt that these
Christians fell until they will spend e
ternity in hell.

QUESTION: But isn't it true t!hat if
a person is once a child of God he is al
ways a child of God?

ANSWER: Yes. That is Hke a father
and son in the flesh. No matter what the
son may do or how much the father dis
approves his actions he is still his fath
er's son. But the father may be so dis
pleased with his son's conduct that he
disinherits him. In like manner God will
refuse the eternal inheritance to His way
ward sons and daughters. "And shall cast
them into a furnace of fire: there shall
be wailing and gnashing of teeth." (Matt.
13:42).

~Elam B. Kuykendall
in GOSPEL DIGEST
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IA DEBATE PLANNED I
I If the Lord wills, there shall be a;

Iseries of public discussions conducted Iiin the East E<lementarySchool Build-I- ing at 608 4th Ave., S.E., Cullman, I
IAlabama on October 18, 19, 21 and 22,I
11971at 7:00 p.m. II The editor of this paper and Mr.1ID. L. Welch of Pensacola, Fla. will be i
I the diSiputants. iI The "Godhead question" will be i
I the topic for discussion. The editor iQfI!this paper will be affirming that "The iIScriptures teach that there are three iIseparate and distinct persons in the IIGodhead, namely, the Father, the Son, i
land the Holy Spirit." Mr. Welch will i
I be affirming that "The Scriptur€6 iIteach that there is but one person in i
I the Godhead, namely Jesus Christ." I
I Mr. Welch is a member of The I
iUnited Pentecostal Church. I
J We urge all who can to attend. I.~~~~~.: ..

SENTENCE SERMONS

One good thing you can give and still keep - your word!

The main goal of me is not ihowto make a living, but how to live!

Some "Christians" are like footballs--'j'ou cannot tell which way they will bounce next!

Rivers (like men) get crooked by following the line of least resistance!

It you would escape criticism, you must be satisfied to' stay in the background!

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Route 3, iHigihway 431 So.
Albertville, Ala. 35950


