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Conviction or Convenience?
"And as he reasoned of righteousness,

and self-control, and the judgment to come
Felix was terrified, :nd answered, Go thy
way for this time: and when 1 have a
convenient season, 1will call thee unto me."
(Acts 24:25).

The inspired record of God does not record
that Felix ever found a convenient time for
obeying God. He sent for Paul often and
communed with him, but he never found it
convenient to renounce sin and confess
Jesus as the Christ.

Many people today wait for a convenient
season in which to become Christians. Now
they are too busy in sin, but perhaps next
year will be suitable. And so they carryall
their lives in sin, until death, waiting for a
convenient season.

Many Christians are waiting for
convenient seasons to fulfill their tasks in
the Lord's vineyard. Some would be willing
to attend the periods of Bible Study if it
could be done conveniently. Others would
use more of their means to further the cause
of the Lord if it were convenient. The sick
would be visited, the unconverted taught,
the backsliders restored, if it were
convenient to do so. But the fact is, no one
can serve God and not endure a great deal of
inconvenience.

It was not convenient for the Lord to
exchange the bliss of heaven for a crown of
thorns, but He did so. It was not convenient
for Peter and John to leave a profitable
fishing business to suffer public beatings
for the gospel of Christ, but they did. It was
not convenient for Paul to forsake the honor
of power of a high position in the Jewish
government for untold hardships as a
roving preacher, but he did. It will never be
convenient for any man to renounce all that
he has, deny himself, and take up his cross
daily to follow Jesus. Those who will not be
inconvenienced cannot be saved.

Serving God is a matter of conviction, not
convenience. One who is convicted ofhis sin
will not wait for a suitable time to obey the
Lord's commands. A Christian's
convictions will lead him to ignore petty
inconveniences. Paul tells us that "faith is
the assurance of things hoped for, a
conviciton of things not see." (Heb. 11:1).
The apostle John writes, "And this is the
victory that hath overcome the world, even
our faith." (I John 5:4).

The assurance and conviciton offaith will
be overcome by all hindrances. Let your life
be ruled by conviction, not convenience. Do
not suppose that God will delay the day of
judgment until a time convenient for you.

--TRUTH BEARER
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Editorial ...

OUR PLEA (No.2)
In our article last month it was suggested

that we are earnestly pleading for the
restoration of New Testament teaching, for
the unity of all Christians, for the Scriptures
as our standard of authority in religious
matters, for the authority of Jesus Christ, for
men to obey Christ and for men to have
genuine faith in God and His son Jesus
Christ.

~There are many people who obviously
think they are doing God service (see John
16:2) by believing, following and teaching
others to follow denominational creeds and
doctrines of men. In view ofthe fact that the
doctrines of men will turn from the truth
and will cause worship to be vain, we
sincerely plead with all men to accept the
teachings of Christ as revealed in the New
Testament. Here are some things that
Christ teaches.

1. Christ is the foundation of the church.
(See I Cor. 3:11).

2. Christ is the builder of the church. (See
Matthew 16:18).

3. Christ is the head of the church. (See
Co!. 1:18; Eph. 1:22-23).

4. Christ gave himself for the church. (See
Eph. 5:25; Acts 20:28).

5. Christ is the Saviour of the church. (See
Eph.5:23).

6. The saved are added to the church. (See
Acts 2:47).

7. The church is the bride of Christ. (See
Rev. 22:17; Rom. 7:4).

8. The church is subject to Christ. (See
Eph.5:24).

9. By the teaching of one Spirit we are
baptized into one body. (See I Cor. 12:13).

10. The church and the kingdom are the
same. (See Matthew 16:18-19;Co!. 1:13-14;
Hebrews 12:28-29;Cf. Luke 22:15-20with 1
Cor. 11:23-33).

11. There is but one true church. (See Eph.
4:4-6;Eph. 1:22-23;I Cor. 12:13;I Cor. 12:20).

12. Every plant that God has not planted
shall be rooted up. (See Matthew 15:13).

13. "God is a Spirit: and they that worship
Him MUST worship Him in spirit and in
truth." (See John 4:24).

14. Worship is in VAIN when men teach
for doctrines the commandments ofmen.
(See Matthew 15:7-9).

15. We should "judge not according to the
appearance, but judge righteous judgment."
(See John 7:24).

16. "And other sheep I have, which are not
of this fold: them also I must bring, and they
shall hear my voice; and there shall be ONE
fold and ONE shepherd." (See John 10:16).

17. "But woe unto you, when all men shall
speak well of you! for so did their fathers to
the false prophets." (See Luke 6:26).

18. "... That man shall not live by bread
alone, but by EVERY WORD OF GOD."
(See Luke 4:4).

19. "And fear not them which kill the
body, but are not able to kill the soul: but
rather fear him which is able to destroy both
soul and body in hell." (See Matthew
10:28).

20. "He that loveth father or mother more
than me is not worthy of me: and he that
loveth son or daughter more than me is not
worthy of me." (See Matthew 10:37).

21. "He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved; but he that believeth not
shall be damned." (See Mark 16:16).

22. "For what is a man profited, if he shall
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?
or what shall a man give in exchange for his
soul?" (See Matthew 16:26).

SAME GOSPEL AND SAME CONDITIONS
Men are lost in sin. "For the wages of sin

is death ..." (See Rom. 6:23).God's grace has
provided the gospel in order to save men,
Paul said; "For I am not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God
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unto salvation to everyone that believeth;
... " (Romans 1:16). Jesus commanded His
apostles to "go ye into al the world, and
reach the gospel to every creature." (Mark
16:15). He further said: "He that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved; but he that
believeth not shall be damned." (Mark
16:16). Since "the gospel" is God's power to
SAVE, men can NOT be saved by human
doctrine, a human command or a human
plant. Neither can men be sa ved by works of
their own righteousness.

In view of the above facts, we are pleading
with men to preach the same gospel and the
same conditions of salvation from past sins
that were preached in the first century by
inspired men. In preaching the gospel they
preached the death, burial and the
resurrection of Jesus Christ. (Cf. I Cor. 15:1
4). We must not fail to do likewise. Here are
the conditions of salvation for alien sinners
that must be preached.

1. Sinners must HEAR the gospel. (See
Romans 10:14-17;Acts 3:22-23;John 6:44-45;
Mark 16:15).

2. Sinners must B~LIEVE. (See Hebrews
11:6; John 5:24; John 3:36; John 20:30-31;
Acts 16:30-34).

3. Sinnners must REPENT of sins. (See
Luke 24:46-47;Acts. 17:30-31;Acts 17:30-31;
acts 3:19; Acts 2:37-38;2 Cor. 7:10).

4. Sinners must CONFESS Christ as
Lord. (See Romans 10:9-10;Acts 8:37).

5. Sinners must BE BAPTIZED. (See
Matthew 28:19;Mark 16:15-16;Acts. 2:37-38;
Acts 22:16;Romans 6:3-4;Galatians 3:26-27;
I Peter 3:21).

When one meets the above conditions, he
thus "obeys the gospel" and is washed in
the blood of Christ, saved by God's grace,
and is added to the Lord's church!

WORSHIP
When men teach "for doctrines the

commandments of men," worship is in vain.
(See Matthew 15:7-9). In order for us to
worship God acceptabley, we MUST
"worship Him in spirit and in truth." (SeeJohn
4:24). We are pleading with men to follow
the New Testament and thus worship God
acceptably. Here are some acts of worship
the New Testament teaches us that we
should engage in.

1. Breaking bread (the Lord's Supper) on
the first day of the week. (See I Cor. 11:23-29;
Acts 20:7; Acts 2:42).
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2. Giving of our means on the first day of
the week. (See I Cor. 16:1-2;2 Cor. 9:6-7).

3. Singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual
songs. (See Eph. 5:19;Col. 3:16;I Cor. 14:15;
Hebrews 2:12).

4. Praying. (See Acts 2:42;Acts 12:5;I Cor.
11:1-16;14:15-16).

5. Teaching. (See Acts 2:42;Acts 20:7-12;I
Cor. 14:19).

Worship is reverence, devotion or homage
expressed to God by doing the things God
teaches us to do. When we "break bread" and
"give" on the first day of the week, we are
expressing devotion, homage or reverence to
God. When we "sing," and "pray" and
"teach" on the first day of the week or any
other time, we are paying homage, devotion
or reverence to God. This is worship. It is
acceptable to God only when it is done
according to His Word. We are pleading for
true worsrip!

NAME OF CHRIST

Many uniformed people contend that
"there is nothing in a name," and that "one
name is as good as another." These
statements are not true either religiously or
secularly. Names are important. Names serve
to identify persons, places or things. This is
true secularly and religiously. Even the
stars are named. The Lord "telleth the
number of the stars; he calleth them all by
their rtames." (Psalms 147:4). We all
recognize the imprtance of having the
proper names on legal documents.
Husbands rightfully expect their wives to
wear their names. Parents have a right to
name their children.

Le us now consider some Scriptural
statements relative to the NAME.

1. "0 Lord our Lord, how excellent is thy
name in all the earth." (Psalms 8:1).

2. "A good name is better than precious
ointment; ... (Eccl. 7:1).

3. "A good name is rather to be chosen
than great riches, ... " (Prov. 22:1).

4. " ... and His name shall be called
Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty God,
The everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace." (Isaiah 9:6).

5. "And she shall bring forth a son, and
thou shalt call His name JESUS: for He
shall save His people from their sins."
(Matthew 1:21).

6. The Son "hath by inheritance obtained
a more excellent name than" the angels.
(Hebrews 1:4).
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WHERE BEER BELONGS
The brewers of America, those men who

traffic in the bodies and souls of men,
women, and children, are launching a
campaign to sell America the vicious lie
that "beer belongs in every American
scene." The brewers do not want beer where
it really belongs, however.

Beer belongs in the stories of nearly all
auto wrecks that blight our highways.

Beer belongs in the morgue where it has
sent so many men.

Beer belongs in the gutters where it has
laid so many men and women.

Beer belongs in the "bad debt roll" where
are found the names of so many men who
spend all they make in purchasing the
"brew of hell."

Beer belongs in the juvenile courts of the
land where it has sent so many children to
whom the brewers have sold their product.

Beer belongs in hell where it will finally
sent the souls of all who foolishly think they
can drink it and get by.

Truly, it is the "Devil's Potion"!
---THE MARYVILLE MESSENGER

THE INDIVIDUAL

"I am only one, but I am one,
I cannot do everything,
But I can do something;
What I can do I ought to do,
And what I ought to do
By the grace of God I will do it.

-Selected

CLARENCE M. FOWLER
Brother Clarence Fowler, Route 3, Boaz,

AL passed away on Septe~ber 6, 1981 after
about six months following surgery. He is
survived by his children, grandchildren and
his wife, sister Flora Mae Fowler, who is a
member of the body of Christ.

During his illness, Bro. Fowler
exemplified faith and trust in the God of
heaven. Although we sorrow, it is not
without hope.

His body was laid to rest on September
8th in the Red Apple cemetery.
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7. "Wherefore God also hath highly
exalted Him, and given Him a name which is
above every name." (Phil. 2:9).

8. "Neither is there salvation in any other:
for there is none other NAME under heaven
given among men, whereby we must be
saved." (Acts 4:12).

9. "Of whom the whole family in heaven
and earth is NAMED." (Eph. 3:15).

10. "Yet if any man suffer as a
CHRISTIAN, Let him not be ashamed; but
let him glorify God on this behalf." (I Peter
4:16).

Yes, there IS definitely something in a
name. No, one name is NOT as good as
another. Let us respect the teaching of our
Lord in these matters. Will you?

(CRS)
(To Be Continued)

Sentence Sermons
It is better that the drunkard be in the gutter than behind a sterring wheel.

Alcohol is a crippler, a vandal, a liar, a thief, and a murderer.

As a cure for sorrying, work is better than whiskey. --Thomas A. Edison

Prosperity is a great teacher; adversity is greater. --William Hazlitt

Men suceed only when they fall into line with God's plan for them. --Robert E. Speer
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